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The Government yesterday an- 
nounced. a complete ban on 
anti-personnel landmines, 
which JoH or maim an estimated 
20,000 people a year, mainly in 
the poorest areas of the world 
British stockpiles will be de- 
stroyed by 2005 - sooner if an 
international ban is agreed, 

.Until then, there will be a 
moratorium on their use by the 
Armed Forces. Some mines 
wQl be kept to be used “in ex- 
ceptional circumstances”, and 
only with Parliamentary ap- 
proval, following pressure from 
Service chiefs. The ban includes 
the manufacture, transfer,. im- 
port and export of anti-per- 
. sorniel landmines, 

Tbny Blair, the Prime Minis- 
ter, told MPs yesterday that the 
mines had caused “enormous 
carnage”, often to innocent 
civilians and children, and the 
sooner Britain took a lead in 
getting rid of them the better. 

Rohin Cook, the Foreign 
Secretary, said: “Every hour, an- 
other three people lose their life 
or lose a limb from stepping on 

a l andmin e. 

“Thousands of young chil- 
dren who ran on to a landmine. 

- are left unable- to run ever 
again. Landmines have limited 
military use but create unlim- 
ited civilian casualties.” 

The ban follows a highly 
successful and emotive cam- 
paign led by the Red Cross, 
which has described the mines 
as “the most ruthless of ter- 
rorists”, and which hugely 
raised the campaign's profile 
when, Diana, Princess of Whies, 
.visited Angola under its aus- 
pices in January. 

J Pictures of the Princess wear- 
J. ing body armourand a helmet 
*5 : 


with a visor, teaming how to dis- 
pose of mines, and of the ghast- 
ly injuries inflicted on civilians, 
particularly children, con- 
tributed to growing pressure For 
a world-wide ban. 

So-called “smart” mines, 
which destroy themselves after 
a period of time, and which the 
previous Government was ex- 
amining as a possible replace- 
ment for present mines, are also 



Princess Diana: Angola visit 
raised campaign's profile 

banned completely - a major 
victory for campaigners against 
landmines, who argued that 
not an “smart” mines can be re- 
lied on to self-destruct. 

Although Britain has not ex- 
ported such weapons for years, 
the Government ban is seen as 
setting an example to other 
countries. Mr Cook said Britain 
the 
trying 

to get an international ban on 
landmines, and mil redouble its 
efforts to get one at the Gene- 
va Conference on disarma- 
ment. But the effect on the 
world's -main mine manufac- 
turers - Russia, China and In- 
dia -may be less. 

. Ministry of Defence sources 


Mjuuutua. ;vju muu Liuia 

would play a fuller part in tf 
Ottawa talks, which are tryir 


yesterday refused to say how 
many of the three types of anti- 
personnel mine they still had, 
because it was an indicator of 
British military capability, but 
it is believed to be tens of thou- 
sands. The previous govern- 
ment had announced a 40 per 
cent cut in landmines: the new 
administration is committed to 
destroying them all by 2005, but 
that .could be sooner if the SO 
countries involved in the Ottawa 
process agree a ban by the end 
of the year. 

TWo British weapons have 
also been re-defined as anti-per- 
sonnel mines - the L27 anti- tank 
mine, which can be set off by a 
person, and the HB 876 bomb, 
one of the components of the 
RAFs airfield busting JP-233.- 

“It's excellent," said Will 
McMahon of the Campaign 
Against the Arms Trade. “We 
obviously welcome it as an 
opening move by the new gov- 
ernment against the arms export 
trade. We have to see the small 
print But the UK is clearly tak- 
ing a stance internationally.” 

He added: “We hope it is 
something the Labour govern- 
ment does in other areas. For 
example, armoured vehicles to 
Indonesia”. 

Ton Carstairs, of the UK 
Working Group on Landmines, 
said: “Good - tempered with 
concern about the moratorium. 
Is this loophole there in order 
to use mines? Our experience 
is that when troops have mines, 
they use them.” 

He added: “But the whole 
concept of mines in the future 
is kicked out of the door. 

“And reclassifying those two 
mines obviously sends a very im- 
portant message to companies 
which might be tempted to try 
to avoid export controls." 

Ruthless terrorists, page 5 



‘Every hour, amrtftec^tree people k^e their life or a limb from stepping on a landmine/ says Robin Cook Photograph: David Stewart-Smith/Katz 
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Use snarling stone gryphons which 
- -guard the steps of Belfast's Stormont 
■ Castle seemed aghast yesterday as 
Labour’s new Secretary of Stale for 
Northern Ireland stood in their shad- 
‘~low and poshed forward policies foil of 
mn ovation and, of course, risk. 

• On the same day as a Sinn Fein del- 
egation trooped past the gryphons to 
vlalkto officials about a new. ceasefire, 
•Mo Mowlam was criss-crossing North- 
: : ,ira Ireland from one marching flash - 
|»int to another, meeting Orangemen 
land Catholic residents’ groups, 
i The ceiling of the castle’s entrance 
thall may remain, encrusted with cob- 
webs -which it does, literally as well 
• Wfigurativdy - but Ms Mowlams mes- 
sage is that she is in the business of 
[blowing; away the cobwebs. “We will 
move,” she said, in front of the 
-(gryphons. “Tbny Blair made it ab- 


solutely dear that we intend to get mo- 
mentum into this and to get moving.” 

The flamboyant baronial castle had 
always seemed a fitting home to Ms 
Mowlam’s predecessor, Sir Patrick 
Mayhew, whose vice-regal sedateness 
chim ed perfectly with its turrets and bat- 
tlements. But nowits principal resident 
is in the business of audacious outreach 
rather than of simply holding the fort. 

The style, and therefore the sub- 
stance, has changed;' Sir Patrick's in- 
grained Tory pessimism giving way to 
the new optimism of new Labour. The 
Tbry formality has gone too: Sir Patrick 
never greeted reporters' with “Hello 
sweethearts,” nor kissed Ulster Tfele- 
v is ion’s political correspondent. 

"Yesterday a newstart was made on 
two fronts, the quest for a new IRA 
ceasefire and the pursuit of a non-con- 
frontational marching season. On the 
first front, Martin McGuinness led a 
S inn Brin delegation for his first meet- 
ing with government representatives 


since the IRA’s bombing of the Lon- 
don Docklands in February last year. 

Afterwards Mr McGuinness said the 
election had brought a change in the 
attitude of the offiaals he met: “It was 
very dear to me from their demeanour 
at the meeting that they are now 
working for a new set of employers.” 

He and Ms Mowlam both said it had 
been agreed to bold another meeting 
but she made it dear that this could 
change if the ERA broke the undeclared 
suspension of violence which has been 
in effect for more than three weeks. 

While Ms Mowlam did not make a 
continuing suspension of violence an 
absolute condition for a further meet- 
ing, in speaking to reporters she three 
times referred to its importance. She 
declared: “Very usefully, there has been 
an agreement m prindple-that they will 
meet again, conditions on the ground 
remaining, which I think is the posi- 
tive story from the meeting.” 

While die stressed the urgency of 


making progress quickly, both she 
and Mr McGiunness referred to the 
complication of the Irish general elec- 
tion which is due to be held on 6 June. 
He said: “Many people who are dose 
to this process are very conscious 
about that and about the need for those 
elections to be out of the way.” 

This appears to suggest that vital 
moves in a new peace process will await 
the outcome of the election, which at 
the moment appears set to be a dose 
contesL There is alsoafeefing that aiy 
new ceasefire may not arrive until the 
Drum cree parade, with its threat of an- 
other confrontation, is out of the way. 

From the Unionist ride came criti- 
cism of the Secretary’s action in meet- 
ing residents’ groups, some of which are 
regularly denounced by Unionist politi- 
cians and Orangemen as “Sinn Fein - 
IRA fronts”. Ms Mowlam’s rejoinder 
dwelt on her endorsement of dialogue: 
“In the end there is no other answer but 
forpeople to at down and talk because 



Mo Mowfanc Sweeping cobwebs 


that is the 

the process forward. 

There was also criticism of timing 
the 'meetings with Sinn Fein and the 
residents’ groups, since yesterday was 
polling day in the local council elec- 
tions. The" Rev Ian Paisley, the DUP 
leader, made it clear that for him Ms 
Mowlam’s honeymoon period was 
over “We have seen the tip of the ice- 
berg today of new Labours real pol- 
icy. Prisoners brought over here ... the 
talks going on at Stormont and in the 
midst of an election day the Secretary 
of State consorting with law-breakers.* 



me the Boy Prime Min- 

:r had . had a busy morning, 
tea ring the entire judicial 
uem and banning landmines, 
ies were still shell-shocked 
■st cigarettes, then alcohol 
j now landmines. What’D a 
ip do on a Saturday night?”), 
it was time for his first, 
[-new, non-shouty. once a 
, . ^ (it had been twice) dou- 
^■ple-length Prime Ministers 
: Puestions-and he was anxious 
vthatitgowelL 

.• jj! Being extra brave he d tie- 
f.-j' bided that he wouldn’t use any 
V-i botes. Gone was that huge 
green folder,, with its endless 
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Input-downs. He" was on ms 
% bwn! Furthermore, he’d bemce 
. to everyone, and set a positive 
•inood. 
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A A R0N0VITCH 


Not everyone got it, of 
couis^Thfisaltowandlugifori- 
oiis Eric Prentice (Lab, FencBe) 
- who has been wandering the 
bleak Lancashire- moors too 
long - asked a strongly worded 
question about transport. “Eas- 
sengers had been left high and 
dryiJjr Stagecoach," he shout- 
ed, archaically. It was a “sham- 
ing indictment of the previous 


a dminis tration”. “Mmm,” said 
Blair, softly. “A shaming in- 
dictment? Well, we wffl have to 
leave that to others.” Anyway, 
he went on, Mr Prescott would 
be dealing with transport Mr 
Prescott gave a sweet little 
smite and nodded, like a kinder- 
I garten teacher encouraging 
constructive play among her 
four year olds. 

After that. Labour seekers af- 
ter truth took themceness in- 
junction to heart in an almost 
grisly way. Jean Corsica (Bris- 
tol East), was the first of many. 
YYbuld Tbnetone care to set out 
his policies for convicting more 
nasty criminals? He would He 
did. 

Stuart Bell (Middlesbor- 
ough) thought 26 bills in one 
Queen’s Speech was just terrific. 


‘ “What does he propose as an 
encore?” he greased. 

Embarrassed, Tbnetone did 
a bit of obscure name drop- 
ping, “as the Association of Es- 
tate Agents was saying just the 
other day No-one lanehed 
at the invocation of this 


ous organisation. 


down. He had two questions, 
where before he only bad one! 
What interrogatory riches! He 



quisher of Michael Portillo, i 
pressed concern about thugs. 
Since Twigg is a recent president 
of the National Union of Stu- 
dents, there was a chance that his 
complaint was against the soar- 
ing price of dope. But no. It was 
another invitation to Tbnetone 
to tell us what he had been up 
to eadier in the morning, and his 
plans to appoint a “thugs tsar”. 

Happiest was Paddy Ash- 


it extra dosh for education, 
and - in bite two - how Tbne- 
tone’s figures didn't add up. “I 
do not accept that at all,” 
replied the PM. An expert body 
(it may even have been the As- 
sociation of Estate Agents 
again) had said his.figixres did 
add up- So don’t worry. 

. It had been raining, and - 
with play at the O/al stopped for 
bad weather - Mr Major had 
dropped in. He got three ques- 
tions,, all to do with the wind- 
fall tax. He thought that Iain 
Vfcflance at ST had seemed 
suspiciously fed up to be told 
that his company might have t6 
cough up for the windfall tax. 


Had he been tipped the wink 
that his company would be ex- 
empted come the revolution? 
Mr Major gently required a cat- 
egorical assurance that no 
Labourite had behaved in this 
shocking way. 

So, in the osst traditions of old 
and new Prime Minister’s Ques- 
tions, Tbnetone ^ve a categor- 
ical assurance - about something 
else entirely. If it does transpire 
that some maverick teenager did 
speak out of turn to the BT man, 
at least the new PM will not have 
lied to the House. 

’■ And that -more or less -was 
that It had all been rather suc- 
cessful. The MPs quite liked it 
Sensible exchanges had been 
had, and there was still time for 
ten radical new measures before 
bed. 
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Bank surprise 

Eddie George considered re- 
signing his position as Governor 
of the Bank of England in protest 
at die abrupt removal of ins pow- 
ers of banking supervision this 
week. The Bank was told of the 
transfer of its regulatory au- 
thority to the enlarged SIB only 
24 hours before the announce- 


ment by the Chancellor, Gordon 
Brown. Page 23 

Aids evidence 

Janette Pink has summoned alj 
her strength in spite of the Aids 
she is suffering to give evidence 
against the Cypriot fisherman die 
claims infected her during a hol- 
iday romance. Page 3 


Swiss 


The new multi-featured 
Armada 1500. 

E1499+VAT (£1761 ind. VAT) 


The new Armada 1500 range from Compaq 
- highly 1 featured all-in-one notebooks at 
notably low prices. This Armada 1520D 
model boasts just about every additional 
feature you could wish for: 10 speed CD-ROM, 
stereo speakers, crystal clear 
11.3* STN screen and the power 
of an Intel Pentium* processor 
133MHz. Quite simply you get _ _ 
everything you need in one pentlum* 
package at a cracking little price. ■*" # c * * • ° " 
For your brochure pack please phone: 

0990500020 
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Union chiefs stride back 
into corridors of power 


After nearly two decades out in the cold union leaders this week 
Strode into the corridors of power, it emerged yesterday. John 
Monks, TUC leader, held an unpublidsed meeting with the Prime 
Minister at Downing Street on Tuesday and a day earlier a phalanx 
of senior trade unionists broached the issue of employees 7 rights 
with Margaret Becket, President of the Board of Trade. 

Following the first meeting yesterday of the TUC’s inner circle 
since the election, Mr Monks announced the union movement’s 
Budget submission and welcomed a “substantially changed mood” 
in Whitehall and Westminster. Apart from the sessions 
acknowledged by Mr Monks, union leaders have been in frequent 
contact with the Government over a wide range of issues from the 
future of the Post Office to the reform of the health service. 

Speaking after a meeting of the TUC's executive committee, Mr 
Monks congratulated ministers for getting off to a “cracking start" 
by signalling the end of the union ban at GCHQ, the introduction 
of a minimum wage and the reversion to national bargaining in the 
NHS. He said: “For 18 years unions have been systematically 
excluded from playing their proper role in representing their 
members’ interests to government and policy-makers. This has now 
changed." Barrie Clement 


School nurse cuts threaten pupils 


Children are being put at risk by swingeing cuts in the number of 
school nurses, it was claimed yesterday. The result was likely to be 
more children and teenagers suffering from mental and 
behavioural problems or eating disorders, falling prey to substance 


abuse and getting pregnant, nurses warned. The Royal College of 
Nursing yesterday launched a major campaign to save the school 
nurse, seen by the profession as an unsung hero. 

The RCN is to press the Government to make it a statutory 
.requirement for every child to have access to a school nurse. 
Members of the RCN meeting at their annual congress in 
Harrogate, North Yorkshire, later voted on an emergency 
resolution on the issue. The RCN said school nurses - who number 
about 5,000 - were being “picked off" to achieve cost cuts because 
they were a soft target 


Camelot TV claims rejected 


The National Lottery operator 
Camelot's complaint against a 
BBC Panorama programme in 
which the Virgin boss Richard 
Branson (left) alleged that he 
had been offered a bribe by 
Camelot was thrown out by the 
Broadcasting Standards 
Commission yesterday. 

In the programme last 
December. Mr Branson 
claimed that Guy Snowdon, 
head of computing company 
GTech and a member of the 
Camelot consortium, offered 
him an “inducement" to pull out of bidding for the lottery before 
the franchise was awarded. Camelot complained to the 
Broadcasting Standards Co mmis sion that the programme acted 
unfairly because it did not fully inform the company of the 
seriousness of the programme's allegations before interviewing one 
of its senior staff, did not allow the company to put its side of the 
story and edited the programme in a selective and unfair manner. 
The BSC rejected all of Camelot's complaints. Paul McCann 


Greenpeace in frontier venture 


promising area for substantial offshore oil production around 
Britain as North Sea fields run down; already BP and Shell have 
made discoveries. The environmental group argues that if the 
threat of catastrophic climate change is to be averted then oil 


exploration h3s to cease, because the burning of existing reserves 
will in itself cause dangerous global warming. Nicholas Schoon 


will in itself cause dangerous global warming. Nicholas Sch 

Off-licence shelves alcopop plans 


Britain's biggest chain of off-licences has shelved plans to bring out 
an own-brand alcopop amid growing criticism of the controversial 
drinks. The Spar chain, which has X2G0 stores, said a planned 
range had been put on bold after allegations that the sweet- 
flavoured drinks deliberately target under-age drinkers. 


Lloyd-Webber’s £3.5m wine sale 

The sale of Lord Lloyd-Webber’s wine collection at Sotheby's in 
London fetched a total of more than £3J5m, smashing the pre-sale 
estimate of between £2-£2.7ra, the auction house said. 


Men worn down by thrill of the chase 




Big ideas 

in a small space 





Greenpeace yesterday launched an ambitious campaign to halt oil 
exploration and production in the “Atlantic Frontier", north-west 
of Scotland. The deep continental shelf waters are seen as the most 


Relentless pursuit of sex is wearing down the male population and 
sending them to an early grave, according to a British scientist. 
After research into a species of nematode worm Dr David Gems 
has concluded that men could possibly live an extra 13.5 years and 
the worms could increase their lifespan by two-thirds, if they 
stopped chasing females. Dr Gems, a geneticist at University 
CoUege London, claims that although, women traditionally live 
longer, it is really men who are programmed to live further into old 
age. There would be more old men than old women if it were not 
for their sex drive, he says in the latest New Scientist magazine. 






BITING HUMOUR: The veteran comedian Jerry Lewis, ready tadnvourhis wife In public yesterday, 
- as he arrived in London to star in Damn Yankees at the Adel phi Theatre (Photograph: Reuters) 


Britain’s Jackson Pollock 
gives away £lm of art 


T he artist known as the British Jackson Pollock yes- 
terday donated works valued at more than £1 m 
worth of his works to the Scottish National Gallery 
of Modem Art 

The gift, by Alan Davie, was made after the gallery 
was able to buy four of his early works with money from 
the National Heritage Lottery Fund. 

He donated 13 oil paintings and 14 gouache draw- 
ings, including several works that are of world renown, 
because he wanted the “cream” to be kept in his na- 
tive Scotland. 

Alan Davie was bom in Edinburgh in 1920, and the 
works donated include his earliest self-portrait, made 
when he was 1 7, and some of his famous large abstract 
oils on canvas. 

During the 1950s and 1960s. at the height of his ca- 
reer, he was regarded by many as the European equiv- 
alent of American artists Pollock and Mark Rothko, some 
of whose colourful and powerful abstracts are promi- 
nently shown in the Tate Gallery in London, and - com- 
mand vast sums in the international art market 


Mr Davie said yesterday; “It gives me great satisfac- 
tion that a major collection of my work will belong to 
the Scottish .National Gallery of Modem Art. 

*1 have been feted all over the world and it does now 
seem as if 1 am becoming more appreciated in my own 
land. 

“In the past so much of my work has gone abroad, 
but I have always kept the cream of my work for myself 
so that it could remain in Scotland.” 

Patrick Elliott, a curator at the Edinburgh gallery, said: 
“He is arguably the most important post-war Scottish 
painter and this Is the first time the National Heritage 
Lottery Fund has been used to buy works by a Irving 
artist 

. “There aren’t that many Scottish artists who are world- 
renowned, and ft will create a lot of local interest 

“He is not only a great artist but a popular one too. 
A double whammy for us.” 

Six of the paintings are on display at the Scottish Na- 
tional Gallery of Modem Art and will remain on show 
throughout the summer. 
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wheeled out 


Austria . . . 

■Scnco 

THE INDEPENDENT ABROAD 

N lands F6.00 QVER5EAS SWSCWrTHnS 

Bdpum ... 

.awo 

la*.... 

. LA .500 

to mad. 13 weeks Europe £11076; foe 1 iMtUe 

Cananes .. 

.PB300 

Madera . 

. Esc325 

East. Amenta. Nna and hdai £i84.0& foe 2 (Far 

Cypos 

■CILSO 

Mafia... 

■*3 cents 

Cast ar*j Auaratsa/ £ 206 . 7C. To P tese 

DentnarV . . 

..Dial 8 

Norway.. 

..NW2Q 

tftespe oapte to Jontacns Memncnd Merto Semes 

inshReo .. 

..A5u 

Portugal . 

.Esc325 

ltd to 43 Maaitttr. loMon EM 9W ondephore 01T1 • 

France ... 

.. &V 

Soatf . . . 

. Pts300 

538 8268. Oatt cams wobane. 

Germany .. 

.DM as 

Sweden. . 

..SkT21 

BACK ISSUES 

Greece . . . 

. .0*50 

Smeertana 

.SMJM 

Bach issues ot Pw todepondert are wrwiatte from: 

Lw&TbOurg 

...IftJO 

US».... 

S3.0C 

wan* Nwswoeis. B*eonm<HS9BBi0370. 


A new member of the Barbie doll 
family was introduced to the pub- 
lic yesterday - one that uses a 
wheelchair and is intended to 
change altitudes about people 
wife disabilities. 

“Share a Smile Becky” is the 
new ll-and-a-haff-inch friend of 
Barbie, who comes in a bright hot- 
pink wheelchair. The strawberry 
blonde doll wears a turquoise out- 
fit with a white shirt underneath 
emblazoned with IDEA, standing 
for Individuals With Disabilities Ed- 
ucation Act. 

The doll, made by Mattel, would 
help dispel uneasiness some peo- 
ple have around those with dis- 
abilities, the company said. 

Hannah Withers, aged 9, of 
Springfield, Vlrgina, who has cere- 
bral palsy, stroked the doll's hair 
as she sat in her own wheelchair 
and exclaimed with a big grin, 
“She’s in a wheelchair." 

“1 was so excited,” said Han- 
nah's mother, Tina. “Becky's legs, 
you can bend the knees. This is 
something Hannah is working on.” 

The bendable joints is an exclu- 
sive feature of Becky. 

James Brady, the former press 
secretary to Ronald Reagan who 
was paralysed in a 1981 assassi- 



SoHiemt^ynhas 
heart trouble 


nation attempt, said he planned to 
use the doll as a “teaching guide.” 

“Barbie is still the same Barbie. 
She's still cool,” he said. 

The doll is being sold exclusive- 
ly in Toys R Us stores across the 
US, and hit the shelves at SI 9.99. 

Between 4,500 and 6,000 dolls 
have been sold nationwide, Mattel 
officials said. 

“Barbie's world reflects the real 
world. Barbie nas African-Ameri- 
can friends. She has Asian friends. 
She has Hispanic friends. She has 
men and women friends. 

This is another doll in her world 
that will really showcase the rich- 
ness and the diversity that we see 
in the real world today,” said 
Mattel's product manager, Marla 
Ubraty, AP, Washington 


Russian writer Alexander Solzhen- 
itsyn, who fought.the Soviet Union 
before turning his fire on capitalist 
Russia, has been admitted to hos- 
pital with a heart condition, his 
assistant announced yesterday. 

“He feels all right and did not 
have a heart attack,” said Munira 
Urazova. 

The 79-year-old Nobel laureate 
was admitted to the Central Clini- 
cal Hospital on 12 May 

Solzhenitsyn won the Nobel 
Prize for Literature in 1970 for writ- 
ings which publicised the harsh- 
ness of the Soviet prison camp 
system, in which he spent nearly a 
decade. 

Expelled from the Soviet Union 
in 1974, Solzhenitsyn lived in exile 
in rural America for 20 years be- 
fore returning to Russia, where he 
attacked its new leaders for being 
just as bad as the communists. 

The author of A Day in the Life 
of Ivan Denisovich, First Circle and 
Cancer Ward has Jed a discreet life 
since his weekly television pro- 
gramme was taken off the air in 
1995. 

The bearded firebrand, who 
says his country has lost its spiri- 
tual roots and favours a kind of 
19th century rural nationalism, was 
widely criticised for being out of 
touch with modem Russia after his. 
long exile. 

Reuters, Moscow 


Inquiry into jet-set college chief ‘flawed’ 


An investigation into the expenses claimed by a jet- 
setting university vice-chancellor saw “errors of 
judgement”, the Government's public spending 
watchdog said yesterday. 

The National Audit Office found that Portsmouth 
University had not complied witii good practice in its 
handling of allegations against Neil Merritt, who re- 
signed as vice-chancellor in December, 1994. 

The university had incurred “significant costs” dur. 
ing its investigation, including around £140,000 for an 
independent inquiry, the NAO said. 

Portsmouth University governors launched an ini- 
tial investigation in the autumn of 1993, after it 
emerged that Mr Merritt had claimed on expenses for 
dub class air travel on two trips to Egypt and the Far 
East when he had in fact downgraded to two econo- 
my dass tickets for himself and his wife, making a 
profit of £1,457. 


A year later, the vice-chancellor's secretary report- 
ed concerns that her boss was misrepresenting his 
expenses to evade VAT, and Mr Merritt handed in hfe 
resignation shortly afterwards. 

The National Audit Office said there was no evi- 
dence that anyone involved in handling the investiga- 
tion had acted improperly, but said that the 
university's audit committee had misjudged the seri- 
ousness of the vice-chancellor’s actions because it 
did not Involve the theft or the loss of university 
funds. 

it recommended that other universities learn 
lessons from Portsmouth’s experience in setting pro- 
cedures on handling misconduct for senior staff. 

In addition, it called tor the Department tor Educa- 
tion and Employment to offer more guidance on the 
duties and responsibilities of governing bodies. 

Lucy Ward 
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HEALTH 

Asthma gene mutation 
discovered On island 


Researchers have identified a mutated gene that makes people 
susceptible to asthma, having discovered it on one of the .world s 

most isolated islands. „ . „ . 

Sequana Therapeutics analysed DNA from about ^00 people on 
Tristan da Cunha, an island in the south Atlantic, about 1,500 miles 
from South Africa. About 30 per cent of the island’s residents have 
as thma, apparently passed on from an original settler. 

' The pinpointing of the mutated genes eventually could help 
identify people at risk of getting sick, and also could suggest new 

drugs for treatment. , 

“We found a difference - a change in that DNA that is different^ 
in people who have asthma than those that don’t have the disease, 
said Bob Giargiari, of San Diego- based Sequana. 

The researchers said that, of the estimated 15 million Americans 
with asthma, up to 10 per cent seemed to have a geneuc 
predisposition to the disease. ' 


SOCIETY 

Lunch - not to be taken lightly 


Sandwiches hare become the latest status symbol for ambitious 
office workers, according to market research earned out by the 
supermarket rh*™ Tesco. Bosses are making sure they order more 
expensive sandwiches than their secretaries, who will in tarn order 
more expensive sandwiches than the lowjy receptionist.^ 
According to Tesco, it’s all to do with image. ^Sandwiches ar* 
usually eaten at your desk, and everyone looks to see what the next 

person has bought,” said a spoke sman. 

Well-paid executives I [ 


invariably insist on designer 
sandwiches, made from 
speciality breads, rather than a 
bumble sliced loaf. 

It appears .that businessmen 
simply don't want to be seen 
witb-a humble cheese sandwich. 
“They want to be seen as 1 
sophisticated knowledgeable 
about food - mid a sandwich 
which stands out In a crowd is 
used to give them psychological 
edge over their rivals, "said the 
spokesman. 








SCHOOLS 


ME taking toll in the classroom 


The chronic fatigue illness ME is the biggest cause of long-term 
sickness absence in UK schools, a study published today claims. A 
survey responded to by 1,100 schools revealed ME was responsible 
for 51 per cent of long-term absence, while a fifth of schools had 
experienced cases of ME. 

For every 100,000 children, there are 70 cases of ME. and more 
than a third of all cases occur in clusters - often in areas near 
polluted open water, the research says. 

Jane Colby, an ME sufferer who carried out the survey with 
consultant microbiologist Dr Elizabeth DowseiL said: “This disease 
shows a very sinis ter pattern right across the school population. 
No-one can deny any longer how serious it is." 

ME, which can leave sufferers so weak they can barely chew 
food, is more commonly associated with high-flying adults, earning 
it the nickname “yuppie flu". However, awareness is growing of its 
capacity to strike in children, causing them to miss vital months of 
schooling. 

Jane Colby writes on ME in Education Plus, in today 's edition of 
The Independent Tabloid. Lucy Ward 






TECHNOLOGY 


T-rays could supersede X-rays 




The T-Ray could replace the X-Ray. with images that are sharper 
and safer, according to research published today. 

Scientists in New York say the terahertz rays - electromagnetic 
waves with frequencies that are measured hi trillions of seconds - 
could be used in everything from medicine to drag enforcement 
Physicist Xi Cheng Zhang and his colleagues at the Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute in 'froy. New York, say the imaging system 
can produce pictures with a resolutionof up to 150 micrometres. 

The team, whose findings were reported in New Scientist, is 
initially concentrating on its medical applications. The T-Rays 
could also be used to check silicon chip circuits, hunt for hidden 
drugs being loaded onto planes, look for defects in plastics and 
monitor food for freshness. 


s bite 


ALCOHOL 


Record number fail breath-tests 


More than 100,000 people breathalysed by police last year were 
over the drink-drive limit, the Horae Office said yesterday. Police 
forces around the country carried out 781,000 roadside tests in 
1996, the largest number ever. Of those, 100.500 were positive. In 
1995, 94,400 oul of 702,700 tests conducted were positive. 

The Association of Chief Police Officers said the increase in the 
number r»f tests m3y have been a direct result of a policy derision 
last year to test all drivers involved in accidents. Kathy Marks 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 41-2% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
in the first half of 1996 
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news 


The ShirleyValentine 
devastated by Aids 


takes revenge on her 




Ian Barrell 


Only eight months ago. Janette Pink 
weighed barely five stone and could 
talk only in a whisper. Her skin had 
turned brown from the effects of 
Aids and doctors gave her 20 months 
to live. 

But today, summoning her 
strength she will have her day in a 
Cyjjriot court, giving evidence 
against the man she ben eves delib- 
erately infected her with the dead- 
ly virus. It is this fi^r for justice which 
has strengthened her will to survive. 
Once too weak to stand, she has put 
on two stone and taken, up swimming 
to build her strength. 

Afrthe weekend she travelled, 
more than 2,000 miles from her 
home in BasDdoh, Essex, back into 
the searing summer heat of the 
Medlterraneanhoijday isle where she 
had set out on the (beam of a new 
life only four yeans ago. 

Mirroring the script of the film 
Shirley Valentine she uprooted from 


Britain after divorcing from a long 
marriage and then quickly fell in love. 

Tomorrow, for the first time in nine 
months, she will set eyes on her for- 
mer lover, Paylos Georgiou, the 
man on trial for giving her Aids. 

Mrs Pink, 45, is the chief prose- 
cution witness. “I want to go back to 
Cyprus to see his face in the dock," 
she said. “I wonder whether he will 
' be able to look me in the eye." 

She will allege that Mr Georgiou, 
39, a fisherman, gave her HIV 
through unprotected sex during an 
18-month relationship which began 
with a chance meeting in a local bar, 
two months after she left England. 

Last night Mrs Pink was with 
friends and relatives in Agia Napa, 
the resort on the south-eastern tip 
of the island where she first met Mr 
Georgiou. Her former lover looked 
tired and angry last night al the 
prospect of appearing in court Ty- 
ing in front of the television in the 
new apartment he has had built 
alongside the family-run London 


Good times, hard times: 

Jan Pink and Pavlos 
Georgiou (left) during their 
relationship, and (right) 

Miss Pink as she is now, 
her appearance dramatically 
changed by the. onset of 
Aids, which caused her 
weight to plummet to 
five stones 

Photographs: Solo 

Archway pub in Agia Napa where the 
couple met, he declined to talk 
about the case. “I don't care about 
her, “ he shouted in Greek, "Get out 
of iny bouse before I punch you.” 

This morning the former lovers 
will separately make the 25-mile jour- 
ney down the coast in the humidity 
of 27C temperature to the modem 
white court building in Lamaca, 

■ which is preparing for the case, the 



If Mr Georgiou is convicted he is 
likely to come against prejudice and 
isolation in prison because of his HIV 
status. "This is not like En gland. 
Here we don't like people who have 
Aids,” said another local. 

The case has only been brought 
at all because of a tireless campaign 
by Mrs Pink and her family. The 
prosecution is based on an ancient 
island law aimed at limiting the 


against those who fail to warn their 
, sexual partners that they have HIV. 

In 1992, Kenneth Clarke, then 
Home Secretary, ruled out a crimi- 
nal offence of knowingly transmit- 
ting HIV and the only recourse in 
Britain is a manslaughter or murder 
charge, along with proof that the 
death of the victim was intended. 

Mrs Pink, the former wife of a 
City accountant had travelled to 


6 I want to go back to Cyprus to see his face in the dock 
I wander if he will be able to took me in the eye 9 


like of which has not been heard in 
Cyprus before. 

Local feeling is running high. 
"People are very angry with die 
Cypriot guy," said one local man. 
“He’s a kfiler just the same as if he 
was using a gun. He has destroyed 
that woman and he should be hung." 


spread of diseases like cholera and 
typhoid and carries a maximum sen- 
tence of only two years in jafl and a 
£1,500. fine. But Mrs Pink and her 
supporters believe the outcome of 
the case could have vital implications 
for the future, setting an international 
precedent which could be used 


Cyprus in 1993 with a £26,000 li 
sum from her ex-husband and a 
of £25,000 from her mother Sheila, 
to help pay for a new home. 

She bought an apartment in Par- 
alimni, a resort popular with British 
expatriates with a lively party circuit 
which she quickly joined. Fbr seven 


months, she saw Mr Georgiou oc- 
casionally, as a friend, until in April 
1994 she realised she had fallen in 
love. He bad. she says, confided to 
her that his wife was dying from 
leukaemia. In fact, Martha Georgiou 
was dying from Aids and the 
youngest of the couple’s four children 
also had the virus. But unaware of 
her lover’s HIV status, Mrs Pink 
■agreed to unprotected sex. 

Mns Pink was said by friends to be 
“mesmerised” by her new lover who 
took heron trips to the snow-covered 
Cyprus mountains. Later she was 
happy to part with thousands of 
pounds from her divorce settlement 
to help him build a new boat. 

But at Christmas, the truth began 
to unfold. Martha Georgiou died 
from Aids in a London hospital. As 
word spread in Cyprus, Mrs Pink’s 
friends persuaded ner to go for an 
Aids test Even when she discovered 
she was HIV-positive, she could not 
overcome her infatuation. Believing 
that Mr Georgiou was the only per- 


son who could now care for her, she 
moved into his home, and then in 
January last year became accidentally 
pregnant. Scared that the baby 
would be HIV-positive, she opted for 
a termination. 

Within months, Mrs Pink had de- 
veloped full-blown Aids and her 
health rabidly deteriorated. The 
physical side of her relationship 
with Mr Georgiou came to an end. 
She last saw turn at the harbour as 
she returned to Britain last August, 
desperately ill and close to death. 

Even now she needs 30 drugs a 
day, morphine and frequent blood 
transfusions. Her partial recovery has 
been spurred, she says, by the real- 
isation thafher former lover could 
still be passing the virus to others. 

According to Mr Georgiou, Mrs 
Pink was aware all along of his HTV 
status and is now pursuing a vendet- 
ta. He said Mrs Pink had made a "big 
mistake" in seeking the prosecution. 
“Her motive is revenge. She was just 
jealous," he said. 


T-Rex’s bite made worse by his gout 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 


H 


It was grumpy, loud, and car- 
nivorous: ana the classic image 
of Tyrannosaurus Rex, the ar- 
chetypal dinosaur, may have had 
a lot do with its appetite, ac- 
cording to work by American 
scientists. For the "tyrant king" 
of the now-extinct beasts had 
gout, says a study of fossilised 
bones and joints. This would 
have made movement painful - 
just as it does for human suf- 
ferers of the condition. 

And for anyone who decides 
that seeing its fabled grumpiness 
on screen (in the new Spielberg 
film The Lost World) is not 
enough, the next few months 
wfl] offer the chance to buy two 
of the most complete T rex 
skeletons that exist. One, with 
more than 60 per cent pf the 
bones in place, is being offered 
for S 10m, while another - which 
was key in the discovery of 
T rex’s ailment - is being auc- 
tioned in autumn in New York, 
with a reserve price of Sim. 

Gout is caused by the for- 
mation of needle-shaped crys- 
tals of uric add in the joints - 
usually, in humans, because of 
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ineffective kidneys. Among fa- 
mous sufferers was Hemy VEX 
Before modem medicines 

were available, the usua?treut- 
ment was rest, in order that the 
nystals might dissolve sponta- 


neously. However, it causes 
erosion of the bone where the 
crystals form - which is what 
Bruce Rothschild, of the Arthri- 
tis Center of North east. Ohio, in 
Youngstown, noticed in the 
right forearm of one of the three 


most complete T rex skeletons 
(known as Sue). More studies 
on other bones of other skele- 
tons confirmed signs of bone 
erosion peculiar to gout - which 
has been found in modem-day 
reptiles and birds, which are de- 


Mr Grumpy of the dinosaur 
world: T rex, whose 
imamiable disposition has 
been attributed to an 
unrelieved diet of meat, 
which led to gout 

scended from the dinosaurs. 

The question, though, is why 
T rex should have got gout, since 
it did not (as far as palaeontol- 
ogists can tell) drink port or eat 
butter, the usual causes in those 
genetically predisposed to the 
.disease. However, says Mr 
Rothschild, another factor is 
consumption of foods with high 
concentrations of chemicals 
known as purines - plentiful in 
red meat. 

This, he notes, was “no 
stranger to this denizen from the 
Cretaceous era.” 

The sale of T rex skeletons 
has been timed to cash in on the 
the Spielberg film, and could 
provide a useful measure of the 
real scientific value of dinosaur 
skeletons - as opposed to their 
value to fihnmakere. 

The $ 10m price tag placed on 
the first skeleton, which in- 
dudes a tooth 33cm long, is al- 
most 10 times greater than the 
previous top price for a fossil. 


Poms deprived of the 
right to whinge 


Matthew Brace 


Poms, stop your whingeing. 
The age-old insult meted out to 
Britons by Australians (or Skip- 
pies, as we like to say when hurl- 
ing back slang in return) is no 
longer derogatory, but a term 
of endearment. 

Yesterday, the President of 
the Human Rights and Equal 
Opportunity Commission, Sir 
Ronald Wilson, ruled that 
“pom” and “pommy" were un- 
likely to offend, insult, humfii- 
ate or intimidate. 

Sir Ronald was dismissing a 
complaint - presumably from a 
whingeing pom - against the 
Courier-Mail newspaper in Bris- 
bane. 

However, he said he could 
imagine, “albeit with some dif- 
ficulty", that the words could be 
unlawful in the context of an ar- 
ticle which was plainly malicious 
or scurrilous. 

The term "pom” has a vari- 
ety cf origins, depending cm who 
you talk to. Some say it came 
from the red, pomegranate hue 





that British First World War sol- 
diers turned in the desert sun. 
Others believe it came from the 
initials of “Prisoner of Mother 
England", referring to the Eng- 
lish convicts sent to Australia in 
the 1700s and 1800s. 

The Oxford English Dictio- 
nary is dear about its inference. 
“Pom" is Australian and New 
Zealand slang (usu. derog.), it 


says, above a description of 
the same word as “dried and 
powdered cooked potato". 

Australians may have lost a 
popular insult yesterday but 
those who really want to vent 
their anger on intruders from 
the UK can of course revert to 
another age-old favourite - 
“whingeing bath-dodgers”. 

When Britons arrive Down 
Under they are unused to the 
heat and continue, so the fable 
goes, to bathe only infrequent- 
ly compared to their antipodean 
cousins. 

One Skippy in Britain, Jon- 
no Coleman, award-winning 
DJ at Virgin radio, and Sydney- 
sider, said “pom" was now con- 
sidered a “badge of honour” 
rather than an insult 

“Poms are proud of it. It’s 
better than ‘wogs’ - the name 
the Greeks or Italians get giv- 
en by the Australians,” he said. 

“Mind yon, the Greeks are so 
used to It now that when a group 
of them set up a theatre com- 
pany they called it Wogs out of 
Work." 


Naturally Greenpeace approves of 
chopping down trees to make window frames. 


ii Think Wood 


Window frames made of timber from well managed forests are more ecologically 
acceptable than those made of uPVC. So says Greenpeace. Who are we to di sagree? ^ TraJe JWnwirwi, a*-*? Qxmfr" Saw/, London . wiyjel 

. . http://www.ttf.co.uk 
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news 


‘Crash’ driven 
out of the West 


End for good 


David Lister 

Arts News Editor 


The Government was yesterday 
urged to step in and redefine 
what an 18 film certificate 
means, as Westminster coun- 
cillors banned the controversial 
film Crash from being shown in 
London's West End. 

The film will still open on 6 
June at 40 cinemas nationwide 
including those parts of London 
outside the City of Westminster. 

But in a surprisingly vitriolic 
judgement yesterday. Westmin- 
ster s licencing sub committee's 
chairman labelled the film as 
'‘bordering on obscenity" liable 
to lead to copycat action and 
guilty of depicting women in a 
"sexually humiliating way". 

Even the three councillors 
who voted against the ban by the 
nine-strong Conservative con- 
trolled committee gave the 
film's producers little comfort. 

Labour councillor Kate 
Wilkins said afterwards "It's stu- 
pid to give all this publicity to 
the most boring, tedious film 
I've ever seen. And as usual in 
an art film, it has women 
taking their clothes off." 

Crash directed by David Cro- 
nenberg and starring Holly 
Hunter and Rosanna Arquette. 


focuses cm a group of people who 
gain sexual stimulation from 
car crashes. The film, based on 
the novel by J G Ballard, is how- 
ever made in a stylised manner 
depicting its central characters 
as unfulfilled, and the sex as cold 
. and unerotic. 

Yesterday's decision by West- 
minster councillors to make its 
interim bah on the film perma- 
nent was especially important for 
its call on the Government to 
arrange for new independent 
guidelines for IS films. At pre- 
sent, the guidelines used by the 
British Board of Film Gassifi- 
cation (which has given Crash an 
18 certificate) say that 18 cer- 
tificate films cover those “re- 
quiring an adult understanding" 
including "nudity in a sexual con- 
text and graphic violence." West- 
minster councillors complained 
yesterday that “the guidelines for 
18 films' are so wide that virtu- 
ally any film could be classified 
under the heading." 

Yesterday's committee meet- 
ing provided a dramatic clash of 
cultures. A 69-year-old antiques 
dealer. John Bull, who chaired 
the sub committee, delivered a 
fierce denunciation of the film 
following an impassioned plea 
by 39-year-old Chris Auty, the 
film’s executive producer. After 


his plea the committee went into 
private session to debate the 
merits of the film for more than 
two hours. Mr Boll read a state- 
ment on behalf of the commit- 
tee saying that the film was 
“bordering on obscenity". 

He went on "The mam char- 
acters in the film am shown as 
being sexually attractive, inde- 
pendently minded, interper- 
sonally powerful, effective and 
tenacious. In short they are de- 
picted to be attractive role mod- 
els. It is for this reason the sub 
committee found the deviant be- 
haviour of the main characters 
in relation to sex and car crash- 
es most disturbing ... it is argued 
that the film taken as a whole 
could deprave and corrupt." 

In his plea to the committee, 
Chris Auty said: “It seemsto me 
that any commonsensical per- 
son seeing the film will ac- 
knowledge that it paints a 
disturbing world; one which 
has become cold, technological, 
dehumanised. Crash clearly 
warns us against dehumanisa- 
tion, against a society drifting 
into affect iessn ess. 

“Simply because it does not 
open with a statement of moral 
guidance does not mean that the 
film is not pre-occupied with 
moral issues." 
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Last rites: mourners at the funeral in Edmonton, north London, yesterday of ‘Sunglasses’ Ron Staples, ‘King of the Teddy Boys' Photograph: Brian Mams 
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Sahara’s lost rivers 
reveal man at work 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 


The Sahara may be a by-word 
in deserts nowadays, but half a 
milli on years ago prehistoric hu- 
mans lived and made tools 
there amongst plentiful rivers. 

Radar observations carried 
out by the Space Shuttle in 1981 
pointed towards the existence 
below the Saharan surface of 
dried-up ancient riverbeds 
which, when they flowed, would 
have made ideal sites for early 
humans to build villages. 

New. unpublished research 
by Professor Vince Haynes at 
the University of Arizona, sug- 
gests that the rivers were flow- 
ing about 400,000 years ago, and 
lhar those early humans made 
tools such as hand axes and even 
meat cleavers. The findings, 
from digging by a team of ar- 
chaeologists from the universi- 
ty, indicates that what is now 
wasteland was once a fertile 
area. During previous ice ages 
- the last of which was only 


10,000 years ago - it may have 
been .a temperate, fertile region, 
compared with chillier areas fur- 
ther north. 

Today it is one of the most in- 
hospitable places on the plan- 
et, devoid of vegetation, less than 
a millimetre of rain annually, 
and With baking temperatures. 

Present theories suggest that 
humans originated in the Great 
Rift Valley area of central 
Africa, where fossils of ho- 
minids from up to 3 rafllion 
years ago have been found. 
But palaeontologists have won- 
dered about how widely early 
humans were spread across the 
continent, and how they would 
have migrated to other coun- 
tries. If they were well-estab- 
lished in northern Africa, using 
the fertile Sahara as a base, then 
they might have arrived in Eu- 
rope and Asia far earlier than 
if they were mainly based in 
mid-Africa and migrated north. 

Early results of the work 
were announced last January. 
Previously, imaging radar de- 


ployed from the Space Shuttle 
has been used to uncover buried 
parts of the Great Wall of Chi- 
na. providing precise indicators 
to archaeologies of where to be- 
' gin digging. The same radar has 
also been used to indicate the 
areas of northern Africa where 
the present-day continents col- 
lided 650 million years ago. 

“These data reveal geologic 
structures buried beneath the 
thin skin of desert sands, like an 
X-ray’s ability to study the in- 
side of a human body," said 
Robert Stem, of the Universi- 
ty of Texas at Dallas, who 
helped set up the radar system. 
"If you’re standing on the sur- 
face there is little to be seen. 
The geologic structures we are 
seeing are obscured by a few 
inches to a few feet of sand." 

According to fossils found in 
1995 in Kenya, the first ho 
minids may have evolved about 
4.2 million years ago, much 
earlier than “Lucy", who first 
walked upright 3 2 million years 
ago in Olduvai Gorge, Tanzania. 


Moviegoers to get tonic 
with a whiff of gin 


Khn Sengupta 


Next time you go to the cine- 
ma, be prepared to have all 
your senses assailed, it is no 
longer just sound and vision, but 
smell which could also come 
into play. 

An advertising company is 
launching the first smellyvi- 
sion campaign for film goers to 
promote Gordon’s Gin. As a 
gin and tonic is mixed on 
screen, the smell of juniper 
berries will waft across the au- 
dience. 

The aromatic effect will be 
created by releasing the scent 
of the berries through the au- 
ditorium's air conditioning sys- 


tem. However, those hoping to 
inhale a tipple will be disap- 
pointed. It is completely non- 
alcoholic and will dissolve in 
carbon dioxide. 

The week-long trial will be- 
gin at the Ritzy cinema in Brix- 
ton, south London, on Friday. 
If public reaction is favourable 
it will be launched nationwide. 

Andy Neal, of United Dis- 
tillers, said the company hoped 
that the £250.000 campaign 
would boast the revival of gin. 
which in common with many 
other spirits is trying to shake 
off its image as the alder-per- 
sons' drink. 

According to the British Film 
Institute, this is the first time an 


odour has been linked to an ad- 
vert. although combining 
movies with smells date back 
more than 50 years. 

In 1940 audiences at Afv 
Dream smelt a range from flow- 
ers and forests to petrol and tar. 
The effect was repeated in the 
1959 documentaiy Behind the 
Great Wall Scent of Mystery the 
same year, and Pokester in 3982. 

A spokesman "for the Ad- 
vertising Standards Authority 
said: “ This is a new area in 
which cinema goers will have no 
choice in whether or not they 
want to he subjected to the 
smell in the advertisement. Wfe 
shall have to see how the 
public react." 
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Blair’s 

favourite 



bags 
another 
victory - 
for crisps 


Bruce Lee, who features in the Doritos credits... 
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along with the comedy actor Terry Thomas. The advertising agency, BMP D DP, which created it also handies the Labour account 


A <#f '■'■Hr Wvj, 


lost rhjj 
in at wmi 


Paid McCann 

Media Correspondent 

Tony. Blair’s favourite adman, 
Chris Powell, had more good 
news last night, when his ad- 
vertising agency, BMP DDB, 
picked up the advertising in- 
dustry’s highest award for a 
piece of work that wasn't even 
an advertisement. 

BMP DDB, which handles 
Ihe Labour Party's account, 
picked up the onty gold of the 
night at the advertising world's 


Oscars- the Design and Art Di- 
rection awards - for its spon- 
sorship credits for Doritos 
crisps. 

The credits, which were used 
during Dorilos's sponsorship of 
a season of JTV film premieres, 
had the faces of him stars such 
as Terry Thomas and Bruce Lee 
superimposed on a pair of lips 
munching crisps and making ap- 
preciative noises. “This is the 
first award to go to a sponsor- 
ship credit," said Chas Bayfield, 
a creative at Tango agency 


HHCL & Partners and one of 
(he judges. "It won because it 
was original and mould-break- 
ing. Up until a few years ago 
sponsor credits were just graph- 
ics. It also won because it made 
all the judges in the room 
laugh." 

Tbe same creative team from 
BMP DDB also won a silver 
award in the cinema category 
for its hard-hitting work for the 
Ministry of Sound nightclub's 
“Use Your Vote" ads. The cin- 
ema ads showed racists, homo- 


phobes and yuppies and en- 
couraged young people to vote 
in the election because the peo- 
ple featured would. 

The Doritos “munching 
mouths", which last only a few 
seconds, beat off the adver- 
tisement from Blackcurrant 
Tango, the heavily ripped in- 
dustry favourite. The adver- 
tisement featured xenophobic 
spokesman Roy Gardner 
marching along the White Cliffs 
of Dover challenging a French 
schoolboy to a fight because he 


didn't like blackcurrants, ft won 
a silver in the longer advertise- 
ments category for the agency 
HHCL & Partners. 

Also winning a silver was the 
third most complained about 
advertisement on British tele- 
vision last year. N ike's Euro *% 
football match between evil 
demons and a side led by for- 
mer Manchester United star 
Eric Cantona attracted com- 
plaints from around 120 view- 
ers last year because of its 
demonic imagery and because 


of worries it might scare chil- 
dren. The Good versus Evil ad, 
as it is known, was created by 
Nike's Amsterdam -based 
agency Wleden & Kennedy and 
won its silver in the ads under 
60 seconds category. 

In the press advertising cat- 
egory Saatchi & Saatchi's con- 
troversial Club 18-30 
advertising picked up a silver. 
Saatchi & Saatchfs “Beaver Es- 
pana" posters for Club 18-30 
won a silver award last year but 
the advertising agency was 


forced to hand it back when the 
Advertising Standard's Au- 
thority was deluged with com- 
plaints about the suggestive 
nature of the posters. 

This rime the ads ran in 
youth magazines like Loaded 
and kept their heavy reliance on * 
double entendre to suggest sex- 
filled holidays for twenty-some- 
things. Copylines included: 
“One swallow doesn’t make a 
summer". “Something deep in- 
side her said she'd come again" 
and “Spend two weeks on some 


bloke's boat". Mr Bayfield said 
it was easier for ads that sell 
youth products to win awards: 
“It is always the funny, beer ads 
or seay ads that connect with the 
judges. It is also easier to make 
interesting ads that are just for 
one group. With soap powder 
you have to be careful not to 
turn anyone away, so its adver- 
tising is traditionally bland. 

“I would love to see some- 
thing as potent as the Ministry 
of Sound vote ads used to sell 
soap powder." 
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Princess in armour 
put focus on mines 


s to gc 
•hiffoi 


Christopher Bellamy 

Defence Correspondent 

There are an estimated 100 mil- 
lion anti-personnel landmin es 
scattered around the world in 
71 countries and they kill or 
maim - usually maim— an es- 
timates’ 20,000 people .a year, 
mostly civilians in the poorest 
areas of ihe world.. 

As the Red Cross, which has 
been in the forefront of the cam- 
paign against such mines said re- 
certify,- they are “fighters that 
never miss, strike blindly, do not 
cany weapons openly, and go 
on killing long after hostilities 
are ended. In short; mines are 
the greatest violators of in- 
ternational humanitarian law. 
They are the most ruthless of 
terrorists". 

The Princess of Wales’s visit . 
to Angola in January, in support 
of the Red Cross campaign, 
raised its profile dramatically. 
Pictures of the Princess wearing 
body armour and a helmet with 
a visor, learning bow to dispose 
of mines, and of the ghastly in- 
juries inflicted on civilians, par- 
ticularly children, contributed to 
growing pressure for a world- 
wide ban. 

Angola is probably the most 
mined country in the world, with 
an astonishing one-and-a-half 
mines per inhabitant, or 10 to 
15 million mines in alL More 
than 30,000 Angolans have had 
limbs amputated as a result of 
mine explosions. 

Martin Bell, the new inde- 
pendent MP for Thtton, said in 
his inaugural speech on Tues- 
day, “they are laid by soldiers 
against soldiers, but their prin- 
cipal victims are nearly always 
civilians and two categories of 
civilians — farmers and chil- 
dren" 

Anti-personnel mines are 
small devices which explode 
into fragments when detonated 
by. their victim. They 'can be 
placed on stakes, scattered over 

the ground or buried slightty be- 

low it, and can be detonated by 
trip-wires, by pressure or just by 
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The Princess of wales during her visit Angola 


being touched. The brightly 
coloured “butterfly" mine, the 
most common found in 
Afghanistan, is particularly at- 
tractive to young children, who 
think it is a toy. Many have lost 
a hand, ah arms, eyes or e face 
to those “toys". 

The Government’s ann- 
ouncement of a total ban on tbe 
import, export, manufacture 
ana transfer of anti-personnel 
landmines and components for 
them marks a victory for a co- 
ordinated campaign run. by the 
UK Working Group on Land 
Mines. Many organisations have 
been involved, including the 
Campaign Against the Arms 
Trade, Oxfam, Save the Chil- 
dren, Action Aid, Christian Aid 
and, most active, the Red Cross. 

One of the key problems in 
trying to ban anti-personnel 
land minims is defining what ex- 
actly they are. Anti-tank mines, 
which only go off when a heavy 
weight is dnven over them, are 



r\ 



seen as legitimate weapons of 
war. But one of the British 
Annyls mines, the L27, an anti- 
tank mine placed to one side of 
a road could be set off by a per- 
son - and has therefore been 
re-classified as an anti-person- 
nel mine. By a bizarre quirk of 
fete, tbe most dramatic effect of 
the Government’s moratorium 
on the use of anti-personnel 
weapons win be that the Royal 
Air Force cannot use its JP-233 
airfield denial weapon -because 
as well as bombs to blow holes 
in runways it contains small anti- 
personnel mines - HB 876 - to 
impede , the runways' repair. 
The Government has now clas- 
sified HB-876 as an anti-per- , 
sonnel weapon, and so its use 
is banned JP-233, which has to 
. be delivered from very low lev- 
el -was the main reason why the 
RAF made a speciality out of i 
low-level attack, and why it 
sustained such heavy losses in 
the 1991 Gulf War. 

In practice, the Govern- 
ment’s announcement yesterday 
was aimed at other countries. 

' British forces have used 
mines in two recent wars: the 
Falklandsin 1982 and the Gulf 
in. 1991, and obeyed the -rules of 
war which demand (hat mine- 
fields be dearly marked and 
recorded and cleared tbe fie kb 
up afterwards. The most sig- 
nificant message will be to give 
i a lead to the movement for an 
-intdiiatiooal ban. Fifty coun- 
tries took part in the interna- 
tional conference in Ottawa in 
October test year. The Ottawa 
Group committed itself to the 
jearifesf possible date to ban the 
production, stockpiling, trans- 
fer and use of such mines. 

The Foreign Office says 
Britam has not made or ex- 
ported any mme since J982, al- 
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disputes that Some Bri 
companies, including Ferranti 
and Marconi, have been ac- 
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news 


Specialist task force 


to target youth crime 


Jason Bemetfeo 

Crime Correspondent 


A specialist task force to help 
tackle juvenile crime is being set 
up by the Government, it was 
announced yesterday. 

The 12-strong team, which 
will include experts from social 
services, the police and the Au- 
dit Commission, will advise the 
Home Secretary on future pol- 
ity and help draft new laws. 

In his first major public 
speech since he became Home 
Secretary, Jack Straw also yes- 
terday outlined plans for a ma- 
jor overhaul of the Crown 
Prosecution Service and re- 
peated his pledge to deal with 
youth crime. This included forc- 
ing some young offenders to do 
community work and undergo 
extra education (such as Sat- 
urday morning schools), and 
random drug testing of some 
burglars and robbers. 

Speaking at the Police Fed- 
eration's annual conference in 
Blackpool, Mr Straw revealed 


details of his new Youth Justice 
Task Force, whidi is expected to 
be set up within a few weeks. 
The unit will comprise invited 
representatives from organisa- 
tions including the probation 
service, the Home Office, the 
Department of Health, social 
services, courts, police, and the 
Audit Commission, the public 
spending watchdog. 

The task force will help Mr 
Straw draw up the details of the 
forthcoming Crime and Disor- 
der BOL, and advise on future 
policy and initiatives in dealing 
with youth crime. r 

The decision to bring in ex- 


pert help emphasises the im- 
portance Mr Straw is placing on 
reducing juvenile offending. 
“The new task force will rep- 
resent a significant change of ap- 
proach,” he said. “Too often, in 


recent years, we have seen 
change by diktat. I want change 
based on consent, openness 
and partnership. I want to shed 
some much needed light on the 
workings of the youth justice." 


He added; “It will act as the 
engine of change to drive the 
much-needed reforms of the 
youth justice system - a system 
which is currently slow and in- 
effective and which wastes up 
to £lbn of taxpayers’ money 
every year.” 

On the issue of the CPS, Mr 
Straw said that the Attorney- 
General would shortly an- 
nounce that the organisation 
was being split into 42 areas - 
one for each police area with a 
joint operation for London. A 
chief Crown prosecutor \\puld 
be appointed for each area and 
would take over responsibility 
from the police of keeping vic- 
tims informed of the progress 
of cases. 

Mr Straw said there would 
also be a review of the whole of 
the CPS to discover whether 
failings in the organisation were 
responsible for the fall in the 
number of prosecutions. 

To a warm applause he out- 
lined other measures to deal 
with young troublemakers. 
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These include “action plan or- 
ders” to force juvenile Offend- 
ers to change their attitudes and 
behaviour. In the worst cases 
teenagers would be given a 
timetable of events they must 
follow, which could include car- 
rying out community work or 
reparation for the victim and ex- 
tra education, he said. 

The Crime and Disorder Bill 
will also include a new drug 
treatment and testing order 
under which offenders whose 
crimes are connected to their 
addiction will have to undergo 
random tests. If the criminals, 
who could be burglars or rob- 
bers stealing to fond their habit, 
are found to be positive, they 
will be taken off their treatment 
programmes and returned to 
court for sentencing. 

Also speaking at the confer- 
ence Bred Broughton, chairman 
of the Police Federation, called 
for more money to pay for ex- 
tra officers on the beat. He said 
the police service had been 
“stripped of excess fat”. 



Bell touches 
down for 


to runway 

warriors 


Michael Streeter 


The new MP Martin Bell yesterday called 
for a “model eviction” on his visit to the 
Manchester second-runway protest as 
officials continued their step-by-step 
attempt to shift demonstrators from tile 
muddy, rain-drenched site. 

Mr Bell, who has been criticised by 
some protesters for not taking a stand 

■ . m . _ _ 1 ‘lJ 4I1A aurnmn IV* 


against plans to build the runway in 
Bollin wdJey, which straddles the 

Greater Manchester-Chester border, said 

his priority was the safety of all involved, 
and refused to take sides. 

After a tour of the site, where the 
eviction began at 4am on Tuesday, Mr 
Bell told former media colleagues he 
supported the right to demonstrate 
peacefully and the right of bailiffs to 
remove people from the 1,000-acre 
wooded land, part of which is in bis 
■fatten constituency. “I hope it will be a 
model eviction," he said. 

He has reported to have raised with 
deputy under-sheriff Randall Hibbert 
allegations that a documentary-maker 
was hit on the head by bailiffs in Tues- 
day's operation, and claims by protesters 
that they had been kicked and some hit 
with batons. 

Mr Bell said he would fight to ensure 
Manchester Airport did not become a 
“Heathrow of the North" and made it 
clear be disapproved of the airport in 
principle. “I do not see the volume of 
traffic merits the runway." But he said it 
was a “done deal" and he could not . 
support breaking of the law. Although 40 
people, including 11 yesterday, have left 
the protest voluntarily, plus 15 arrested 
on Tuesday, organisers claim there are 
now more demonstrators on the site than 
before as new protesters arrive, swelling 
their numbers to more than 100.' 

lUnnel engineers and tree-climbers 
among the sheriffs’ officials yesterday re- 
moved people from the Jimi Hendrix 
camp, but the larger camps on the 
Cheshire side of the Bollm river, called 
Flywood, Live Rats, Wild Garlic and Sir 
Cliff Richard, are so for untouched, 
including the 70ft -long Cakehole tunnel. 
The specialist teams, which may take a 
month to complete their work, are trying 
io isolate the camps from one another by 
Photograph’ Peter Macdiarmid removing walkways. 



Ground control: Martin Befl on the site yesterday 


Labour orders 
inquiry into 
bribery claims 


Mandelson to be 
minister without 
any questions 


Fran Abrams and 
Stephen Goodwin 


Labour ordered a “high-level" 
internal inquiry yesterday into 
allegations that Mohammed 
Sarwar, the MP for Glasgow 
Govan, gave a bribe to anoth- 
er candidate in the general 
election campaign. 

Mr Sarwar has admitted 
handing over £5.000 to Islam 
Badar, but argued that the 
money was a loan given after the 
election. He plans to take legal 
action against the News of the 
World over claims made in an 
article last Sunday. 

The party’s National Execu- 
tive Committee met yesterday 
and said that a panel of three of 
its members would investigate 
and “leave no stone unturned." 

Labour's general secretary. 
Tom Sawyer, announced tKe 
move after the meeting “We 
will not hesitate to take action, 
however, tough, if there is any 
proof of corruption, abuse or 
wrongdoing. As Tony Blair said 
this morning, we were elected 
to introduce higher standards 
and wc will uphold higher stan- 
dards,” he said. 

Mr Sarwar said he “fully un- 


derstood” the need for an in- 
quiry and welcomed iL In a 
statement, the casb-and-cany 
millionaire echoed Mr Blair’s 
commitment to higher stan- 
dards in politics and insisted 
once again that the newspaper 
allegations were “totally false". 

None the less, Mr Sarwar’s 


Anthony Bevins 

Rolitical Editor 


prospects of hanging on as 
Britain’s first muslim MP look 


bleak. His supporters in the frac- 
tious Govan Labour Party have 
begun to flake away, while the 
less committed hope be will 
resign by the weekend and let 
them prepare for the by-election 
they believe inevitable. 

‘The coalition of Sarwar jteo- 
ple, left activists and ordinary 
members in Govan is disinte- 
grating by the hour," a party 
source said. “This is a tragedy not 
just for Sarwar. but for people 
who have given years of work for 
the Govan party. It has all 
turned to ashes in two weeks." 

One member of the panel wiD 
be Alan Johnson, former gen- 
eral secretary of the Union of 
Communication Workers and 
now MP for Hull West and 
Hesslc. The investigation will 
begin immediately and run par- 
allel to the police investigation. 


Peter Mandelson, Minister 
without Portfolio, has also be- 
come the Minister without 
Questions. It emerged yesterday 
that he is to be the only Com- 
mons minister who will not be 
subjected to the regular sessions 
of gruelling, question time 
cross-examination by MPs. 

The curious office of Minis- 
ter without Portfolio dates back 
to 1915. but for the last 50 years 
or so, office-holders in the Com- 
mons have always been available 
for questioning in the House. 

The only exceptions appear 
to be Jeremy Hanley and Bri- 
an Mawhinney, but they were 
also chairmen of the Tory Par- 
ty. and were therefore not paid 
ministers; the job was a device 
to give them access to Cabinet 
meetings and ministerial papers. 

Mr Mandelson. who is based 
in the Cabinet Office, and has 
responsibility for the presenta- 
tion and co-ordination of gov- 
ernment policy, is paid a 
ministerial salary of £31.125 in 
addition to his MP’s pay of 
£43.S60. As Tory chairmen, Mr 
HanJey and Dr Mawhinney 


were also ministers without a 
department. 

But last week, the official 
Commons record, Hansard pub- 
lished a definitive list of the new 
government, which put Mr 
Mandelson as number two in the 
Office of Public Service (OPS), 
under David Clark, Chancellor 
of the Duchy of Lancaster and 
the Cabinet minister responsi- 
ble for the Civil Service. 

Mr Mandeslon was given the 
same OPS post in the official 
House of Commons Weekly In- 
formation Bulletin this week. 

As one of three Ministers in 
the OPS, Mr Mandelson would 
have been available for ques- 
tioning by MPs in the Commons 
on 4 June, immediately before 
the new, weekly half-hour ses- 
sion of Prime Minister's Ques- 
tion Time. 

But Whitehall sources said 
yesterday that there had been 
a mistake: Hansard and the 
Bulletin had got it wrong; Mr 
Mandeslon was not part of Mr 
park’s team in the OPS: and he 
is therefore not available for 
oral questions in the House. A 
spokeswoman said, however, 
that he would answer written 
Commons questions. 
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referendum, foundered. is resorting to this unprece- 
Michael Howard led Tory dented and anti-democratic ap- 
protests that the people of p roach," Mr Howard said. 




IP t “ e lution before the main fusal to allow English voters a 

Wlth l ? pronuse that regislaiion to establish the referendum. But Labour MPs 
T ^^eWlythe WCIsh Assembly and the Scot- shouted: “They haw had a vote 
- tish Parliament has been intro- - and you lost male!” 

MP^ 5611 * 0 ^ °ut the duced in Parliament And Mr Mr Dewar said there was 
IS! a del3 E5 d P 1 ^ Hawar d warned that the Union genuinely a mood for change in 
^^bly and the would “begin to fray in a Britain. He promised theW 
^tehPaihameni wiU be pub- matter of months". stantive tegislaiion would be in- 

“f “f % weU ahead of the ref- The chasm between the two traduced before the end of the 
e rend ums. ^, ewa E die ^ ront benches over the passage year, and elections to the new 
il- t i! e ! a 3 u 5 tate ^ or Scot- of the Referendums (Scotland Scottish Parliament would be 
Commons. and Wales) Bill threatens to held as “soon as practical after 
Mmjsters wul use the refer- continue through the summer Royal Assent - 1 believe we can 
endumresults to linut the chal- as the Tbries, under a new have a parliament in place to 
lenges to the mam legislation by leader, arc expected to cam- welcome the mfllennium." 
Tones, anti-devolution Labour paign for a “No" vote 
MPs including Tam Daly ell. However, the Tories caracun- f ~ 

and the House of Lords. der immediate fire from the Lib- 

The Tories are expected to eral Democrats for being ^ 
table amendments for thresh- allowed to open the debate for »SW 
olds to be achieved in the ref- the Opposition, when they had ifeSiVnSP? * wfwgjg? 
erendum, m the Bill's failed to win any seats in Scot- . '. v? * < ri 

committee stage, which will be land and Wiles in the election. 
taken on the floor of the House Rejecting the claims that the 

after the Whitsun recess. Tories lacked legitimacy to op- 
Mr Dewar warned the Tbries pose devolution, Mr Howard, 
they would be accused of **bal- the former home secretary, said 
lot rigging" if they tried to “re- Labour feared the public would 
visit” the 40 per cent rule - turn against devolution, if they 
requiring a yes vote from at least knew the de tails before the 
40 per cent of all eligible vot- referendums were held. 

ers, on which the 1979 Labour “That is why the Government |E VJN V + 1 * V-* V< ’ -N' 


Ulster tour Mo Mowfam, Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, meeting residents in the Catholic Garvaghy Road, Porta down Photograph: Paul McErtane 
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Hague blames 
defeat oh Majoi 


Mr/Mrs/MissMs 


Name 


While Labour had been be- 
queathed the best economy ance 


Anthony Bevins 


Political Editor 


the First Wcdd War. and Britain 
John Maoris Conservative gov- had been changed for the better 
eminent was tarnished by the by 18 years of Conservative gov- 

uerceived sleaze, greed, self-in- emment, the Tbries had failed, 
Sdeence and division of society, he said. “We were voted mil of 
the Tbry leadership contender office because we lost die fanh, 
William Hague said last night -the confidence, the gpochmD of 
His most brutal critidsm of the electorate. Becausewe foiled 
nartv failings was reserved for to c ommuni ca t e nith people ... 
Mr Major s leadership. While “We were voted out for r^- 

trvine to soften the blow by ar- sons of shipment as well asaib- 
Jmg that he was not cxitidsing stai^T^ free and prosperous 
SvmdividuaL he said that his society that we had ^npxmed 
cafl for a fresh start meant became tainted with the image 
uniting the party behind a dear of ^g «d,«K-mduigMce 
— rather than “fudge - and efiviaan. Some Conservative 
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position 

^H^fowT^tingbf AsfcrtepoIMpri^fes 
Tbreact^ts that he wanted to onwtachthepar^hadtobere- 
S^Shipchoioeof'nhe built, Mr Hague said he want- 
and that he want- ed the Conservative ftrty to be 
ed “to rebuild the Conservative ■ the party offteanmonmenl; on 
Srtv to be the driving force in the basis that -private owners 
Sgb politics and in woridpol- are better stovards of the en- 
eray level once more”, vmmment than the state”, 
before embarking on the A decent education was cen- 

torLtfo^on which Sie par- trti to ^av^tD^e^d, 
^S„ld be rebuilt, Mr Hague ^ontiteKuetlBlstfllcfivges 
w hack over the causes of tins his party, ^ need to be m En- 
SthT“fmniiIiating rour. rcye, but not ran by Europe.” 
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Deep in the urban 
jungle, something 
exotic stirs... 


Nicholas Schoon 

Environment Correspondent 

National Nature Reserves are 
the jewels in the crown of 
Britain's midlife sites. As of 
yesterday, two of them are 
now located in the nation's 
two biggest cities. . 

The granting of these top 
habitat accolades to sites in 
London and Bir ming ham 
shows just how important ur- 
ban greenery has become to 
beleaguered" midlife. 

“Nimby” campaigns saved 
them from being smothered 
in houses as the cities ex- 
panded earlier this century. 
Now they provide a refuge for 
declining species as well as 
refreshing millions of human 
visitors. 

National Nature Reserve 
status brings prestige, 
stronger protection from any 
threat of development, and a 
better chance of attracting 
public and private sector 
grants for improvement 
works. English Nature, ihe 
Government agency which 


designates the reserves, says 
the two new urban sites 
would qualify even if they 

were in deep countryside, be- 
cause of their richness of 
species and habitats and the 
excellent prospects for pre- 
serving them. 

But the reserves’ proximity 
to the city also exposes them 
to fly-tipping and vandalism. 

Ruisfip Woods, on the 
north-west fringe of London, 
was officially declared a Na- 
tional Nature Reserve yester- 
day. Covering just over a 
square mile, the woods are 
home to seven of the 14 bat 
species found in the British 
Isles and a recent survey 
found more than 500 differ- 
ent species of fungi. 

Three sides of the woods 
are bordered by Metroland 
suburbs - Pinner, Ickenhara, 
Ruislip, Nonhwood - while 
the fourth faces the Green 
BelL The bulk of the woods 
had been owned for more 
than four centuries by King's 
College, Cambridge but in 
the 1920s Middlesex County 


Council bought them to stop 
them being built on. 

Today the woods, with their 
green woodpeckers and 
woodcocks, are owned and 
managed by the London Bor- 
ough of Hillingdon under the 
watcbfiil eye of a Ruislip 
Woods TrusL 

Coppicing has been revived, 
with the wood sent to make 
pulp at a paper mill in Gwent 
A herd of hardy long horn cat- 
tle graze Poor’s Field, a mead- 
ow on the edge of the woods, 
to prevent scrub invading the 
grasses and wildflowers 

Sutton Park, four square 
miles of ancient woodland, 
beathland, bogs and a golf 
course on the north -eastern 
edge of Birmingham, is sur- 
rounded by built-up- land. It 
was declared a National Na- 
ture Reserve on the last day 
of March. 

It was given to the people 
of Sutton Coldfield by Henry 
VIII in 1528, and is owned 
and managed by Birmingham 
City Council. More than 2 
million people visit each year. 


A^om^Ttb^iS^f^on^^t^raz^Treadowon the edge of Ruislip Hfoods, in London’s north-west suburbs 


Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 
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RATES FROM 
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With Nationwide, it couldn't be easier to cut your 
monthly mortgage payments down to size when 
moving home. 

In fafct. at a very special rate of just 4.39%, you 
could enjoy a discount worth up to £75 per monrh for 
two whole years - a rotal saving of £l ,800 off our normal 
monthly payments. 

To rake advantage of this exceptional 
offer, all you have to do is cake out 
Nationwide's competitive buildings and 
contents insurance and make a one-off 
payment of £295- 

But at Nationwide, we believe in 


customer choice. 

So, if you’d prefer to arrange your insurance 
separately and not make the one-off payment, we can 
still offer you a very competitive discount. And when the 
discount period ends, you will continue to enjoy 
exceptional value with our standard variable rare. 


Ji) Nationwide 


In shorn with an award winning Nationwide 
mortgage, you'll be berrer off now and in the long term. 

If that sounds too good to be crue, there’s a simple 

explanation. At Nationwide, we’re committed to 

remaining a building society. With no dividends to pay 

to shareholders, we aim to pass on the benefits to you 

through competitive mortgage rares. 

Every home should have a Nationwide 
* 

mortgage discount. To get one. cal! us free on 
0800 30 20 10 (quoting refi IN99) for a 
quick and easy mortgage quo re. between 
Sara - 8pm weekdays, 9am - 5pm weekends. 
Or visit vour local branch. 
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New powers to suspend 
incompetent doctors are to be 
introduced on I July under 
measures signed by Frank Dob- 
son. the Secretary of State for 
Health, this week. 

The sanctions, which will be 
applied by the General Medical 
Council, the doctors' discipli- 
nary committee, are intended to 
weed out well-meaning doctors 
“doing their inadequate best". 
They are being introduced three 
months earlier than planned 
after arrangements for dealing 
with the doctors were agreed 
sooner than expected. 

At present the GMC can 
only take action against doctors 
who are found guilty of serious 
professional misconduct - such 
as seducing a patient - or are 
too fll to carry on. It cannot take 
action against doctors who, 
while trying hard, are simply not 
up to tne job. 

To plug the gap, the NHS 
Professional Performance Act 
was introduced in 1995. under 
which doctors whose compe- 
tence is questioned can be as- 
sessed by the council and made 
to re-train if necessary. 

On Tuesday. Mr Dobson 
signed the order implementing 
the Act from 1 July and the first 
doctors are expected to be 
assessed in September. 

The GMC. which has been 
working on the arrangements 
for three years, has established 
17 specialist groups covering 
each area of medical practice, 
who will judge the compcicnce 
of doctors referred to them. 
Health authorities or trusts can 
lodge complaints which will be 
assessed by a screener before 
further action is taken. 

A GMC spokesman said Lhe 


council had moved as swiftly as 
it could to get the new measures 
in place. '’Vte recognised this^ was 
a gap in our pewees and the soon- 
er we could get it up and running 
the better we could discharge our 
responsibilities to patients.” 

About 150 doctors a year are 
expected to come before tiie 
council with perhaps one-third 
required to undertake re-train- 
ing. They may be barred from 
one area of practice or sus- 
pended altogether and must be 
re-assessed after re-training 
before being re-admitted lo 
practice. The cost of the train- 
ing could run into thousands of 
pounds and must be met by the 
doctor. 

The GMC, spokesman said: 
“We are saying that NHS trusts 
and health authorities should 
act as responsible employers 
and assist with re-training and 
it is open to the doctors con- 
cerned to seek help from them.” 

The heart of the new mea- 
sures is the definition of “seri- 
ous deficiency of performance" 
in each of the 17 areas of prac- 
tice. Lesley Southgate. Profes- 
sor of Primary Care at 
University College, London, 
who developed the assessment 
methods, says in a briefing pa- 
per for the GMC that this' pro- 
voked the lengthiest debate. 

Errors can occur in any doc- 
tor's practice and provided they 
are infrequent do not usually 
imply serious deficiency, the pa- 
per says. “We are seeking to 
identify a pattern of perfor- 
mance in which errors are more 
wide ranging and/or serious 
than would be expected by the 
peer group,” the paper says. 

It adds that experience 
show's that “it is easier to reach 
consensus on what is unac- 
ceptable than choose one cor- 
rect way of doing things". 
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Photograph: Dave Burner 

incontinent arthritic to pay for some- 
one to take away laundry did not call 
for frequent attention in connection 
with “bodily functions” as required 
by the law. Despite losing the appeal, 
however, the claimant, 71-year-old 
Gladys Cockbum, now receives the 
higher rate of £33.10 because her 
general condition has'deterio rated. 


Woman 
deaf since 
birth wins 
new deal 
for disabled 


Patricia Wynn Davies 

Legal Affairs Editor 

A woman who has been profound- 
ly deaf since birth has won her cam- 
paign for the right to extra benefit 
which she argued she needed in or- 
der to have a social life. 

Rebecca Halliday was entitled to 
higher-rate disability living allowance 
(DLA) to cover a sign-language in- 
terpreter who would help her lead 
a normal social life, five law lords said 
yesterday in a key ruling against the 
Department of Social Security which 
opens the way for a better deal for 
deaf, bb'nd and other severely dis- 
abled people. 

The test-case decision in favour of 
the 22-year-old could be of crucial im- 
portance to thousands of disabled 
people after the judges backed their 
right to have social Lives and reject- 
ed the DSS's argument that social ac- 


tivities were “non-essential” so did not 
qualify for the non means-tested 
benefit under the relevant rules. 

Lord Slynn said that a severely dis- 
abled person “is not to be confined 
to doing only the things which totally 
deaf [or blind] people can do and 
provided with only such attention as 
keeps him alive in such a communi- 
ty”. What was important was 
whether the attention was “reason- 
ably required" to enable a person so 
far as possible to live a normal life. 

Ms Halliday, who works at a 
school near her home in Newark, 
Nottinghamshire, will now receive 
the £33. JO a week higher rate DLA 
for care during the day. instead of 
the lower rate of £13.15. She said: “I 
am delighted. Now I can move for- 
ward and plan for the future." 

David Thomas, legal officer for the 
Child Poverty Action Group, which 
backed the case, said: ‘This is a great 


Victory speech: Rebecca Halliday at home in Rskerton, Nottinghamshire, after the law lords ruled In her favour yesterday 


victory. It opens the way for severe- 
ly disabled people to have their real 
needs for a normal life considered." 

Tim Sargeant, a spokesman for the 
Royal National Institute for the Deaf, 
saii “It’s all very well saying deaf peo- 
ple can talk to each other but the}' 
want to have full social lives and meet 
people outside the deaf community." 


Laura Jacobs, manager of the 
RNIB’s benefits rights team, said the 
ruling could make “all the differ- 
ence ft to the lives of visually impaired 
people because the social and leisure 
needs of claimants would be taken 
into account in benefit decisions 
rather Lhanjust absolute necessities. 

The DSS had argued that totally 


blind or deaf people should never be 
entitled to DLA (or in the case of 
claimants over 65, attendance al- 
lowance), because no amount of help 
would enable them to see or hear. 
But the philosophy of government 
policy and the recent Disability Dis- 
crimination Act, which is reflected 
in yesterday's ruling, is that disabled 


people should be helped to live as 
full lives as possible. 

The DSS faces a substantial po- 
tential increase in benefit pay-outs 
after the Halliday ruling but emetged 
the victor in a parallel test appeal 
against a refusal of attendance al- 
lowance. The judges ruled -reluc- 
tantly” that the need for an 
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...it’s easy to see why we’re 
Britain’s Best Selling Home PC 


Patricia Wynn Davies 

Legal Affairs Editor 


A father has no legal right to 
prevent his wife from aborting 
their unborn child, a Scottish 
judge ruled yesterday in a land- 
mark judgment 
" The ruling from Lord Eassie 
provoked the condemnation of 
pro-life groups and Cardinal 
Thomas Winning, the leader of 
Scotland's 750,000 Roman 
Catholics, who recently mount- 
ed a campaign, including offers 
of financial support, to tty to 
persuade women not have 
abortions. 

■ But the decision confirms, as 
is the case in England and 
Wales, that a foetus has no legal 
rights. Nor do lathers or the 
courts have the power to over- 
ride the opinions of doctors 
under the 1967 Abortion Act. 

James Kelly, of tnverkei- 
thing, Fife, went to the Court of 
Session in Edinburgh to stop his 
estranged wife Lynne, a 21- year- 
old singer, from having an abor- 
tion and to seek custody of the 
baby and the couple's daughter. 

Mr Kelly launched an imme- 
diate appeal, but Lord Eassie 
said it was clear that the law in- 
tended doctors to make the de- 
cision. Quoting from an earlier 
case, he said: “The great social 
responsibility is plainly placed 
by the law on the shoulders of 
the medical profession.” 


The judge added that the 
Abortion Act only required two 
doctors to form an opinion in 
good faith on the grounds for an 
abortion. The court’s only role 
would be to investigate a doc- 
tor’s good faith where doubt was 
cast upon it. But such a question 
had not arisen in this case. 

In a 19S7, an Oxford student 
failed in a High Court bid to 
stop his girlfriend, a fellow stu- 
dent, having an abortion, on the 
ground that a foetus has no le- 
gal rights. 

The Society for the Protec- 
tion of Unborn Children said 
yesterday's ruling was a “trav- 
esty of justice". 

John Smeaton, the organi- 
sation's national director, said: 
“Above all. the right which the 
law should uphold is the unborn 
baby's right to life.’’ 

Cardinal Winning said: ‘Tt is 
a sad day indeed. There is sure- 
ly an extraordinary anomaly in 
the law when a father can be 
pursued by the Child Support 
Agency for maintenance of a 
child but has no say in protect- 
ing the child's life in the womb." 

Cardinal Winning added that 
the case showed the inadequa- 
cy of the law in fai ling to safe- 
guard any rights of the unborn 
child. “We have arrived at abor- 
tion on demand,” he ’said. 
“Once again, it highlights the 
need for a complete review of 
ihe Abortion Act." 


DAILY POEM 

Scape 

By Conleth O’Connor 

overhead, the moon dodged passing 
clouds, 

disturbing illicit copulation. 

(natural law is an illusion.) 
windows on office blocks shuddered 
as their nakedness was penetraced. 
brass plates twittered condescendingly 
at their neon neighbours. 

somewhere far off, a mad motorist 
ferreted through country roads 

escaping the clutching ditches. 

back in the city, footpaths sneaked 
through hafldoors. ran silently 
outback and collided in the distance 
at things we foolishly call mountains. 

Conleth O Connor, who was bom in Co Wexford, wrote about 
the Dublin suburbia where he lived, and died in 1993. He pub- 
lished four collections of poetry. Nigjus Without Stars, Days 
Without Sun is a selection from these, with some previously 
unpublished poems. It is published by Arc Publications 
(£5.95) and is available from Arc at Nanholme Mill, Shaw Wood 
Road, Todmorden. Lancashire OL14 6DA. 
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Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 

Life on Mais? The question 
mark is getting bigger. A study 
by American scientists has cast 
fresh doubts oq the announce- 
ment last August by the US 
space agency Nasa that it had 
found fossils of living cells in a 
meteorite from Mars. 

A team at 'the University of 
Hawaii, led by Edward Scott, 
said their analysis indicated 
that carbonates in the rock - 
taken as key evidence of life - 
were fanned as part of a high- 
impact shock, and not long-term 
processes conducive to life. 

The research, published to- 
day in the science journal Na- 
ture, adds weight to those 
opposing the Nasa conclusion. 
While the original paper - pub- 
lished inScience magazine in the 
US - sparked enormous public 
excitement, the research papers 
that have since cast doubt on it 
have followed have received 
comparatively little attention. 

Last August a nmlti-disri- 
plinaiy team led by Nasa an- 
nounced that tiny holes in a 
16-million-year-old piece of 
meteorite known as ALH 84001 
might be the remains of ancient 
Martian bacteria. 

Since then, the meteorite 
has been examined by te ams of 


researchers around the world. 
Those who say it could harbour 
fossils cite evidence that the car- 
bonates inside the rock formed 
at moderate temperatures over 
long periods of lime. 

The idea is that mineral- rich 
water percolated through tiny 
cracks in the rock, creating an 
environment in which bacteria 
could grow. 

But others say it looks like the 
carbonate molecules formed 
in a hot flash - tike that caused | 
by a meteorite impact - which . 
would make h less likely that liv- 
ing bacteria were once in there. 
Scott’s group backed the “hot 
flash* 1 camp. 

“We find that carbonate, pla- 
gioclase and silica were melted 
and partly redistributed by the 
same shock event responsible 
for the intense local crushing of 
pyroxene in the meteorite,** 
they write. 

Nasa is planning missions to 
Mars to scoop up and analyse 
rock and soil to see if any sim- 
ilar traces can be found. 

■ The weather forecast for 
Nasa’s Pathfinder probe, due to 
arrive on Mars on 4 July, is: 
Changeable. Pink skies, no 
clouds, temperatures rising to 
minus 40C. Planetwide dust 
storms. Later, clear blue sides, 
colder, minus 87C brilliant ice 
clouds, no dusL 


Supermodel: The winning picture in the British Birds magazine bird photograph of the year award of a cattle egret stretching its wings in Oman 


Photograph: Jens Eriksen 


Female scientists get raw deal 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 

Female scientists get a raw deal 
from the “peer-review*' system, 
used in almost every country to 
determine who gets funding 
and and jobs, according to a sur- 
prising study from Sweden. 

According to researchers at 
Goteborg University -who had 
to go to court to get access to 
the confidential data from 
which they drew their conclu- 
sions - a woman researcher has 
to be 26 times more productive 
than a man in order to impress 


a panel of interviewers equal- 
ly. Furthermore, nepotism is 
me: if an applicant, whether 
male or female, is known by the 
interview panel to have worked 
with a colleague, then that 
makes them more likely to win 
funding. 

The work, published today in 
Nature , is the first rime that the 
deliberations of the interview 
panels who deride on profes- 
sional advancement for scientists 
has been objectively studied. 

It also casts a cloud over the 
repeated efforts of schools, uni- 
versities and government to 


encourage more women to go 
into science, since it shows that 
prejudice is deep-rooted. 

The peer review system used 
in Sweden, like that in the 
Britain and the US, presently 
determines^ who gets funding for 
work. 

“I found the results very sur- 
prising," said Philip Campbell, 
editor of Nature. “The only 
way I can see it changing, apart 
from raising awareness, is to 
conduct peer reviews where 
the gender is concealed.** 

One female scientist who 
has recently Completed a PhD 


at a British university - but 
wished to remain anonymous - 
confirmed the findings of the 
paper. “It’s a lottery,” she said. 
“If you’re in a group putting for- 
ward a grant proposal, then it's 
crucial who you nominate to 
present it to the panel „ the 
trouble is, nobody can think of 
a better system.” 

To produce the paper, the 
Swedish researchers - two 
women, one a microbiologist 
and an immunologist, at Gote- 
borg University - had to go to 
court and apply under Sweden's 
Freedom of the Press Act for 


access to die confidential in- 
terview scores. 

According to the researchers, 
Christine Wennerds and Agnes 
Wold, “peer reviewers gave 
women applicants lower scores 
than male applicants who dis- 
played lower levels of produc- 
tivity. In fact, the most 
productive group of female ap- 
plicants ... was the only group 
of women judged tobe as com- 
petent as men. although only as 
competent as the least produc- 
tive group of male applicants.” 

No obvious explanation exists 
for the evident bias, though 


studies going as far back as 1968 
have shown that both men and 
women rate work done by a 
man more highly than that of a 
woman if they know the sex of 
the worker - but not if the 
gender is obscured. 

The researchers also point 
out a further reason for gloomy 
prospects for women scientists 
worldwide: their study only 
looked at the peer review sys- 
tem in one research council in 
Sweden - the country recently 
named by the United Nations 
as the best in the world for equal 
opportunities. 
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Direct's tax free zone 



Virgin Direct's index tracking fund follows the All-Share Index as doggedly as a bloodhound 

A way through the savings maze 

»/* Deciding between the hundreds of different ways to save is never easy. 

5- IV, Ifirnin rifrOf+ in .1QQC +/\ /\Wnr IU4U 



We. launched Virgin Direct in 1995 to offer customers a straightforward way 
- of making their savings work harder. Our no-nonsense approach has already 
attracted over 150,000 customers. People like the way we've cut out salespeople and 
their commission so that more of thejr money is working for them. 


What's a PEP? 

rePs (P*reonal Equity Plans) were 
Introduced by the Chancellor In 
1987 to encourage people to 
save. The Virgin Growth PEP Is a simple and 
tax efficient way of Investing in the stock 
market. If you leave savings In a bank or 
building society you may only be rewarded 
with pitifully low Interest rates - and 
usually you have to pay taxi So It's not 
surprising that In less than two years we've 
attracted over Ettbllllon of money from 
Investors looking to grow their savings tax 
free with a company they can trust 

On the right track 

We looked at nearly a thousand 
jT gynma £ PEPs before designing our own, 
so we knew exactly what needed 
to be done to beat them. Our investment 
strategy doesn't depend on expensive and 
unreliable fund managers. Virgin Direct 
simply invests your money in more than 900 
of the largest companies on the London 
Stock Exchange, which make up the FT5E. 
Actua ries All-Share Index. 

Pooling your investment across such a 
wide range of companies reduces the risk of 
poor performance from any one company. 
What's more, with this approach, the Virgin 
Growth PEP has always been in the top 10% 
of funds of its kind.* 


The facts 

• If you're thinking of getting a PEP, you 
should be prepared to keep your, money 
invested for at least five years. But you 
have full access to It whenever you want. 

• You can either invest a lump sum of 
between £1,000 and £6,000 each tax 
year or save regularly from as little as 
£50 per month. 

• Please remember that while a PEP 
offers potentially higher returns, 
your capital is not at risk in a building 
society but it is in a PEP. 

To find out more about the Virgin 

Growth PBS call usforaninfomiati o n pack. 


ii At Virgin Direct we offer 
straightforward, good value 
for money products and 
no gobbledygook. Plus the 
outstanding level of service 
you associate with VirginlM 
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What day was that then.' 

Rovers have always cost less than most people think. Take the Rover 214 shown here. A sure footed 

gile, elegant Rover for just £.9,995* on the road. 

Call 0345 186 186 for details, or visit your local Rover dealer. 




ROVER 




ROVER 



.■ jaim ww»W 



RELAX. 

★MANUFACTURERS’ RECOMMENDED RETAIL PRICE. MODEL SHOWN ROVER 2H £9.995. PRICE CORRECT AT TIME OF COINC TO PRESS. INCLUDES 12 MONTHS ROAD TAX. DELIVERY TO DEALER PREMISES AND NUMBER PLATES. SUBJECT TO VEHICLE AVAILABILITY 
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_ . . black and Asian people are in 

tttaic mmonty students, espe- worse jobs than white people 
dally those of Asian origin, are despite having similar qualifi- 
outperfonning theirwhite coun- cations, and the education sys- 
terparts - but still are struggling [em is failing young black men 
to translate this success into their and Pakistani men and women. 
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major study by the Policy Stud- 
ies Institute. 



Ethnic Minorities in Britain , 
the fourth in a series of reports 
which have charted the experi- 
ence of migrants and their fam- 
ilies since the 1960s, found that 
among people of working age, 
Chinese, African Asians and 
Indians tend to be more qual- 
ified than whites, following a sig- 
nificant push for educational 
status among second-generation 
migrants- 

But this does not necessari- 
ly guarantee them a better job. 
The study found that a com- 


pletely unqualified white man 
has the same job prospects as 


has the same job prospects as 
a degree-educated Pakistani or 
Bangladeshi. Minorities are still 
seriously under-represented in ‘ 
top jobs, suggesting the eris- 


tionately without qualifica- 
tions." it concluded. 

The report shows that there 
are wide differences in the ex- 
periences of minorities, espe- 
cially in the area of income. The 
report found that more than 80 
per cent of Pakistanis and 
Bangladeshis live in households 
with incomes below half the na- 
tional average, making them the 
poorest group in Britain. 

By contrast African Asians 
and Chinese are more live ly 
than whites to earn more than 
£500 per week and have low 
unemployment rates. 

Tariq Modood. the main au- 
thor of the report, said that di- - 
verrity among minority groups 
was now just as important as the 
“black-white divide’ 1 . “People 
who are not white in Britain are 


often conceived of as sharing 
similar circumstances. This 
study shows that the differ- 
ences are just as important, and 
not confined to aspects of pri- 
vate culture _ ethnic difference 
should not be equated with 
disadvantage." he said. 

The report found differences 
in the economic performances 
of the sexes within many mi- 
norities. Indian and Caribbean 
women, for example, suffer 
above average levels of unem- 
ployment. But those in work 
tend to have good jobs. In fact 
their average earnings tend to 
be higher than those of white 
women, a fact ascribed to the 
high proportion working in 
public services such as the NHS. 

"That some minorities have 
become relatively prosperous 


Rale of unemployment {%). by highest British qualification 


[Qualifications 


Caribbean 


Jmfian/ ?. 

African Aslan 


Pakistani 

Bangladeshi 


None . 

O-feveJ or equivalent 
A-(evef or higher- 


12 m 


20 ( 1 ® 

2tMiq) 

12(12) 


46(54) 
36(42*) 
17 (IB*) 


ft Figures in brackets denote women, whBe those with an. asterisk denote small sample sizes 


and abuse at the hands of 
strangers, neighbours, work- 
mates and police. Twelve per 
cent of those interviewed said 
they had been racially abused or 
threatened in the past year, and 
a quarter said that they worried 
about the possibility of attack: 

Blade and Asian people were 
more likely now than 10 years 
ago to believe they had been un- 


fairly treated by employers. 
The survey of 5.196 people of 


should not be an excuse for 
ignoring the racial disadvantage 
faced by other groups,” said 
Richard Berthoud. one of the 
authors. “The diversity in ex- 
perience means that policy will 
have to be more complex. You 
can’t simply have another race 
relations Act." 


One si gnifican t development 
was the conclusion that mixed 
relationships are dearly on the 
increase. 

Of those born -in Britain, 
half of Caribbean men, one- 
third of Caribbean women and 
20 per cent of Indian and 
African men now have a white 


partner, said the report, which 
cost £lm to produce. 

Four out of every five 
“Caribbean” children have one 
white parent, while half of 
Caribbean families with children 
are headed by a single parent. 

Racial harassment contin- 
ued unabated, including insults 


The survey of 5.196 people of 
Caribbean and Asian origin, to- 
gether with 2,867 white people 
to provide a comparison, was 
the largest ever survey of 
ethnic minorities in Britain. 
HEthnic Minorities in Britain: di- 
versity and disadvantage: lariq 
Modood, Richard Berthoud. et 
al; BEBC Distribution - 01202 
715 555; £17 JO 


When RAF Flight Sergeant 
Dave Rnvefi decided to send out 
for a curry for his Nato friends 
on exercise in frozen Canada, be 
wanted only the best. 

And the best, he had decid- 
ed on his honeymoon last 
month, was Tandoori Night in 
St Hetier, Jersey. 

Restaurateur Sultan Al-Mah- 
mood left the Channel Islands 
two days ago with enough chick- 
en likka masala, madras and 
vindaloo for 75, io fly 4,300 
miles to Canada. 

Fit SgJ POwell was confident 
that the most elaborate cuny- 
takeaway service yet arranged 
will go a long way m the cause 
of international co-operation. 

He and his air force col- 
leagues sat down with Nato al- 
lies from New Zealand. Holland 
and the United States for the 
feast last night. 

“1 thought it would be a fan- 
tastic idea to have an Indian 
takeaway so they could get a 
taste of a real English delight," 
be said, with due deference to 
Britain's multi-cultural society. 

Fit Sgt Powell is a member of 
No 8 squadron, normally based 
at RAF Wfeddingron, Lincoln. 
They flew out to Cold Lake air- 
base near Edmonton 10 days 
ago for their fortnight stint 
with exercise Maple Rag. 

A traditional part of pro- 
ceedings is to offer a little hos- 
pitality at the end of exercises. 
But a locally produced buffet is 
the norm. 

“This is very unusual," Fit Sgt 
Powell said. “But it’s very im- 
portant that we all co-operate 
together. It's camara dene.” 

Mr Al-Mahmood arrived at 
the airbase yesterday. He took 
over a mess to prepare the 
dishes, many of which were 
frozen for transportation. 

As for the bill, Rt Sgt Powell 
said the British taxpayer should 
not worry. “The RAF won’t be 
partaking in any costs. The fi- 
nancial arrangements have been 
made privately between Mr Al- 
Mahmood and myself." 

Rt Sgt Powell will be having 
the chicken vindaloo. "Most of 
the RAF like hot spicy food,” 
Mr Al-Mahmood said. 
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Moving house? 

Call Direct Line for a cheaper 

mortgage. 

Not moving house? Ditto. 
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A flash of inspiration ... The sizzle of fresh electricity ... 

It’s the dawning of a new computer era — the first 
no-compromise PC — powered by the Intel Pentium* 1 II 
processor has arrived! 

For months we've been working with Intel to take the world to 
the next level of computing. By adding MMX" media 
enhancement instructions to their most powerful processors ever, 
the heart-slopping Intel Pentium ll processor was created! Beyond 
the immediate effects of increased power and technology, you’d 
also enjoy software compatibility well into the future. 

The Intel Pentium II processor is the “brain” of our new 
feature-rich system line. Excellent for the power-hungry oser at 
woric or play, we’ve designed our systems to give maximum 
power and performance. The limits of this PC will be decided 
only by your imagination. 

Maybe your needs are simple — 3 multimedia machine that 
pushes the power envelope. Your quest will end once you check out 
the Gateway 200 (T G6-233M. The G6-233M also comes with 
Altec' Lansing ACS410 Speakers and ACS251 Subwoofer. 

And to make sure you get THE system you’ve been dreaming 

abom well let yon custom configure your PC. All of this and ■ 

it’s affordable — direct from Gateway 2000.. . 

Don't wait any longer — the computer you’ve been yearning for 
is finally terel Give Gateway 2000 a call today! . 





■ lntd 233MHz Pentium' II Processor 

■ 32MB EDO RAM. 512K Ultra East L2 Cache 

■ 3-5" Floppy Disk Drive 

■ Mitsumi 12-16X (min-mx) CD-ROM ‘ 

■ Quantum" 32GB Ultra MA Hard Drive 

■ Ultra ATA Controller . 

■ Ensoniq** 32-Bit PCI Wavelable Soundcard 

■ Altec” Lansing ACS4I0 Speakers with ACS 251 Subwoofer 

■ STB - VERGE GX 3D Graphics Accelerator. 4MB EDO RAM 
i EuroViva 33.6K Daia/F&x/Voice Modem • 

» TT CiystalScair" Colour Monitor* 
i ATX Tower Case •' 

« Microsoft *■ Wlndows"95 105 Keyboard 
i MS' Windows 95. MS InlelliMouse 
i MS Office 97 Small Business Edition Plus 

i Internet Software Bundle - 
l. 3 Year Limbed Warranty - 

£1749 (£2089.15 inc. VAT & Deliver) 
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Give Gateway 2000 a call today or drop in to the 
Gateway 2000 Showroom, 10 Bedford Street 
Covent Garden. London WC2E9HE 
YonOJbegladyoudid! - 

Showroom Honrs of Business: 

1230 pm -630 pm Mondays 
930 am - 630 pm Tuesday - Friday 
10.00 am - 4.00 pm Saturdays 
posed Sunday ami Bank Holidays' * 


It doesn’t matter whether you’re moving house or not, you can still move your 
mortgage to Direct Line. . 

It could save you almost ,£50* a month. 

You can borrow up to 90% of the value of your home. 

There’s a free valuation. 

No early redemption, arrangement or mortgage indemnity tees. 

Direct line guarantees to save you 21}%+ on your existing 
buildings insurance. 

If you transfer your mortgage without moving house 

Direct Line will pay your legal Feestt. 

CaQ now, we’re waiting to beat the banks and l ir IB 

building societies. 



DIRECT LINE 


0181 649 9099 


0161 831 9099 


0141 221 9099 


LONDON I MANCHESTER I GLASGOW 


53 ** 




\^~rl “You-']-? got a friend wihe business.’* 

0 8 0 0 3 ?: 2 0 0 0 

httpd/www.gw2fcmrit 




CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm Saturday. Bank Holiday Monday 
■ opening hours 8am to 8pm. Please quote ref. IND 1 18 
www.dfrectiine.co.uk 
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to let sleeping 

Euro 



John Lichfield 

Paris 


Spreading the message: Socialist Party election 


are mounted on a waif in the centre of Maubeuge on the Belgian 


Phototfapft: Brian Ham's President 


Tbe French parHameotaiy elec- 
tions are supposed to be all 
about Europe. But Europe is a 
dog which has stubbornly 
refused to bark during the cam- 
paign. 

In the past couple of days, 
President Jacques Chirac and 
Prime Minister Alain Juppd 
have gone out of their way to 
try to wake the ungrateful beasL 
They have warned that a victo- 
ry for the left, in the two rounds 
of voting over the next two Sun- 
days, wfli leave France with a 
weak and muddled position in 
the European Union, especial- 
ly on the single currency. 

Chirac, who is the- 
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Such is the simplicity of our l'OD.-lFO;YE /IP VI-LY7/1G£‘ programme. 

First off, you earn AIR MILES awards just for registering. From thereon, as you use your 
mobile phone your AIR MILES awards start to accumulate. With yet more added 
as a bonus every quarter. And a further bonus awarded to mark your first anniversary as a member, 
and every anniversary thereafter. Only one mobile phone network offers its customers 
AIR MILES awards - Vodafone - Britain’s most popular mobile phone network. 

To join VODAFONE ADVANTAGE. simply call our free Helpline number 0321 321 321 or dial 3213 
from your Vodafone (again, no charge). The sooner you ring in, the sooner you can 

ring up those AIR MILES awards. 


CALL FREE ON 

0321 321 321 

or dial 3213 free from your Vodafone 
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oredcally nn in volved in the 
p, made his comments, 
by Bench and Euro- 
jgs, during a visit by 
v^ARAAAR—llor Helmut Kohl of 
Germany. France would only be 
able to defend its European in- 
terests if it “spoke with one 
voice” be said, not with a right- 
wing President (himself) and a 
left-of-centre parliamentary 
majority and government. 

[r Jupp6 followed up with a 
’ :tion that a victory by the 

i left would plunge the' EU 

into an “economic and financial 
crisis'". The Socialist leader, Li- 
onel Jospin, has said that, as 
prime minis ter, be would try to 
soften some of the budgetary and 
economic conditions for the sin- 
gle currency, as now rigorously 
interpreted by the Germans, 
French and others. 

Judging by the lack of inter- 
est in EU issues around the 
country, the belated warnings 
suggest a certain anxiety, even 
desperation, in tbe government 
camp. Although the last pub- 
lishable polls forecast that the 
present centre-right coalition 
wiD win narrowly in the second 
round on 1 June, the advantage 
is fragile and based on uncer- 
tain arithmetic. ■ • 

President Chirac’s decision to 
caO tbe election mne months ear- 
ly was intended to be a smash- 
and-grab raid which gave the 
government, led by his Gaullist 
party, a relatively easy victory. It 
may still turn out to have been 
an inspired gamble but, three 
days before the first round, the 
governing camp is clearly edgy. 

be Monde yesterday reported 
a private conversation in which 
the education minister, Francois 
Bayrou, leader of Force De- 
mocrats, one of the centrist 
parties in tbe governing coalition, 


said: ‘"Bor die last three days,Tve 
had a bad feeling about this 
campaign. I don't fcnowwhy, but 
1 have a bad feeling.” '• 

Five weeks ago President 
Chirac gave Europe, and the 
need to take. difficult decisions 
on the single currency, as one 
of his principal reasons for caH- 
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iro- 

mu. the President hoped the 
coming European challenges' 
would help to marshal a ma- 
jority bebmd the existing, un- 
popular government. - ■ 

In reality, neither Mr Juppe, 
nor Mr Jospin, has been confi- 
dent enough of his European 
ground to make European 
monetary union (Emu) a cen- 
tral part of his campaign. Tbe 
voters, if interested in the elec- 
tion at all, have focused on pure- 
ly national issues, such as 
unemployment, and the gov- 
ernment’s state-dismantling re- 
forms, without making the 
connections with European pol- 
icy. Only the political extremes 
- the National Front on the right 
and the Communists on the left 
—have made Emu, and their vir- 
ulent opposition to it, an im- 
portant pan of their platforms. 

Even the belated interven- 
tions by President Chirac and 
Air Juppd seemed unlikely to 
start a European debate as 
such. Mr Jospin chose to see 
their remarks as an attack on his 
ability, if be wins, to operate in 
“co-habitation” with President 
Chirac. He said France had 
managed to speak with “one 
voice” on EU affairs during pre- 
vious “co-habitations" in 1986- 
88 and 1993-95 between a 
Socialist president and a centre- 
right government- It would do 
so again, with the political 
colours reversed, he said. 


significant shorts 


Karadzic ‘may surrender 
to war-crimes tribunal’ 

Radovan Karadzic. Bosnia's most wanted war-crimes 
suspect, is considering surrendering to an international 
tribunal with documents compromising Serbia's president, 
a news report said. There was no confirmation of the 
report, published by Belgrade's independent Nosa Barba 
paper, which quoted sources it did not identify. But it said 
Mr Karadzic, Bosnian Serb political leader during more 
than three years of war, already had handed 
documentation to unidentified countries and possibly to 
tbe tribunal in The Hague. It said the documents included 
details on who gave orders to Bosnian Seib forces during 
the 1992-1995 war, and compromised the Serbian 
President, Slobodan Milosevic, AP - Belgrade 

Bomb trial gets emotional 

Oklahoma City bombing prosecutors aimed for an 
emotional end to their case, with a survivor recalling how 
a routine meeting was shattered when “the whole building 
started to blow up." After a case that has seen 136 
witnesses in 19 days, prosecutors sought to leave jurors 
with a big emotional punch, never letting them forget the 
168 people who died in the 19 .April, 1995 blast. Timothy 
McVeigh, a Gulf war veteran, could get the death penalty 
if convicted of murder and conspiracy in the blast, the 
deadliest act of terrorism on US soil.’ AP - Denver 

Sino-British body’s last gasp 

The Sino-British body overseeing Hong Kong's reversion 
to China will meet once more before the handover. The 
Joint liaison Group, which worked out many of the 
details leading up to the colony's return to China at 
midnight of 30 June, will meet on Thursday and Friday of 
next week in Hong Kong, the government said. 

Reuters -Hong Kong 

Denmark’s Schengen threat 

Denmark's Justice Ministry says it may have to drop out 
of the European Union's visa-free travel zone, the 
Schengen agreement The possibility stems from the 
introduction this week of a proposal for an EU agreement 
including closer police co-operation among tbe 15 
member-nations and common immigration policy. 
Denmark will try to negotiate opt-outs from the new 
proposal. But the Justice Ministry says that if Denmark 
maintains those exceptions, the country could be forced to 
leave the 1985 Schengen treaty. AP - Copenhagen 

Billet-doux for all to read 

Eight months after being thrown out of Monaco's royal 
palace for cheating on his wife, a talkative and repentant 
Darnel Ducruet has written a love letter to his beloved 
Princess Stephanie. The trouble is, the rest of the world 
can read it too. In “Letter to Stephanie,” published in 
this week by Editions No 1, Mr Ducruet, Stephanies 
former bodyguard and the father of their two children, 
speaks of their clandestine affair, their marriage and its 
unhappy ending. Excerpts were published in Paris-Maich 
magazine this week. AP- Paris 

Moscow kowtows to Chechens 

Russian officials apologised to Chechen leaders a day 
after Russian jets intercepted and grounded a plane 

i C ^ I ^ n ^.^ lec ^ ]en to The Hague. The plane 

left the Chechen capital, Grozny, again yesterday and was • 
allowed to fly to the Netherlands. AP - Moscow 

Prostitutes solicit the public 

Prostitutes in Antwerp hold an open day on Saturday to 
break down barriers with the public and prove the red- 
light district is safe, the organisers said. “We want to show 
what s really going on here, that it’s not a crime-ridden 
area, said a spokesman. Reuters - Brussels 
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Ankara 

Tidy's ehirf proses 
teixfay launched moves which 
could lead to the tannin* of the 
country’s main government 
party. 

T^e Welfare Party and ns Is- 

iamist leader, Necmettin Er- 
bakan, have never got on with 
Turkey’s secular-minded 

lawyer; Yesterday, Vuial Savas, 
the chief prosecutor mvesti- 
j gating the party, formally 

opened a case in the Consdtu- 
i gop a 1 C ourt, arguing that the 

, Welfare Party endangers the ba- 

i sk tenets of the secularist Turk- 

ic ^ ,£ ® successful, 
Mfclfare will be closed down. 

The Constitutional Court has 

rarely shrunk from banning par- 

; ties it considers a threat to 
■ ' Turkey's unitary, secular identity 
: “Pro-Kurdish and leftist parties 
| are traditional favourites, al- 

though another Islamist party 
i led by Mr Erbakan was shut 
down in the early 1970s. This is 
the first time, however, that the 
1 court has been asked to train its 
sights on a party in power. 

If the court sympathises with 
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Junta clamp 
on Suu Kyi’s 
supporters 


Associated Press 
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Rangoon - Burma’s military 
regime, slapping down a fresh 
.. ^challenge from the pro-demoo- 
“racy leader Aung San Suu Kyi, 
rounded up scores of her sup- 
porters to stop her holding a 
party congress. 

The arrests were the junta’s 
latest attempt to box in Ms Suu 
Kyi, winner of the .1991 Nobel 
Peace Prize, since curtailing 
her political activities and free- 
dom of movement last year. 

The congress of her Nation- 
al League for Democracy 
(NLD) was called to mark the 
seventh anniversary next week 
of the ejection m which her sup- 
porters won 82 per cent of the- 
vote. The ruling State Law and 
Order Restoration Council 
(Store) refused to relinquish 
power and parliament never 
convened. 

Amnesty International de- 
scribed 1996 as **the worst year 
for human rights since the gov- 
ernment annulled the elec- 
tions,” and said: “Now the Store 
seems determined to eliminate 
the party altogether.” 

« Arrests took place in Man- 
** dalay, Sagaing and Irrawaddy 
divisions and Mon State, all far- 
flung provinces. Some 200 
members of the parliament- . 
elect and 100 party organisers 
were invited to the meeting 
from around the country. Kyi 
Maung, NLD vice-chairman, 
said several members were tak- 
ing refuge in Ms Snu Kyi’s 


lakeside compound in hopes of 
avoiding arrests 

The sweep came to light on 
the day US sanctions banning 
new investment in Burma went 
into effect in protest at the mil- 
itary's increased repression 
The two events did not appear 
connected. 

Amnesty International urged 
the Association of South-East 
Asian Nations to press Burma 
to improve its rights record. 
Asean refuses, c alling Burma’s 
politics an internal affair. At a 
meeting next week in Malaysia, 
Asean is expected to clear the 
way for Burma to be made a 
member in July. 

Roads have been blocked to 
Ms Suu Kyi's home for months, 
ending her popular rallies that 
attracted as many as 1 0,000 p< 
pie. She is not allowed to speak 
m public and. has at times been 
prevented from leaving her 
home. 

Although diplomats and sup- 
porters are occasionally allowed 
m to see her, aides describe the 
restrictions on her movements 
and contacts as virtual house ar- 
rest In November her motor- 
cade was attacked by 
government-paid mob wielding 
sticks, chains and crowbars. 

The military has ruled Bur- 
ma since 1962. Ms .Suu Kyi, 
daughter of the independence 
hero Aung San, was thrust into 
prominence by the 1988 upris- 
ing against military rule that was 
crushed when troops killed 
thousands of protesters. 
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Bidders push 
Harrhnan sale 
beyond estimates 


David Usbome 

New York 
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U . The vaunted auction of the es- 
j f tate of. Pamela Hardman, the 

farmer diplomat, friend of pres- 
idents and daughter-in-law of 
Winston Churchill, was on tar- 
get last night to raise a final 
multi-mfllioD-dollar tally far in 
excess of pre-sale estimates. 
The auction, held at Sotheby's 
in New York, ended last night 
By the start cf yesterday, the 
collection left by Ms Harrimao, 
who died in February while 
United States ambassador in 
France, had already attracted al- 
most $7m (£43n). The identi- 
ty of most buyers was kept 
secret, but among them was the 
actress, Whoopi Goldberg- 
“One of the interesting 
about the collection is [Ham- 
manl was really a citizen of three 
countries,” said' Sotheby^s 
spokesman Matthew Wetgman. 
“She was bom in England, she 
lived in France for alongtime - 
and she became an American. _ 
The main beneficiaries at 
the sale, which included many 
items from her Washington 
townhouse, wfli be her son, 

. Winston Churchill, as we ll as m s 

. ^ estranged wife, Minme Onnot- 
ill, who attended some of the 

• sale sessions. . . f - 

Among items that sold for 

* much greater sums than eat- 

Edited bv s otheby s atSIZOOO 
V to $15,000, it washought on 

Tuesctoyfor$4I,OOO.Acopyof 

Johq/F Kennedy’s nuclear test 
jt ■ ' J . 





Whoopi Gohtbecg: Bought a 
Picasso print for $4,600 

ban treaty, estimated at $5,000 
to $7,000, was sold to an 
unidentified . European foun- 
dation foE $46,000. - 
While the sale has seemed a 
lam e sequel to the Jacqueline 
Onasasauction of last year, also 
held at Sotheby’s, any sense of 
anti-climax has been offset by 
the handsome bids. 

' “When things go for 10 times 
or 15 tiroes their bid, there is def- 
initely an aura,” said Diana 
Brooks, Sothefcyfc diief eseculiveL 
One happy 'bidder was a 
Chicago hairdresser, David 
Bra defy, who had tried but 
foiled to get into the packed 
Kennedy Onasss sale last year. 
He- paid $1,995 for seven slver 
pieces owned by Hamman. 
“She is a piece of history,” he 
said. “This is second best She 
had a bunch of great staff"; ••• 
Ms GbWbero was reported to 
have booghta Picasso print. La 
Danse, for $4,600. 


Vtiral Savas: Fears civil war 


Mr Savas. the party stands lit- 
tle chance of survival. “Welfare 
is dragging the country towards 
civfl war,” was the conclusion of 
die report written by the chief 
prosecutor. The court’s delib- 
erations will rely in large mea- 
sure on this dossier. 

Mr Savas yesterday listed 18 
examples of what he called 
Welfare’s violations of the con- 
stitution. Some of these confirm 
inflammatory statements made 
by Mr Erbakan himself, while 
the embattled Prime Minister 
was a rabble-rousing opposition 
leader. Since then, Mr Erbakan 
has curbed his own rhetorical 


excess, but has had less hick with 
unruly colleagues. Mr ‘Sovas’s 
report highlights this assertion 
by Ibrahim Cilik, a Welfare 
deputy. “If the Imam Hatips (re- 
ligious schools) are dosed while 
Welfare is in power, blood wifl 
'flow. It will be worse than Al- 
geria. I want blood to flow.” 

Banning the Welfare Party, 

might, paradoxically be the best 
way to ensure that blood does 
indeed flow. Mr Erbakan evi- 
dently agrees. Yesterday, he 
declared, “secularism has no 
better guarantor than Welfare”. 

Other Turks argue that the 
party provides a safety valve for 
hard-line Islamists who would 
otherwise favour armed strug- 
gle. Without this valve, so the 
theory goes, the extremists will 
conclude - with some justifica- 
tion - that Turkish democracy 
is deficient, and lake up arms. 

■ Perhaps more important are 
the political pressures to which 
the Constitutional Court - as 
guarantor of a judicial system 
rarely considered impartial -will 
be subjected. When the court an- 
nounces its decision in a few 
months, it wifl do so with the au- 
thority of Tbrkey's establishment. 



Unparliamentary: Deputies brawl as Turkey's opposition leader Mesut Yilmaz this week accused the government of being unable to rule Photograph: AFP 


IF MONEY TALKS, 
THE V01V0 S40 SPEAKS 

PERFECT SENSE. 





THE VOLVO S40 1-8 FROM ONLY £175 A MONTH. 


The stmming S40 is a car for people with more sense 
than money. • • 

Thanhs to Volvo’s Advantage scheme and the S40’s 
ability to hold its value, yon can now drive the 1*8 litre 
for only £175 per month. 

And, at the end of a 2 or 3 year period, you can opt 
to buy the car with a final payment, choose another Volvo, 
or simply return it without incurring any further cost. 

Ton also get more torque for your money with the 
choice of smoothly refined 16 valve aluminium petrol 
engines or an economic turbo-diesel engine. 

And of course, it comes with all the classic standard 
safety features you’d expect of a Volvo - Side Impact 
Protection System (SIPS), driver’s airbag, SIPS airbags 
and ABS. (So your senses won’t be numbed, either.) 


VOLVO ADVANTAGE 

S40 1-8 - £15,120 

ON THE ROAD 


APR 


13 - 6 % 

VARIABLE 


ON THE ROAD PRICE £15,120.00 

DEPOSIT (87%) £5,600.00 

BALANCE £9, 520.00 

24 MONTHLY PAYMENTS OF** £174.73* 

OPTIONAL FINAL PURCHASE 
PAYMBNT/GMEV*** £7,585.00 

CHARGE FOR CREDIT. ........... £2,273.52 

TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE £17,393.52 


** Ax xtreplute fee of SW Is wUed to (fee (bat paynest. 

1 Tbe OpUoul Final Purchase Pajaenl ksasant equal to Uk GMEV (Guaranteed Mteb aam Bod Valae). 
* Speeid &17E p« Advantage offer quoted above is fora S40 L8 platform ear entered by 31st May 1997. Based 
ox 12£00 nlles pa. Excess ■Oeageirfll be charged m sham ob Ae agreeaaL 


On top of this, there’s a free £700 styling pack* consisting 
of alloy wheels, front fog lights* and a leather steering 
wheel. 

With the 1-6 litre model starting from only £14,670 on 
the road, it now makes perfect sense to choose a Volvo S40. 

VOLVO. A CAR YOU CAN BELIEVE IN. 


- smms mrx aFtBi mi muubli cm rm ! fi. * focuwts WT*auaauo« THtTiSifl&»ESa. fuu vrarnis omiLSOHKU»>£5T. fmmcESuaxn tostbus. creth avnupu rumwaH volvdop uxintc. &ldbe psrii. mahujw bum si7 ira styung 
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Police move in on Chile’s secretive 
and controversial ‘Dignity Colony’ 


■:* -m 


PM Davbon 

Colonia Dignidad, Chile 


Some call him “the professor” for 
his knowledge and oratory. Oth- 
ers call him "the doctor" for his 
surgery in the local hospital and 
wartime experience as a medical 
orderly in Hitler's army. The 
German orphans be raised in 
Chile are encouraged to call 
him “our eternal uncle" to em- 
phasise their lack of parents. 

Whatever they call him, Paul 
Schaefer is now an old man on 
the run widely suspected of 
being a serial child abuser and 
active Nazi sympathiser. He is 
accused of heading a "state 
within a state" at the sinister 
“Colonia Dignidad" and what 
was once a horrific rent-a-tor- 
ture chamber on this ranch in 
southern Chile. 

Following years of outrage 
among Chileans, notably as the 
country began to flirt with 
democracy, police moved into 
Dignity Colony on Tuesday as 
snow fell on the pines and 
peaks east of the main gate. The 
carabineros gave the impression 
they were searching for Mr 
Schaefer as well as for illegal 
arms reputedly stockpiled. 

After several days of tension 
this week, many Chileans fear 
that the ranch lands, in the fer- 
tile foothills of the Andes, 220 
miles south of Santiago, could 
become "Chile's Whco", a ref- 
erence to the bloody attack by 
United States federal agents on 
the Davidian sect in Waco, 
Tfcxas in 1993. Apart from child 
abuse and kidnapping ~ al- 


of trafficking in arms. They 
deny all such charges as “lies, 
fantasies and communist pro- 
paganda". specifically blaming 
Chilean and German socialist 
politicians, and say they are just 
hard-working folk. 

Perhaps embarrassed by its 
long-time name of Colonia Dig- 
nidad. the 35,000-acre ranch’s 
300 or so German residents now 
refer to it as V31a Baviera, in 
Spanish, or Bavariaville. Not 
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Laying down the law: Residents of Colonia Dignidad, in Chile, during their second week of hunger strike in 0994 as a protest over the group’s loss of legal status Photograph: Reuters 


only does the landscape re- 
semble Bavaria, but the German 



abuse ana la ana ppm g - al- 
legedly including the snatching 
of children from Germany - the 


of children from Germany - the 
ranch’s 300 or so German res- 
idents have also been accused 


colonists do not hide their affin- 
ity with Bavaria’s conservative 
Christian Social Union Party. 

Human rights groups and 
those who fled the “colony" 
have spoken of a concentration- . 
camp regime, with dpgs trained 
to attack the genitals of in- 
truders, and vigilante groups to 
keep outsiders away. Young 
defectors have accused Mr 
Schaefer and other group lead- 
era of giving them mind-numb- 
ing drugs to prevent them from 
rebelling, leaving or telling their 
tales to outsiders. 

Adding to the continuing 


allegations of child abuse, wit- 
nesses are increasingly coming 
forward to describe collabora- 
tion between the colony and 
General Auguste Pinochet’s 
military regime of the Seventies 
and Eighties. 

At that time, opponents of 
General Pinochet were taken to 
the remote area and dumped 
into undeiground torture cham- 
bers for electric shock treatment 
to \lfcgner or Mozart, according 
to accounts from eyewitnesses, 
including repentant Pinochet 
agents. German-speaking doc- 
tors reportedly administered 
drugs to torture victims. 

The governments of Chile 
and Germany call Mr Schaefer 
their most-wanted man. They 
say he is wanted in both coun- 
tries for multiple child abuse, 
child kidnapping and sodomy. 
His Colonia Dignidad, they 
say, is a den of iniquity whose 
■mostly German residents -are 
forced to work for no pay and 
whose children are forced into 
homosexual sex. 

Mr Schaefer was a medical or- 
derly in Hitler's army, became 
pastor of his own Lutheran sect 
m the Bonn area in the Fifties 
and fled on bail in 1961 after be- 
ing charged with sexually abus- 
ing children at a youth borne. 

The Chilean police could 
hardly have used a more softly- 
softly approach when they en- 
tered the ranch on TUesday. 
describing their incursion as “a 
visual inspection”. Liberal 
Chileans were embarrassed and 



side the perimeter of the colony 
showed women working, dressed 
Quaker like in calf-length frocks 
and black stockings. 

Reaching the colony requires 
a rough 45-minute drive over a 
pot-holed gravel rath east ofPar- 


raL While many of the 20,000 
townsfolk of Parra! criticised 


“Los Aiemanes" (the Ger- 
mans), those farmers nearest to 


fer is on the loose. Most likely, 
in this huge area of southern 
Chile that be has controlled for 
three and a half decades. - 
Mr Schaefer and a handful of 
friends set up Dimity Colony in 
1961 after he fled the child 
abuse charges in Germany. Five 
years later, the first reports of 
abuse began to emerge after a 


the colony are protective of 
them because of vital mutual 
trade, and their own free use of 
the colony's hospital and school. 

Critics say the hospital and 
school are simply a charitable 
front to shield something more 
sinister. Some believe it is child 
abuse, others arms trafficking, 
but no one comes up with any 
more proof than has emerged 
from colony defectors. 

Some Chileans say Mr Schae- 
fer is an illusory figurehead. 
They believe he and his follow- 
ers may have been placed 3s a di- 
version to attract attention from 
what may have been a long un- 
touchable refuge for former 
Nazis or Nazi sympathisers. 

"I first visited them in the Six- 
ties. My first surprise was the air 
strip, then the walkie-talkies 
every 100 yards," said Osvaldo 
Murai. of the Chilean magazine 
Ercilla. “I thought What are 
they trying to hide?*. . 

"Later, it occurred to me that 
the Israelis were hunting all 
sorts of ex-Nazis throughout 
South America and what a good 
place to hide this would be." 

Figurehead or no, Mr schae- 


teenage orphan, Wolfgang 
Mueller, fled the colony. 

Last night. Mr Mueller, now 
in his forties, repeated his alle- 
gations to reporters and ex- 
pressed astonishment that the 
Chilean authorities had still 
taken little or no action. “3 think 
it’s a Teal scandal," he said. “I - 
remember the first night I ar- 
rived- Mr Schaefer abused me. ' 

1 was just 12 years old but 1 had 
to stay all night in his bed". 

Also 12 years old when he ar- 
rived here with Mr Schaefer was 
Herr X, a German who rehic-* 
tantly spoke to me. “I was oneT 
of the first half dozen to come - 
here in ’61." he told me in 
strongly accented Spanish. “He 
practically educated me. We 
grow wheat here, and corn ...we 
do mechanical work. We're self- 
sufficient. The criticisms of bur 
lifestyle are pure fantasies* 
spread by German politicians." 

“I can honestly say I've nev- 
er seen people who respect life 
more than the inhabitants of this 
colony," added Jaime Mora, -a 
local engineer, and a member 
of the so-called Circle of 
Friends who support the Ger- 
mans. "They love life." 


Over the wira PoliCQ talking wiffi members of the German 'colony' on Ibesday Photograph: AFP 


outraged, insisting the police 
“sightseeing tour" made a mock- 
ery of Chile's would-be democ- 
racy and showed that the 
German colony was in cahoots 
with at least the military branch 
of the police. They noted that the 
carabineros* commander, Julio 
Poo. had greeted a German 
leader of the colony by his first 
name at the colons barbed wire 
fence. "The police made this 
look like a courtesy visit, not a . 
raid,” said Jaime Naranjo, a so- 
cialist MP. “This is just like 
Colombia, where the drug traf- 
fickers have a network of support 
and protection. They have two 
airstrips on this colony, for 


God’s sake.” Indeed they do. 

The “colony” increasingly 
looms as a new threat to Chile’s 
still-sensitive democracy, with 
the government of Eduardo 
Frei and his civilian police pit- 
ted against the traditional mil- 
itary establishment headed by 
General Pinochet 

Former Chilean intelligence 
agents and their victims have at- 
tested that the German colony 
was used by the general's mili- 
tary regime, after the 1973 coup 
that overthrew and killed the 
Marxist president Salvador Al- 
lende, to torture, kill and ex- 
periment on leftists. Some later 
identified Mr Schaefer as “the 


doctor", saying he bad spoken 
German and administered 
drugs to study their effects on 
torture vic tims- General Pin- 
ochet himself was said to be a 
good friend of Mr Schaefer. 

The colony’s German farm- 
ers and Chilean supporters in- 
sist Mr Schaefer is simply a hard 
working German immigrant 
and devout Protestant who sees 


nothing wrong with people 
working the land 14 hours a day, 
seven days a week, with no rec- 
ompense other than the land's 


yields. He went underground 
because he fears a witch-hunt 
against him, they say. 

A rare glimpse this week in- 
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by ‘thought police’ 


journalist m an apparent effort 
to prevent the live broadcast of 
the proceedings of the Pates- 
tuuan parliament. The arrest of 

Daoad Kuttab. is ihe latest 
move by the security forces of 
Yasser Arafat, the Palestinian 
leader, to bring the Palestinian 
media ynder his total control. 

. Earher Mr Arafat’s Pales- 

- toian Authority, which rales the 

Palestinian enclaves, had 
jammed Mr Kuttab’s television 
station, whose transmissions 
are the only way the Palestin- 
ian public can find out what goes 
on m the Pales tinian Legislative 
Council, which they elected 
last year. The police are ap- 
parently eager to prevent the 
broadcast of allegations of cor- 
ruption and brutality in the 
Palestinian leadership. 

Mr Knttab, an American- 
Palestrnian who lives in 
Jerusalem, was detained after 
he was called to the police sta- 
tion in Ram allah . an au- 
tonomous Palestinian enclave. 

His brother Jonathan said: 
“He got a call at Upm last night 
lo go to see Captain Paris of the 
criminal police to talk about the 
broadcasting of the Legislative 
Council. He phoned me from 
the police station in Ramallah 
at 230am to say he had been de- 
tained." 

Mr Arafat’s administration is 


Arafat's men keep lid on claims of 
corruption and brutality, writes 
Patrick Cockbum in Jerusalem 


deeply sensitive to attacks by 

members Of the Palestinian 

parliament over its conduct of 
peace talks with Israel, reliance 
on II different security forces 
and use of torture. Such criti- 
cism is never mentioned by the' 
official Pale stinian press, radio 
or television, which always land 
Mr Arafat and his lieutenants. 

In order to publicise their 
proceedings, the Legislative 
Council several months ago 
gave Mr Daoud's Al-Quds Ed- 
ucation Channel the right to 



Kuttab: Attempted to show 
parliamentary proceedings 


broadcast them live. Tb his as-' 
to nishm ent he found that he 
was being jammed. NabD Amr, 
the head of the Palestinian 
Broadcasting Company (PBC), 
die official Ralesrinian TV, de- 
nied that his facilities were be- 
ing used for the j amming . But 
the reality proved to be differ- 
ent. When Mr Kuttab visited the 
PBC, he found the control 
room guarded by policemen, 
and technicians inside involved 
in jamming his station. 

When Mr Arafat look control 
of Gaza and Jericho in 1994. 
many Palestinian journalists 
hoped that at last they could 
have their own media, free 
from Israeli control. But sys- 
tematic intimidation by Mr 
Arafat's security forces has en- 
sured it is becoming as compli- 
ant and uncritical as anything in 
Damascus or Baghdad. 

Intimidation sometimes 
starts even before an article is 
even published, as Jibril 
Salameh, a lawyer in Gaza, dis- 
covered last month when he 
submitted a piece he bad writ- 
ten to a local law journal. He 
daringly suggested that there 
was a lessonTor Palestinians in 


Israel looks to control 
West Bank water rights 


The war for the control of land 
on the West Bank and Gaza es- 
calated yesterday with an Israeli 
proposal to deny Palestinians 
the right to drill for water and 
Yasser Arafat, the Palestinian 
leader,, confirming that 
Palestinian land dealers who 
sell to Israelis will face the 
death, penalty, writes Patrick 
Cockbum. 

Ariel Sharon, the Infrastruc- 
ture Minister and an opponent 
of Israeli withdrawal from the 
West Bank, is propos i ng that Is- 
rael declare its sovereignty over 
as mud) as 50 per cent of the wa- 
ter resources on the West Bank 
A likely effect of the proposal 
is that Israel would pull back 
from a smaller prop ort io n of the 


West Bank than is demanded by 
the Palestinians. 

Mr Arafat, in an interview 
with the daily Tfodiot Ahanmot, 
said yesterday that Palestinian 
land agents who sell to Israelis 
were “a few traitors and we will 
apply what has been determined 
by law against them”. He said 
that a Palestinian firing in the 
West Bank towns of Hebron or 
Nablus, could not buy land in Is- 
rael. 'Rvo Palestinian land deal- 
ers have been killed this month 
and a third has disappeared. 

Controversy is still continu- 
ing over the United States gov- 
ernment claim, leaked to the 
Israelipress, that 26 per cent of 
the houses in Jewish settle- 
ments on the West Bank and in 


Gaza are empty, and the ex- 
pansion of settlements is there- 
fore unnecessary. The Israeli 
Central Board of Statistics say 
the true figure is about 12 per 
cent, which confirms the basic 
American point. 

Israeli political observers 
note that the secret survey of 
Jewish settlements and the leak- 
ing of the remits is the third 
time in as many weeks that the 
US has punished Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahu. the Israeli Prime Min- 
ister. Earlier in the month an 
official in Washington leaked in- 
formation about an Israeli spy 
in the US administration. The 
US is also marginally reducing 
aid to Israel and giving more to 
Jordan. 


Piano Island echoes 
to sound of China’s 
turbulent history 


Phis fa the only place in China 
vhere pianos outnumber bicy- 
des. On Gulangyu Island there 
ire more than 330 pianos - and 
10 bicycles. No cars, either. 

As one walks along the 
jedestrian-only roadways, it is 
nusic and birdsong that filter 
hrough the banyan trees, not 
raffle noise or pile-drivers, 
vy-covered wroagfat-iron gates 
>pen on to vast colonial-style 
buttered mansions. Around 
>ne comer, a pretty white 
hnrch sits in landscaped gar- 
lens. The air is clean, and not 
me smokestack chimney can be 
een. Can this really be China? 

Gulangyu offers that rarest of 
ommodities on the Chinese 
na inlan d — peace and quiet, 
rhe British ted an eye few the 
band’s potential as a comfoit- 
ble repose when in 1842, after 
he first Opium War, they 
arced China to open Xiamen 
m the south-east coast as one 
.f the foreign treaty ports, 
across the harbour sat verdant 
iidangyu, and that was where 
be interlopers were enticed 
y the scenery to set up home, 
i dozen foreign consulates 
(ere soon estaWfahed, and with 
bem came the missionaries - 
nd lots Of pianos. _ 

* t Wte have many pianos trom 
Iritain, because the donate 
ere is damp so British pianos 
re better, said ^ear-old 
a Cbengdian, who runs roe js- 
id's music school. And the 


cal Chinese." As Gulangyu de- 
veloped as a Western enclave, 
scores of wealthy overseas Chi- 
nese also started to drift bad; 
and built themselves stately 
European-style mansions, faced 
with exquisite art deco 
stonework and stucco decora- 
tion. And with them came more 
pianos. 

Even when the Japanese in- 
vaders came in 1938, the music 
played on. Then in 1949, in the 
wake of the Chinese Commu- 
nist victory, the Westerners and 
rich overseas Chinese departed. 
“Bui all the pianos were left be- 
hind," said Mr Yin. 

Dining the first years of the 
new order, piano playing was — 
litically acceptable, and by 1 




i aexemuBcu ^ 

itation. There fa the 
ig, which is shaped 
r and the island’s 
" shaped, you 



“In the second 
19th century the 


m A tradition was 
tabfished. "The wivesofAeu^- 

aonarieswereveygopdnm^ 

teachers. So they taught the to- - 


Mr Yin’s brother, Yin Cheng- 
■mng, had emerged as one of 
China’s most promising pianists, 
one of a number of star musi- 
cians to ball from Gulangyu. 

In 1966, with the outbreak of 
the Cultural Revolution, the 
music stopped. A history of pi- 
anos and priests brought the co- 
habitants of- Gulangyu no 
sympathy from the crazed Red 
Guards. Zhang Zhcnzhen, the 
46-year-old curator at the mu- 
seum, said; “In some house- 
holds I baud the pianos were 
smashed. The Red Guards - 
came to our house and took 
away a lot of muse books." Mr 
Yin added: “ftsopie just did not 
play the piano. Because West- 
em classical music wasconsfcl- 
ered like capitalism.” 

; The Christian Yin family, 
like many others, were thrown ' 
oat of their home. Mr Yin's fa- 
mous pianist brother derided 
collaboration was the best 
chance of survival and became 
a favourite composer of revo- 
hrtionaiy ballads - such as “A 
new song from ite countryside” 

- forthe Gang of Fbur. *, 


At toe end of 1976, after the. 
.death of Mao TSetimg, the mu- 
se re-started just as suddenly as 
it ted baited. Mr Yin was the 
piano accompanist at the first 
public concert. “The young 
singers gave a better perfor- 
mance than the rider cmes who 
were shaking so much they 
could not sing very well, v he re- 
membered. His by now infa- 
mous brother left for America 
as soon as he could. Plans for 
a music school started in the 
early 1980s, and it opened in 
1990 on top of a trill in a con- 
verted Thirties American mis- 
sionary church. There are 180 
full-time students. 

Across Gulangyu, some old 
homes, including the Yins 1 , have 
been returned to their original 
owners. Others have been ren- 
ovated as holiday homes for 
powerful state work units. 
Drawn by the seafood as much 
as the music, China’s leaders of- 
ten find the time for an £ 
tion tour of 
photograph shows 
minister, U Peng, 
ly holding a lobster at tbe-Hnang 
Yan Dong restaurant in 1995. 

Deng Xiaopmg camera 1984, 
and Richard Nixon also made 
it to the island. Like all VIPs 

3923"a^a*private 
house by the the Huangs, an 
overseas Chinese family from 
Indonesia. 

. The Huang descendants are 
not in residence. A hotel man- 
ager reluctantly explained: The 
property belongs to the Huang 
tamilyjbut the government Tuns 
the fake! and pays rent to the 
Huang family,’' she said. How 
much rent?. “Well, in the past, 
the government did not pay 
any rent” So how much do they 
pay now? “WfeU, tiny don’t ac- 
tually pay rent now.” So how 
does me Huang family feel 
about this? “Maybe the Huang 
family wants it back, but we 
don’t know bow to solve this 
problem-" 

Teresa Poole 


the way the Israeli police, in- 
vesrjgatinga pofitkal corruption 
scandal, had rigorously ques- 
tioned Benjamin Netanyahu, 
the Israeli Prime Minister, and 
his justice minister. He asked: 
“When will we see such exam- 
ples implemented in the Pales- 
tinian Authority territories?" 

Not only did Mr Salameh’s 
article not see the tight of day, 
but a lawyer on toe journal 
passed it on to Khalid al- 
Kklreh, the Palestinian attorney 
general. Mr al-Kidreb prompt- 
ly signed an order for toe au- 
thor's arrest, citing security 
reasons, and Mr Salameh dis- 
appeared into prison for ten 


Bassam Eid of the Palestin- 
ian Human Rights Monitoring 
Group says that among Pales- 
tinians freedom of expression 
has become very limited. He re- 
peats a sour Iittie joke he heard 
in Gaza: *A man in Gaza has a 
toothache. He complains to his 
friends about it. IBs friends ask: 
“Why don’t you go to toe den- 
tist.” He replies: “What is the 
point of going to the dentist 
when I’m forbidden to open my 
mouth?” 


Writing on the wall as Iranians go to the polls 



Joint favourite: Iranian women wafting past posters of the Iranfian Parliamentary Speaker, Aii Akbar Nateq-Nouri, who has 
backing from key clerical groups in his quest to become president in tomorrow's elections Photograph: AFP 
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Various colours and varieties. 
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Large flower 
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Patio Roses 

Ideal for borders and large 
containers, bearing many 
I colourful flowers from mid 
" Summer onwards. 

Standard Patio Rose 

Available in various colours 
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Kabila keeps 




low profile as 
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new era dawns 


Mary Braid 

Kinshasa 


Yesterday was Day Zero for the 
people of Kinshasa. Laurent 
Kabila, the new leader of the 
rechristened Congo-Zaire, took 
over the reins of power in the 
capital, sparking a frantic jostle 
outside the city hotel which has 
become the temporary head- 
quarters for his new govern- 
ment. 

Hundreds of men and 
women in their smartest clothes 
brandished curriculum vitaes as 
they battled with security guards 
to get into the building in the 
hope of securing a job with the 
new regime. 

. “You see how desperate peo- 
ple are,” said Paul, an unem- 


ployed graduate who has been 
working as a translator. "Every- 
thing before is swept away - all 
the old patronage - and now 
people are insecure and un- 
certain.” ' 

Paul added that the low-key 
arrival of Mr Kabila in Kinshasa 
on Tuesday, night - and his ab- 
sence from public view since - 
had added to the unease re- 
placing the wholesale euphoria- 
which followed the ousting of 
Mobutu Sese Seko. 

“We can see KabQa does not 
feel safe because he did not 
come during the day lime,” 
said Paul. “And that makes us 
also nervous.” 

As civil servants and white- 
collar workers fought for sur- 
vival outside the hotel housing 


Mr Kabila's alliance party,.Mr 
Mobutu’s former soldiers were 
queuing to sign up for Mr' Ka- 
bila'S army. 

Earlier in the day, two of Mr' 
Mobutu's generals, Amela 
Lukima and Michel Elessi, 
jeered by a crowd of youtfis, 
turned themselves in at the city 
hotel. ' 

The military transformation 
seemed to be going better than 
the political. Mr Kabila’s aides 
mer yesterday with political 
groups, including the city’s most 
popular opposition figure, Eti- 
enne Tshisefcedi, who had noir- 
violently opposed Mr Mobutu’s 
32-year rule. 

The alliance has repeated its 
commitment to bolding elec- 
lions. But last night Mr Kabila 
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Ol^e^meTokl evil: Wnslm^'ns^^nrt^re ld^b^ y^erday inside the looted Civil Guard headquarters 
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bad. still not announced the 
members of .an interim gov- 
• emmem, which would include 
opposition politicians. He had 
onguially promised to do so 
within 72 hours of taking pow- 


er. Mr Ishisekcdfs supporters 
were out on the streets of Kin- 
shasa in force, demanding be be 
made prime minis ter after Mr 
KabOa’s appointment of himself 
as president. 


But at a meeting of Zim- 
babwean businessmen yester- 
day, the South African 
president. Nelson Mandela, 
castigated Western countries 
for lecturing Mr Kabila on 
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democracy. He suggested that 
this was rich, given the West's 
long support for the former dic- 
tator Mr Mobutu. President 
Mandela said Mr KabQa was al- 
ready making good his pledges; 

But there is considerable 
concern at the alliance's lack of. 
readiness for the monumental 
task ahead - pulling this huge, 
Bankrupt country, with a non- 
existent infrastructure, back 
from the abyss. 

The local currency, already 
almost worthless, seemed to be 
in free fall yesterday. Many 
had expected the alliance to 


tairg immediate measures to sta- 
bilise the economy but diplo- 
mats say that the former rebels, 
still dizzy from taking the coun- 
try so quickly, have so far for- 
mulated few, if any, policies. 
■ Four British soldiers were re- 
ported yesterday to have been 
arrested in Brazzaville. British 
officials said the soldiers were 
part of the international evac- 
uation force based there, but in- 
sisted that the incident was the 
result of a misunderstanding. 
Diplomats said they expected 
the soldiers to be released Iasi 
nig ht. 




Mobutu’s men 


still walking 
tall in New York 


David Usbome 

New York 


mittees of the General Assem- 


bly are in session and there, ap- 
parently engrossed in the 
debate at band, is a diplomat 
from the mission of Zaire -one 
of, as Mr Eckhard puts it, 
“Mobutu’s people". 

None of this is considered 
particularly strange at the UN, 
which is perfectly used to coun- 
tries suddenly reinventing them- 
selves. The break-up of the 
Soviet Union brought the 
biggest reshuffle in the flag- 
poles outside ever. (The flags 
are hoisted from north to south 
according to alphabetic order). 

Soon, one assumes, Zaire 
(and the gentleman still at the 
mission) will vanish from here 
too. Once a new government is 
formed, it must do two things: 
formally present a new ambas- 
sador to the UN, the oreden- 
tialling of whom would then be 
approved by a UN committee. 
No problem is likejy there. 

It must also inform the UN 
Secretariat of the country's 
change of name. “Once there 
has been a critical mass of oth- 
er governments recognising the 
new government, then we wfll 
make that acknowledgement 
also.” said Mr Eckhard. 


Whatever may be happening in 
Kinshasa - the tearing down of 
images of Mobutu Sese Seko, 
the swooping into town at night- 
fall of Laurent KabQa, the re- 
naming of an entire country - 
at the United Nations head- 
quarters in New York nothing 
is happening. 

Here, in the citadel of world 
diplomacy, business goes on 
just as before as regards the 
third largest country in Africa. 
“As of now,” the chief UN 
spokesman, Fred Eckhard. con- 
fumed yesterday, “Zaire is still 
Zaire”. And he adds. “And 
Mobutu'S people are still the 
people here and who we deal 
with”. 

Peer out of Mr Eckhard's 
first-floor window and there, 
wafting in a gentle May breeze, 
is proof of this Zairean limbo. 
The flag of Zaire, ten poles 
down from the Union Jack, still 
flies defiantly, a square of pale 
green with a'black arm and fist 
at its centre. 

Indeed, wander to the con- 
ference rooms in the bowels of 
the buildings to where the com- 


Harvard 
caught up in 
Moscow row 


PhQ Reeves 

Moscow 


Allegations of doubtful practices 
and ill-judged speculation are 
two a penny in Russia, where 
corruption has thrived since 
the collapse of the Soviet 
Union. 

Boris Yeltsin has pledged to 
dean the place up - a commit- 
ment echoed yesterday by the 


arrest of a former deputy de- 
fence minister and chief military 
inspector, Konstantin Kobeis, 
on bride-taking charges. 

But even the most hardened 
Moscow cynic will have raised 
a small eyebrow at the latest 
claims to surface here - that staff 


dMUi 

from Harvard University no 
less, that emblem of re- 
spectability and good practice, 
have been abusing their posi- 
tions as advisers to the Russian 
government and misusing 

These amount, it should be 
stressed, only to allegations, 
like most Russian scandals. But 
according to the Wall Street 
Journal and The Boston Globe. 
the US government has sus- 
pended a $14m contract with 
the university after a preliminary 
investigation found that two 
staff had “abused the trust of the 
United States government by 
using personal relationship for 
private gain.” 

Since Russia's economic re- 
forms began in 1992, Harvard 
scholars have been advising the 
i Russians on how tn manage the 


transformation from a central- 
ly planned to a free-market 
economy, a task that has in- 
cluded explaining bow the cap- 
ital markets function. 

According to the newspa- 
pers, the US Agency for Inter- 
national Development 
(USAID) has written to Har- 
vard to say that two employees 
- the general director of the 
world-renowned Harvard In- 
stitute for International De- 
velopment, Jonathan Hay, and 
the project director, economics 
professor Andrei Shleifer - 
went beyond that brief. 

The agency has reportedly 
claimed that Dr Hay “used re- 
sources financed by USAID to 
support the private investment 
activities" of his colleague. Dr 
Shleifer's wife. 

Support staff, paid by the 
American government, have 
been buying and selling bonds* 
compiling information about 
tax. and tracking investments- 

The two men s Washington- 
based lawyer, Michael Butler, 
said the USAID’s letter was 
^vrong in its ccmchiaons, wrong 
in its assumptions, inaccurate in 
its fgets .and foolish in its 
rhetoric.” 

The case is certain to run and 

run. doubtless spawning law 
suits as it goes. 

But for Russians it is, at the 
very least, a reminder that all is 
not always as rosy as it sounds 
either in the cradle of democ- 
racy or in the stratosphere of its 
academia. •.* 
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The man who holds the key to Hindley’s future 

-I lublic opinion a on>a» i. 
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mg wrth particular cogency afi 
wed (or political renewal, affirm om 
democracy. We witnessed 

of a government that had become 

insensate, had swung toTf^om 

pubhc sentiment. But, in a political cSt! 
ture m which right-wing tabloid news- 
papers owned by foreigners are so 
influential, hewing too close to 
ceiyed pubhc sentiment can become a 
recipe for cowardice and retreat to the 
lowe st co mmon policy denominator 
_ A similar point can be made about 
tne operation of the criminal justice sys- 
ictl Tb ignore the public’s opinion 
about the gravity of certain offences and 
the fitness of punishment is to risk sub- 
verting the foundation of judicial legit- 
imacy. For the courts to trim to pass- 
ing flashes of public anger and 
immediate sensation would rob them of 
tha t particular quality of disinterest on 
which the rule of law equally depends. 

, At the fulcrum of the scales of justice 
sits that peculiar politician, the Home 
Secretary. That recent occupants of the 
position have played fast and loose with 
partisan disregard for consistency and 
dignity is neither here nor there. On the 
shoulders of the new Home Secretaiy, 
Jack Straw, lies responsibility for 


upholding the rule of law while ensur- 
ing public sentiment about infractions 
k adequately recognised. The case in 
point is that of Myra Hindley. 

She has benefited from the fashion for 
judicial review of executive decision- 
making. The murderer's lawyers have 
jpt leave to challenge Michael Howard’s- 
decision to affirm the Home Office’s 
earlier imposition of a “whole life” sen- 
tence, amending a previous ruling that 
she serve a 30-year term. There may well 
be issues of procedure and propriety 
here. Given Mr Howard’s carelessness 
and occasional indifference to legal 
form (first witness for the prosecution, 
Ann Widdecombe), it is possible be has 
given hostages to fortune. Say die court 
were to judge that Howard had acted 
outside his powers. All that would do is 
put Jack Straw in the front line; he would 

then have to decide what he is to do with 

Myra Hindley. But, almost regardless of 
the outcome of the judicial review, the 
new Home Secretaiy ought to make up 
his own mind on the case. For Him to 
claim that his lips are buttoned is to let 
discretion take over from valour it is 
tantamount to saying politicians ought 
to be permanently dumb in case their 
actions are challenged in the courts. 
That cannot be right 
As a Lancashire MP Mr Straw needs 
no instruction in how the memory of the 
B rady-Hindi ey crimes lingers, espe- 
cially in the North-west With time, other 
crimes and other events of horror lade 
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from public recollection, however long 
the relatives of victims may grieve; their 
perpetrators leave jail after serving 
their time, forgotten. But this offence 
has not been erased from public con- 
sciousness. Hindley’s various noisy inter- 
locutors and admirers have not helped 
her case; nor has the long delay in her 
revealing the full extent of her crimes. 
Reports of her own demeanour do not 
paint a convincing picture of a penitent. 
Perhaps it was alas the cultural context 
of the crime - a side of the Sixties so dis- 
tant from the music and fashion that 
gripped the popular imagination. 

But is that relevant, if HincDey has 


served an appropriate sentence and, like 
others who murdered in their youth, 
must no longer be considered danger- 
ous? The trial judge said she should serve 
a very long time. She has. If the only con- 
siderations in the case were Hindley and 
the impartial operation on her of the 
homicide law, she would merit release. 

But the Home Secretary must do 
more than check off boxes on a list of 
criteria. He has also to use his political 
imagination. At the use of that word 
some people will complain that the 
criminal justice system ought to be 
immune from politics. After all, our mis- 
givings about mandatory sentences and 


other “reforms” enacted by the Tories in 
recent years have been around the sub- 
stitution of politicians’ judgements for 
those of judges. As a broad principle it 
must be true that judges are largely there 
because they are better placed to execute 
justice than politicians, who are subject 
to whims and pressures that might 
undermine a balanced judgement 

But Jade Straw has responsibilities that 
no judge carries. On his shoulders rests 
public confidence in the legal mecha- 
nism, which is influenced by judicial out- 
comes. His, too, is the task of maintain- 
ing public order. The release of Myra 
Hindley threatens good order,' both lit- 
erally and figuratively. She would, out of 
jail, become prey. The media would hunt 
her, however many disguises and new 
. addresses she went through. Avengers 
would stalk her. Considerable police 
resound would almost certainty need to 
be expended in her protection, and that 
would in turn feed public resentment and 
anger, lb recognise this is not to bow 
down before the prospect of mob rule 
or succumb to atavism. No home secre- 
tary concerned for the good order of 
society would wish to provoke con- 
frontation of this kind. That is the 
higher-minded reason for denying Myra 
Hindley her long-sought release. 

There is a more cynical reason, but 
also one which will necessarily play a 
part. Jack Straw could be a first-rate 
Home Secretary. But he has a limited 
amount of political capital to expend. 


He will have to take many more impor- 
tant decisions that either offend sections 
of his party or elements of the public. 
There is little point in wasting his polit- 
ical capital on Myra Hindley. He should 
be dear why he should keep this woman 
in custody, even if objectively she 
deserves her release. Public opinion 
about her is too fierce. For her own wel- 
fare incarceration must r emain her fate. 


Unearthed; 
little nuggets 

T he Manchester runway tunnellers 
_ present us with a problem. •Leading 
articles should, as above, consider the 
arguments, and stand on the side of 
right But that approach is impossible 
to apply to people who call themselves 
Muppet Dave and Shagger, River Rats 
and Pixies, live in camps called Jimi 
Hendrix Zion or Sir Cliff Richard OBE 
Vegan Revolution. The fact is a public 
inquiry was held, local people mainly 
want the runway, its builders have dealt 
with many objections, and di gging the 
protesters out is going to cost taxpay- 
ers a lot of money. Still, you can’t help 
liking them. As one air pollution expert 
apparently said on meeting them, these 
delightful nut-cases are “little nuggets 
of joy”, and we would be poorer with- 
out them. Even though they are wrong. 
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Stop tinkering 
and just 
ban tobacco 

Sir In your editorial (20 May) you 
suggest that Labour's instinct is for 
blanket bans. As regards smoking. 
^ -■“■cs the Health Secretary’s proposals 

- • Uj are no such thing. I agree that there 

‘ ! • ‘ --L is something dishonest about ‘ 
making conduct associated with 
cigarettes such as advertising or 
sponsoring racing cars illegal but 
refusing to contemplate 
proscribing the action itself. 

Tbbacco smoking does more 
harm to health than any other 
external agent that we can identify. 
Our descendants will be completely 
bemused that a government in the 
1990s allowed cigarettes to be sold 
while also knowing the health 
havoc that smoking produces. In 
Southend we have a large hmg 
cancer study and in the 1990s we 
have already had over 1,500 deaths 
from lung cancer and this is in a 
population of just over 300,000. 

What is required is aproper 
government programme aimed at 
producing a total ban on cigarette 
sales. Jn order to minimise the social 
consequences in terms of jobs, this 
programme could be set over 20 
years. This would give companies 
the opportunity to diversify and 
employees to find new employment. 
Acts such as banning advertising 
and sponsorship of sports, although 
steps in the right direction, are in 
fact only tinkering at the edges. 

Dr TONY DAVISON 
Consultant Chest Physician 
Heart and Chest Clinic 
Southend Hospital 
Westcliff-on-Seo, Essex 

Sin Your concerns about the 
-_*i oppressiveness of a state ban on 

tobacco promotion should be 
waved aside (leading article, 20 
May). The addictive' character of 
the product diminish es the 
smoker’s ability to choose. The 
tobacco-related death toll of 300 
per day would stimulate the most 
draconian action if it occurred as 
the result of any other activity - 
imagin e if there was an air crash 
every day in Britain. 

Frank Dobson’s proposals do 
not go far enough- The tobacco 
-industry’s marketing budget should 
be visualised as a giant balloon of 
money — squash it down in one 
place and it will bulge somewhere 
else, lb eradicate the industry's 
pernicious image-making, the 
Government will need to ban all 
forms of promotion, including aits 
and all other sponsorship, direct 
mail, loyalty schemes and so on. A 
partial ban could lead to a 
legislative “amK race", whereby 
tobacco companies devise ever 
more ingenious promotional ideas, 

and the -Government responds wth 

controlling legislation. It would be 
sensible to anticipate the likely 

course of events and introduce a 

pervasive ban on all tobacoa 
promotion from the outset. 

CLIVE BATES 
London N16 

Sir: Your leading article : of 20 May 
suggests that the NHS should start 
chanting smokers. This is an 
excellent idea. Smokers should be 
made to takeout pitots health 
insurance, A surcharge should be 
made, vouchers should in - 

each cigarette packet,andvrten 
I enough had been saved this would 
penrnt the smoker access to private 

healthcare. • 

Of course the present taxon 
* each packet would have to be 
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increase in income tax rates all 
round. However, this would be 
much fairer than the present 
situation; as the tax on tobacco is 
the most regressive of all At 
present, low-income smokers 
subsidise the health care of middle- 
class non-smokers, and then get 
told by newspaper editors that they 
should be at the back of the health 
queue because of their habit 
The Rev DAVID E FLAVELL 
(Ex-Smoker) 

Peteriee, Co Durham 

Sin Your editorial (20 May) refers 
to “cigarette money contributing 
mighuty to the diversity of sport, to 
widening fields of attainment and 
so to the greater pleasure of the 
participating and watching public". - 
I completely disagree. Sport is 
nowadays not nearly as enjoyable as 
it was 20 years ago. The love of 
■sport, amateurism andmild 
professionalism has been totally 
ruined by the intrusion of coiporate 
advertising and greed. Witness one 
footballer being “sold” for £15m. 
GERALD F C KING 
Richmond, Sumy 


Tough posturing 
no help on drugs 

Sir Could someone explain the 
ludicrous nplitaiy vocabulary to 
which public figures always resoil 
when discussing the use erf illegal . 
drugs (“Biair Jaunehes war on drag 
abuse”, 19 May)? • 

The reality ferr many peopie is. 
that drugs are not only socially 
acceptable, but socially ingrained. 

It is paranoid to suggestfthat there ' 
is some-sort of identifiable 
subculture of drug abuserswhich 
must be attacked with words like 


“launch" and “assault”, and it is 
disingenuous to cite America as a 
success story. Whatever next? The 
policing miracle that was 
Prohibition? 

I am not sanctioning drugs, nor 
am I pretending to know what the 
root causes are, but until these 
causes are identified and addressed 
and politicians and journalists 
leave the “moral” high ground and 
discard this farcical jK>stiiring - 
about “being tough” on everything, 
there will be no improvements. 
TOMCORNFORD 
Sehvyn College 
Cambridge 

Sir. Recent research by a 
Department of Health Thsk Force 
shows the taxpayer can benefit 
sevenfold from every pound spent 
on drag treatment. But, in order to 
deliver this benefit from reduced 
crime, treatment and rehabilitation 
serviceswill need the resources to 
lead this investment 
Our research shows that people 
are already driven away from 
treatment and into continued drag 
misuse by lengthening waiting fists. 
Drug services continue to report 
growing demand turned away at 
then doors -and even closure. The 
real successes will only come with 
new thinking on redirecting 
resources - and even the assets 
seized from dealers- into the 
treatment which the Government is 
tight to herald as a key way 
forward. 

ROGER HOWARD 
Chief Executive 

Standing Conference on DrugAbuse 
London SE1 


Blunkett can end 
schools apartheid 

Sir: I was glad to see from Donald 
Marin tyre's interview with David 
Blunkett (21 May) that the 
Government is open to ideas on 
ways to open up private schools, 
beginning with the former direct- 
grant.sector. Mr Blunkett is right to 
say that it cannot be done by the 
taxpayer footing the bill for people 
who might previously have paid fox 
themselves. Hence the proposal in 
my book We Should Know Better 
that a version of the University 
maintenance grant system be 
applied to any private school 
volunteering to open its doors to all 
talents. Parents of pupils (tike those 
of students) would pay on a sliding 
scale. 

In higher education the aim was 
to widen access, and it worked. 

Our best schools, like our 
universities, should serve the 
whole nation, rather than reinforce 
the privilege of the weD-bora. 

While I support the abolition of 
the much-abused Assisted Places 
Scheme, in the absence of more 
radical measures abolition alone 
could simply entrench the 
apartheid of which Mr Blunkett 
speaks. My scheme would stand 
the APS on its head: entry to once 
exclusive schools would be by right, 
not grace-and-favour. 

I welcome many of Mr 
Blunkett’s pronouncements to 
date, for instance on teaching 
methods. Yet I fear that progress 
will be limited while Britain, alone 
in Europe, has not one but two 


educational cultures. Those who 
say that private schools are a 
distraction are merely avoiding the 
uncomfortable business of 
thinking. It is good to hear that Mr 
Blunkett is not among them. 
GEORGE WALDEN 
London W12 

The writer was Conservative MP for 
Buckingham , } 983-97 


Ali’s fate strips 
boxing of excuses 

Sin Your remarkable review of 
When we were kings (15 May) and 
today's article about sporting giants 
(20 May) are the most emphatic 
and dramatic indictments yet of the 
“sport” of boxing. Tbday 
Muhammad Ali, a heroic Titan of 
post-war decades, is a shambling 
incoherent ruin of a man. 

It would be amazing if this young 
ex-borer's Parkinson's disease, an 
affliction of the elderly, were a 
coincidence. ()n the other hand, 
signs of Parkinsonism are very 
common in ex-boxers since they are 
.part of the syndrome of brain 
damage caused by repeated blows 
to the head. 

What further evidence do we 
need before the civilised world 
brushes aside the casuistic excuses 
for this most ignoble indistry and 
bans boxing fen-good? 

TONY VAN DEN BERGH 
former inspector of the British 
Boxing Board of Control 
HELEN GRANT MD, FRCP 
retired Ni 
London 
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Recycle coastal 
towns’ sewage 

Sir The amount of water wasted 
through leaky pipes may be 
difficult to ascertain (letter, 20 
May) but another source of waste is 
easily proven. 

Every day. Southern Water 
discharges the waste/sewage from 
400,000 people into the sea off the 
West Sussex coast. Over 99 per cent 
of this effluent is water- fresh 
water. 

If all tbe coastal water 


works, with the latest ultra-violet 
radiation that kills off most of the 
bugs, the resultant effluent would 
be so dean that, instead of taking 
water from tbe rivers and lakes as 
they do at the moment, it could be 
discharged there to be used again. 
KENNETH SCUTT 
Bognor Regis, JWarf Sussex 


Deep ignorance 

Sir Len Salem (letter, 19 May) 
need not worry on behalf of F-H 
Hsu and the rest of the Deep Blue 
team. They are all well-known as 
individuals “in the trade”, and are 
receiving plenty of media attention. 

The UK has a proud record of 
achievement, bora commercial 
innovation and academic research, 
in computer chess. Sadly, whereas 
in the US and Canada, the 
Netherlands and Germany, and 
many other parts of the world, this 
work earns respect and attracts 
extensive sponsorship from 
companies like IBM and Aegon, in 
the UK h is treated with faint 
derision and ignorance. Such is life. 
ANDY WALKER 
Nottingjham 


Widdecombe and 
powers of night 

Sin Ann Widdecombe, figured as 
Nemesis in David Aaronovitch's 
column (20 May), “waddled" into 
the Commons to put an end to both 
her political career and that of 
Michael Howard. 

We are all aware, as (en g a g in g ly) 
is Miss Widdecombe herself, that 
she is a “butt of popular humour” 
(pun intended?). But if we take a 
liberty with classical tradition and 
suppose this particular Nemesis to 
have been an overweight, less than 
well-favoured, 49-year-old celibate 
male, would Mr Aaronovitch's 
otherwise tolerably generous 
commentary have descended into 
the sexism suggested by “waddle”? 
Your editoriafexplkitty supports 
Miss Widdecombe. The Independent 
cannot have it both ways. 

Dr RICHARD TODD 
Amsterdam 

Sir: Does Ann Widdecombe’s 
crusade against the Howardian 
forces of darkness reflect the cosmic 
law that like attracts tike? There has 
been a tot of discussion about this 
recently and I have first-hand 
evidence to suggest that it may be so. 

On Monday I was listening to the 
PM programme on Radio 4. Just 
before the broadcast of Ann 
Widdecombe’s statement to the 
House about Michael Howard, I 
had been washing up a frying pan 
along with its thick reinforced glass 
lid. The moment the sound of Ann 
Widdecombe’s voice came out of -. 
my portable CD/radio set, the glass 
lid on the frying pan shattered 
dangerously into many sharp 
fragments of varying size for no 
apparent reason. 

This must prove that in order to 
recognise “something of the night” 
in another person, one must 
possess a certain absence of the day 
in oneself. * 

BARRY COTTRELL 
Faringdon, Oxfordshire 

Sin As a linguist in a research unit 
monitoring change in language, I 
was fascinated to note the 
occurrence pattern of the word 
“prestidigitation” in The 

Independent of 20 May. 

Our vast corpus of newspaper 
text estimates the rate of 
occurrence for “prestidigitation” to 
be once per 17-5 million words. 

Thus, I would expect your 
newspaper to carry the word less 
than twice per year. Indeed, our 
statistics show no “prestidigitation" 
whatsoever in The Independent 
newspaper during the 18-month 
period ending March 1990. 

However, yesterday’s 
Independent contained five 
“prestidigitation^ in a single 
ition, as many as have appeared 
in your newspaper in total since 
October 1993. By my calculations, 
this defies odds of apprarimlatefy 
50,000 million to one. As, perhaps, 
Michael Howard must now do to 
become the next Tory leader. 
STEVEN JONES 

Research and Development Unit for 
English Studies 
University of Liverpool 


Modern barbarity 

Sin I was surprised to see in your 
report today (15 May) on the 
treatment of runaway protesters the 
expression “medieval brutality". Is 
tbs intended to indicate some 
moderate form of repressive 
conduct? If not, would not “20th- 
century brutality" be more apt? It is 
hart to dunk of a century which 
could equal ours in tystemicaUy 
callous disregard for basic rights. 

Dr DA SYKES 
Oxford 




— 


«S.»?>t8 ! r I ■ 3 a * ’ ? 7S w PJ* ELi* 8 S* B’K ?3d3K«y,'BrfK3 ■? w ? Y 6s 7 ■p' 1 " w D 5 3 \ B H g si Ta. 





p*aj 


V S?.* J X 


dancing 




Mum 

Pnnce 

Ihirkni 

-jid MG 


V fefc i\i.^ 


The Lindy Hop, born 70 years 
ago in Harlem, is back. It’s big 
in the US and spreading here. 
Forget swing voters, writes 


r ,- . '' « 

. 5 ,v -r 

y <*> "5^ 

■ ; # i#- ** -#* 


p v» ,v j > _ - 

L. ^ V , ■- ^ 


First steps: Tony and Cherie swing it for Labour, 
and (right) Undy-hopping New Yorkers show how 
it’s done Main photograph: New York Times 


Ann Treneman, swing 
dancing is what counts now 


L uigi Babe Scorda 
is a cool cat in the 
hot world of New 
York swing, and he 
is a bit worried that 
I do not fully comprehend this. 
“You want to know who I am?" 
he demands in thick Brooklyn- 
ese. “HI tell you. I’m Luigi 
Babe, and people cal) me the 
Swing Mafia because I come in 
with an 3Uitude." He also 
comes with a 1960 yellow Cadil- 
lac. brown double-breasted pin- 
striped suit and two-tone dance 
shoes. He likes to have a moll 
on his arm and a gold-tipped 
Sobranie on his lip. 

And then all hell breaks 
loose on the dance floor, and 
Luigi Babe is where he likes to 
be: in the middle of a fully- 
fledged American trend. His 
retro nights used to attract a 
dozen or so friends; now hun- 
dreds of strangers arrive in 
zoot suits and slinky cocktail 
dresses to jitterbug to Benny 
Goodman and jump jive to the 
Flipped Fedoras. The Lindy 
Hop, born in Harlem 70 years 
ago, is back on the dance floor 
with a vengeance. 


They are calling it the New 
Swing Era and it’s the land of 
thing" dial New Labour’s scouts 
should really be noting. This is 
the perfect dance after a land- 
slide victory, and offers an 
instant top-up to the feel-good 
factor. It’s a Bill Clinton kind 
of thing: style is viral, sub- 
stance not so important. 

The revival began a few years 
a go in San Francisco and 


worked its way east Now they 
are Lindv-hopnine on both 


are Lindy-hopping on both 
coasts, with a lot of jiving in 
between. “It’s a big deal Lots 
of the bands are beginning to 
tour and get good record deals 
now,” says Michael Moss of the 


now,” says Michael Moss of the 
glossy Swingtimc magazine. 

But could this make it across 
the Atlantic? The original swing 
was a dance of rebellion, and 
the Lindy is said to have been 
named when Harlem's Savoy 
ballroom broke into lunatic 
antics upon hearing the news of 
Charles Lindbergh’s transat- 
lantic flight in 1927. After so 
many years of Tory tea-dancing, 
a few mid-air kicks do not seem 
out of place. It could be a c3se 
of New Labour, New Dancing. 


Perhaps all that talk of swing 
voters was just a cover-up for 
something a bit more fun. 

I tried to ask the spin doctors 
- Peter Mandelson is said to 
like a rwiri or two himself - but 
not even a toe-tap was to be 
revealed at Labour party head- 
quarters. The manifesto is 
silent on the subject perhaps 
wisely. After all, there are ail 
those kicks to the left and 
about-turns. And, of course, as 
a soda! dance it is just an “ist” 
away from the dreaded S-word. 

But it does have the great 
plus of making for an atmos- 
phere so upbeat that they could 
bottle the stuff and sell it “It 
gives you a real buzz,” says the 
Undy-hopper and jive teacher 
Julie Oram at jitterbug night at 
Notre Dame HaO, off Leicester 
Square in London. “We get all 
kinds here. Barristers, students, 
social workers, postmen." So 
what does she think of New 
Labour, New Dancing? “Oh 
yes - it is the feel-good factor." 

San Francisco is no stranger 
to this factor itself. It is at its 
best at Bimbos 365 Club, the 
multi-level supper dub built in 
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the 1950s that is now 
the city's top swing 
venue. Hundreds of 
young people arrive 
in vintage cars, wear- 
ing vintage clothes 
from fedora top to 
spat-shoed toe: it’s a 
sjp’n’swing sort of 
scene. 

"It’s the alternative 
rock kids who are 
going for this scene,” 
said Swingtime's 
Moss, “the kids who 
were intogrunge, hip-hop, and 
ail that. They , just got sick and 
tired of going out and getting 
depressed listening to music. 
Now they can go out and listen 
io music and have a good time." 

A man who insists on being 
called Mr Lucky agrees (which 
is just as well, because he write 
for Moss's magazine). “These 
kids got tired of the same three 
rock chords that somebody 
ripped off from a Buzzcocks 
song in 1979 and turned into 
the industry of grunge rock. 
They’ve had it with the torn 
clothes and looking crummy. 
They want something with a 
little class, a little pizazz, some- 
thing that looks nice and, you 
know, crisp." 

He himself is a singer and 
swinger who dabbles in some- 
thing called Lounge, and, in 
fact, was just on bis way to LA 
to attend Lounge magazine’s 
third anniversary party. “My 
favourite song is a Hawaiian 
lounge version of “Everybody 
Wants to Rule the Worta” . 

It is no surprise that Mr 
Lucky and Luigi Babe knew 
each other, or that Luigi has his 
own opinion about Genera- 
tion X and the Lindy. “Why do 
kids love it so much? It's real 
simple. Are you ready for this, 
babe? Young kids are swing 
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dancing because it is positive. 
How do I know? Because they 
are telling me this. They ge t to 
embrace another human being. 
In the dances of the Eighties, 
you didn't even need to have a 
partner. All they care about 
now is being embraced and 
feeling good." 

Americans love tQ cate- 
gorise, and swingers are not too 
out of breath to do just thaL 
The main variation is between 
East Coast and West Coast 
swing, with the latter being 
slower and sexier. In addition, 
there is a generation gap of 
sorts, with more traditional 
dancers going for big band 
era-type events, while younger 
swingers head out to bear more 
modern groups such as Big 
Bad Voodoo Daddy and the 
Squirrel Nut Zippers. - 
Luigi Babe is not shy about 
stating his preference. “New 
York swing is faster, with a bit 
more edge and altitude. That's 
who I am. We call it Nco 
Pseudo Swing. This is a resur- 
gence with a Nineties flavour. 
That’s what I’m known for 
putting the Nineties into swing. 
I’m not doing a rehash of 
what’s been done before. What 
1 do is high octane " 

There is one problem with 
this scene, as 41-ycar-oJd Luigi 


sees it. Cocktails. He. doesn’t 
like the glass. “I’m a toagh guy. 
1 can't go sipping with a straw. 
So I pick it up and spill it eveiy- 
where." He laughs. “I drink 
Jack and Coke because - you 
know what? - I like the glass. 
The kids drink blue, pink, 
green martinis." 

Luigi suddenly remembers 
something else: he has a special 
drink named after himself. The 
Babe is red wine and Coke 
mixed together and he claims 
he was given this as a baby 
“because I was hyperactive". 


I ask him about New 
Labour, New Dancing, but 
he doesn’i know much 
about the British political 
scene, except that “that one 
guy was freakin’ out". But he 
didn’t specify Blair or Major. 
However hazy political details 
are, he likes the Nt/ND idea 
very much. 

“New government? If 1 had 
the right connection. I could 
bring my dances out there. Wc 
have our own dialect here. 
Swango is swing and tango put 
together. Then there is the 
swingcha. I tell you what 1 
need from you. 1 need to get in 
touch with a booking agent to 
bring the bands over there. 
You know how swing came to 


England the first time - we 
brought it during the war. This 
is going to be the second inva- 
sion. Tm coming over there." 

You heard it here first ... but 
the British swing scene can 
hop along fine, even without 
Lujgj Babe. The latest edition 
of the fanzine Killer Diller car- 
ries ads for zoot hats, a page 
three “hunk", a feature on 
jalopies, and a Benny Good- 
man excerpt from 1940. “Swing 
has to get inside you - and it 
will eventually, although it has 
to crawl in. through your ears, 
through vibration, through 
your pores,” wrote the King of 
Swing. “You’re saturated with 
it. hypnotized, and then, when 
a cat sends a tune 'out of the 
world’, it fills every crook and 
cranny of your soul and mind. 
You start to shag! You peel the 
apple! You beat it down! You 
ride to town, ride right out of 
the world with the sender ...” 

Things are a little less excit- 
ing at Ruby's Dance Club on 
Carnaby Street, where Jocelyn 
Young (sisterof Ruby) is teach- 
ing a beginner the swing basics. 
“Keep low. knees flexed. Dance 
into the floor. Three steps and 
then push back.” she says. 

Jocelyn used to go totals of 
swing and jive dances. “Jive is 
good fun. and it would be great 


if it did become more popular. 
.Although some people now 
are really elite about iL If you 
aren’t wearing the right shoes, 
they won’t ask you to dance." 

At Notre Dame HalL the 
Lindy class is over, the lights 
are dimmed, the strobe is on, 
and the feet are moving too fast 
to see the shoes. Jerome 
Anderson is a Labour voter, a 
postman and a swinger. He 
sees a'new world on the hori- 
zon. "Labour win. England win 
at the football, the feel-good 
factor will be everywhere. Jive 
will be part of that.” 

A man named Pori Smith is 
setting the dance floor on fire, 
but takes a break while I shout 
ray NL/ND question. He nods 
emphatically and shouts back: 
“New Labour, Old Dancing.'" 

That, of course, is a veiy 
dangerous word, and, as you 
read this. New Labour could be 
putting back on that boring old 
D:Ream track. But first, per- 
haps they should listen to Luigi 
Babe as he tips his fedora to a 
world where cool cats love an 


image just as much as Peter 
Mandelson: “Swing helps in this 
way too: if everybody dressed 
up. there would be no problems 
in the world, because no one 
would want to get their clothes 
messed up. Think about it ..." 


Holes in pockets: a medical breakthrough 
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Does your motor insurance— x 
include FREE breakdown cover? 


M any years ago, when 1 
was a mere lad, I 
used to suffer from a 
regular disfigurement. It was 
a blue patch on my thigh. This 
blue patch, measuring about 
six square inches, used to 


appear regularly twice a year, 
suddenly, then fade away 
again, gradually. The doctors 
were baffled at first, but then 
traced it to the fact that I 
carried ballpoint pens in my 
trouser pockets. 

“It’s what we doctors call 
leaking pens." one explained 
to me. “You put the pen in 
your pocket. It leaks. All you 
notice is this blue patch on 
your leg. As a doctor. I 
would recommend you to use 
a pencil wherever possible.” 

And I did for a while, 
except that pencils have a 
nasty habit of coming 
through your trouser pocket 
and jabbing you in the leg. 
leaving your thigh looking as 
if it belonged to an 
unsuccessful graphite addict, 
full of injection marts 
surrounded by pencil shading. 
1 finally gave up carrying 
writing' things in my trouser 
pockets, and graduated to 
the more grown-up habit of 
secreting them in ray jacket 
pockets. This, however, led 
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to another malady which (he 
medical profession had never 
warned me about, namely 
holes in the bottom of 
pockets. What happens is 
that the pen or pencil 
gradually creates a small 
hale in the base of your 
pocket and then disappears 
through it like a brave British 
prisoner of war breaking out 
of a camp through a tunnel. 

Unfortunately for his 
escape plans, the pen or 
pencil then finds itself in the 
lining of the jacket, not much 
nearer lo freedom, and pretty 
soon you get a collection of 
writing instruments lying 
inside your jacket along the 
lower edge, plainly tangible 
but unseen and inaccessible. 
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Kington 


The only way they can be 
reached is bv maiaric a ne 


reached is by making a new 
hole in the bottom of the 
jacket, or by enlarging the 
pre-existing hole in the 
jacket pocket and reaching 
down to get all the escaped 
things, neither of which is to 
be recommended unless you 
are fairly desperate for a 
pen, or unless one of them 
Starts leaking. Better to rattle 
around with these invisible 
pens in your lining. At least 
you’ll know there's one there 
if you really should need it. 


Now, things like this are 
an integral pari of the growing 
process of many boys, though 
they have never been in any 
major novel that I have come 
across, and there comes a 
time when we outgrow such 
foolish things. I have not had 
a blue thigh patch for years 
and years. Most of my jacket 
pockets are intact, and I have 
hardly a jacket with anything 
down the lining. (Though I 
have recently noticed some 
very small objects lurking in 
the depths of my dinner 
jacket, way down in the lining. 


1 think these may be small 
wooden toothpicks of the 
kind used to spear bits of 
cheese or small sausages at 
receptions and which i tend 
lo stick into my lapel pocket 
if there is nowhere else lo 
put them. Presumably they 
then work their way down in 
the traditional manner.) 

But J have recently noticed 
another malady attacking mv 
person in the shape of 
weakened trouser pockets. 
Occasionally 1 will put loose 
change in a trouser pockeL 
not realising the pocket has 
begun to leak, and the 
money will then fall through 
a hole on the pocket, rattle 
down my leg like a fireman 
down a pole and reappear, 
cascading over my shoe. Bit 
embarrassing, really, when 
you’re meant to be an adult. 
And the reason that my 
pockets arc giving way. I 
think, is that I am inflicting 
an abnormally large key-ring 
on them. 

Bunches of keys, like 

paunches and fingernails, 


until... well, until I now hove 
a bunch of a dozen or more 
keys, some of which i use a 
lot and some of which I never 
use and cannot even identify, 
but which I hang on Jo just iti 
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case, and every time I merely 
get the keys out to let myself 


just grow and keep growing 
unless something is done. 1 
don’t think 1 owned a key 
until I was about 20. but 
thereafter you start acquiring 
more keys in dribs and drabs 


get the keys out to let myself 
into my house, 1 jangle like a 
warder going into a prison. 
And because you cannot get 
many keys on one ring, I find 
that my keys are on half a 
dozen different rings, strung 
together like those molecular 
models you occasionally 
glimpse on Open University 
programmes... 

“That’s funny," said the 
doctor, last lime I had a 
check-up. “You’ve got a blue 
patch on your thigh- Wonder 
what it can be?” 

“Leaking pen?” I suggested. 

“No, dotft think so. Looks 
more like a bruise. Do you 
keep anything heavy in your 
trouser pocket?" - 

“Yes. A bunch of keys." 

So I have learnt something 
about life after all. Two 
things, actually. One is that 
everything leaves a blue 
patch on you sooner or later. 
The other is that if men 
really cared about clothes 
they would have started 
carrying handbags years ago. 
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Even now, they 
still perform 
the rite of spite 


T liis was a gathering of an 
ancient cult, last rem- 
nants of a breed we 
thought died, on 2 May. But no, 
hot quite. AH the high priests of 
the. anti-welfare coven were 
there at the Social Market 
Foundation conference, “The 
Future of Welfare” - starring 
US grand wizard Charles 
Murray (Losing Ground , The 
BeU Curve). Spells were cast 
amid calls for ritual human sac- 
rifice, mainly of single mothers 
and their babes. 

Lord Skid els ky, chair of the 
foundation, economist and 
Conservative peer, stirred the 
cauldron first with the theme of 
his book calling for an end to 
social security, a huge tax cut, 
privatising education and the 
NHS. Bang! The welfare state 
gpne in a puff of smoke. 

Assembled was an eminent 
mixture of people who had no 
truck with this cult - lop civil ser- 
vants, policy makers, movers 
and shakes from the Treasury, 

DSS and the Audit Commission. 

But all the old clansmen were 
there too - the ghosts of policies 
past, such as Sir Alfred Sherman. 

A few weeks ago all this 
would have been ominous, but 
now it was almost entertaining. 

They thought the unthinkable 
all right and it was Indeed, well, 
unthinkable. Whatever Frank 
Field has been sent away to 
think, be made it plain in his 
own short presentation that this 
is not the way his mind is work- 
ing. Why these people always thought he was 
one of them is amystery. He is a Christian, they 
are canirihafc 

Skidelsky begins with the convenient 
assumption that we cannot afford the welfare 
state. He quotes Tbny Blair, who of course, said 
nothing of the sort What Blair actually said 
was, “We have reached the limit of the pub- 
lic's willingness to spend on an unreformed [my 
italics] welfare system.” Well, there are few 
people who doubt that it must be reformed, 
but the far right prefers to believe it cannot be 
afforded at all. “High tax weakens entrepre- 
oeurialism and welfare weakens the resolve to 
work.” That is Skidelsky’s real beet afford- 
ability is just a red herring. Of course a coun- 
try twice as rich, as it was in 1945 can afford it, 
so long as it is prudently run. 

The far right are a strange bunch. First there 
was Myron Magnet, a famed US anti-welfare 
guru who sports bushy mutton-chop whiskers 
and speaks like Elmer Gantry, all parables and 
slogans, few statistics: the middle dasses of the 
Sixties are to blame for everything- “personal 
sexual fulfillment” fyuk) and the “rebellious 
imperatives of the setf” (disgraceful) percolated 
down to the poor who lost all shame in taking 
welfare. Roger Sczuton said poverty is a good 
thing as the poor remind us of our social duties. 
Others said visible poverty teaches the conse- 
quences of improvidence. Skidelsky mused that 
in mediaeval times great sanctity was attached 
to poverty. Someone else advocated free rice, 
beans and powdered milk in buckets in the 
street - but nothing else: while another ideo- 
logue quoted Tacitus who said giving away free 
corn caused the fall of the Roman empire. 

Then came the Prince of Darkness himself, 
Charles Murray, who believes poverty is 
genetic Illegitimacy is the real problem, he says, 
whether or not the mother is working and sup- 
porting her family. He didn't really explain why 
a man — any man — is the answer, but he wants 
no benefits for single mothers. “We will have 
to him them,’' he says, licking his Dracula lips. 
“They must know that disaster awaits." They 
must suffer a lot, yes indeed and publicly. 
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Murray, 
Prineeof 
Darkness, 
said single 
mothers 
must suffer. 
He is -not for 
tough love 
but for 
tough hate 


Murray is not a man for tough 
love but tough hate. 

Now into tins seething morass 
steps Frank Field far hk first min- 
isterial appearance. He had no 
announcement, but we listened 
to the timbre of his language and 
his words fefl as soothing bum on 
ears scorched by previous speak- 
ers. He docs not blame the poor 
for their plight. Quietly, he talked 
of the one third of manufactur- 
ing jobs for unskilled young men 
that had vanished since 1979, 
leaving whole communities with 
no means of support “Under- 
standing rather than condemna- 
tion" was required. He wants 
welfare to become once again an 
engine for social advance and 
betterment. Bad education was 
the recruiting sergeant for wel- 
fare dependency, and low-achiev- 
ing girls needed “a hand-up, not 
a put-down" to prevent them 
becoming mothers too young. 

Now we do not know quite 
what he means yen But one thing 
is certain, he does not belong in 
this tribe. The old left branded 
him as a right-winger when he 
first said out loud that the system 
offers all the wrong incentives and 
is riddled with fraud. But anyone 
who ever comes in contact with 
the lives of the unemployed 
knows that to be true. W; do not 
need staring-eyed right-wing 
fanatics to tell us that. 

The system traps those it is 
supposed to- help. It is too ctiffi- 
cuhfor claimants to move in and 
out of temporary work and too 
easy to sink into lethargy and do no thing . It is 
too easy for the young to slide into a mar ginal 
non-working alternative life on the dole. It is 
almost impossible for single mothers to work 
without after-school schemes far their children. 
It is frighteningly easy for small time or profes- 
sional fraudsters to swindle on a massive scale. 

We do indeed need fresh thinking. Hie cur- 
rent Project Work pilot schemes have already 
shown how intensively supervised job search- 
ing, backed with compulsory work, gets up to 
40 per cent of claimants off the books. Labour 
has a better scheme, with real paid work and 
better training, but the effect will be the same. 
Workfare will be mostly carrot, with a bit of 
stick for the under 25s and the long-term 
unemployed - and the signs are it will work. 

Once the Lari-driver vote is convinced that 
fraud and idleness have been squeezed out of 
the system, then, as Field said, there should be 
greater public support for social security. For 
there will always remain a large number of peo- 
ple who cannot work - sick, old, mentally inca- 
pable, unemployable or living in the Barrows 
and the farrows where no work is to be had. 

But it will not be as easy as Labour’s elec- 
tion slogans made it sound. A brilliant speech 
by Two Brains David Willetts, former minis- 
ter and soda! security aficionado, explained just 
how difficult reform will be. He pointed out 
that trying to make a smooth staircase out of 
benefit into work is fraught with problems: you 
iron out the steepest steps, only to re-create 
them further up or lower down the chain. Mak- 
ing family credit more generous to get more 
people on to it creates it own traps and Unk- 
ing the tax and benefits system will not solve 
that dilemma. All the same, his “Nothing can 
be done” message was another reminder that 
even the best brains in government need time 
off for replenishing from time to time. 

Well, now we shall see if the two brains of 
Harman and Field can prove him wrong. One 
thing is certain, whatever “unthinkable” they 
come up with, it will not inhabit the same intel- 
lectual universe as Lord Skidelsky and the US 
anti-welfarists. 


S ony, sorry, sorry. My 
profiise apologies. 
God, I'm sorry. 
Words cannot 
describe how 

prostrate, how wretched, how 
remorseful I am. Indeed, i am 
exhausted with saying sorry. 
For the last three weeks I 
have been taken to task by 
what seems like thousands of 
people demanding apologies 
for the most extraordinary 
things. 

The other day I was 
talking on the radio about 
the history of book 
illustration (about which I 
am, of course, an 
jnternationaUy renowned 
expert and genius). I 
interviewed artists, agents, 
picture commissioning 
editors. Lots of exciting and 
controversial points were 
made about lithograph and 
woodcut technology. But do 
you know the only thing 
listeners responded to? They 
wrote to complain that I bad 
repeatedly pronounced the 
word “ill-yew-stralion" 
rather than “ill-uss-tration". 
Scores of phone calls to the 
Duty Officer jeered at “Lhis 
fake-Edwardian affectation", 
as one apoplectic caller put 
it. " Ill-yew-stration , eh?" 
sneered another. “Aren’t we 
grand? Ooh lah-di-dah. harlc 
at Mr Toffee-Nose ...” 
Reeling from this onslaught, 

1 then wrote a mild and 
appreciative piece about the 
new Department of National 
Heritage, in which I said 
Tony Banks, the Minister of 
Sport, was turning, a bit 
effortfully, into a yob to fit 
his new status. Being myself 
a globally respected 
connoisseur of the game, 1. 
said knowingly that Banks, in 
his beer-swilling, laddish way, 
“comes on like a prospective 
editor of When Saturday 
Comes”, the soccer 



Wkfdecombe’i choice - should go down a bomb 


magazine. Hardly was the ink 
diy on the newsprint before 
the editor of When Saturday 
Comes was on the blower. 
Look here, he said. I'll thank 
you to keep a civil tongue in 
your head. I am not a yob. 
Our readers are not Rolling 
Rock-swilling hooligans. 

They arc, au contra ire. mostly 
fellows of All Souls, theology 
students, rocket scientists 
and designers of chess 
computers, with a smattering 
pf trendy novelists among 
them. Apologise at once ... 
And of course he was right, 
and I do. To get away from 
all this apologising, I flew to 
Monte Carlo to write about 
the grand prix (I am also, it 
goes without saying, a 
transcon Linen tally acclaimed 
commentator on Formula 
One racing) for this paper. I 
reported on the sound, the 
sights, the people, the food, 
the sponsors, the Eurobabes, 
and finally the cars. I 
mentioned the striking lines . 
of Frantzen’s car. a ... what 
was it? A Renault? No name 
appeared on its handsome 
tin side. Back at the hotel 1 
flicked through Chequered 
Flag magazine and there, in 
brackets, after Frantzen’s 
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The Flash that struck the City 

Gordon Brown has learnt from the ghosts of chancellors past, says Jack O’Sullivan 



just a few weeks, Mr Brown has 
handed interest rate decision-making 
over to the Bank of England and, then,, 
just as surprisingly, shorn the Old Lady 
of her role as regulator of financial 
institutions. No one has burst into the 
Treasury in quite that fashion before. 

“Chancellors don’t usually hit the 
ground running, like this, says 
Edmund Dell, a former presidents 
the Board of Trade and author efThe 
Chancellors (HaiperGollifls). “They 
tend to take a little time finding out 
about the job because they don’t gen- 
eral ly know much about it when they 

^Tcanndt think of any precedent for 
a chancellor who has acted so deci- 
sively,” says Lord Jenkins, 
self movedinto No 11 Downing Street 
30 years ago and. as a political biog- 
rapher, knows a thing or two aberot 
previous incumbents. “I admire die 
way Gordon Brown has gone about 

the task." . . 

Jenkins is particularly impressed 
because, as he says, ‘'most chancellors 

take over in a crisis and then iMke&e 

wrong decisions. In Gordon Brown s 
case, he has not got a crisis on his 
hands. He has underlying pubhc 
finance difficulties, but no great short- 

thTcomraons on Tuesday. Keo- 
neth Clarke made a blstermg attack 
on his successor, accusing him of 

“makjng policy OH the ho °^ 85 he 


in opposition”. But Lord Ca l laghan , 
Lab our chancellor between 1964 and 
1967, thinks Gordon is more than a 
flash in the pan. “He seems to have 
worked out his programme and meth- 
ods needed to a higher degree than I 
can remember of previous govern- 
ments. So much attention was focused 
on this new government in opposition 
that they were forced to refine their 
policies and ideas.” And, in any case, 
he says, the Brown initiatives spring 
from well-rehearsed public debates. 
“The question of the Bank’s respon- 
sibilities have been debated for a long 
time. There are no new arguments!” . 

Nevertheless, Brown’s speed 
remains startling. We have become 
accustomed to a succession of Ibry 
chancellors - Howe, Lawson, Major, 
Lament and finally Clarke - whose 
reigns merged into one another, and 
certainly were not begun in such-dra- 
matic fashio n. Lawson wifl be remem- 
bered as the tax-cutting and reform- 
ing chancellor, who had a boom 
named after him and got out before 
the bust But he took his time. So did 
John Major who waited a yearbefore 
his disastrous derision to join the 
European Exchange Rate Mecha- 
nism. Lamont was hardly Stormin' 
Norman, living with the mess Major 
left, and Clarke didnotrushinto any 
early budgets. The then Sir Geoffrey 
Howe was perhaps the quickest on ha 
feet, abolishing exchange controls in 
1979, five months after tatting office, 
a move that was arguabty as important 
as giving the Bank its independence, 
it’s the hurry Gordon? Lord 



Callag han offers a due. “I remember ” 
he says, “when I was appointed Par- 
liamentary Secretary to tije Minister of 
Transport in 1947, there was a wise old 
permanent secretary, Sir Cyril Hur- 
couab. I was just in my early thirties and 


it was my first ministerial posL He said, 
‘Pari Sec, whatever you want to do, 
take the decision in the first three 
months. After that the bureaucracy win 
have built up and will stop you.’ It was 
good advice." 

It helps, of course, if you are at one 
with your prime minister. “Brown 
could never have done these things 
without Blair’s backing,” Dell says. 
Contrast that with the frustration 
which accompanied Nigel Lawson's 
chancellorship, when he failed to win 
Margaret Thatcher over to joining the 
ERM and to making the Bank of Eng- 
land independent. 

Brown’s behaviour may also reflect 
worries about his Labour predeces- 
sors. In Callaghan’s case, he will 
remember that within days of Labours 
1964 election, the then chancellor 
came to a very rapid derision - not to 
devalue the pound. “It was," says 
Callaghan, “a political derision, 
because we would have been hung, 
drawn and quartered by the Tbries at 
the time, lb devalue then was like sin- 
ning against the Holy Ghost.” But it 
was, says Callaghan’s successor. Lord 
Jenkins, the wrong decision. Three 
years later a sterling crisis was 
prompted by the 1964 decision, so 
forcing the devaluation which should 
have taken place years before. Failure 
to take the right derision at the right 
time cost Callaghan his job. 

And then there was the tardiness of 
Jenkins. Following the devaluation, he 
waited four months before introduc- 
ing a deflationary budget -a delay that 
left the markets jittery and led to talk 


of another devaluation. “With perfect 
hindsight,” he says now, “the budget 
would have been better sooner." Lit- 
tle wonder that Jenkins adds: “Well 
done to Gordon Brown for acting 
decisively and quickly.” 

Failure to take the tough decisions 
quickly enough afflicted earlier 
Labour administrations. Hugh Dalton, 
Labour’s post-war chancellor, avoided 
a deflationary budget in 1945 by 
~ despatching John Maynard Keynes to 
Washington to rake cash from the 
Americans. But Keynes came back 
with half what was expected and in 
loan rather than grant form. That led 
to the sterling crisis of 1947 and a 
harsh deflationary budget, which was 
two years too late. 

Mr Brown may be keen to move 
quickly to take the tough decisions; but 
his immediate Labour predecessor, 
Denis Healey, thought he had learned 
the lesson of previous dOatoriness, and 
it did not do him much good. He held 
his first budget with amazing speed - 
just three weeks after the 1974general 
election. The budget was designed to 
deal with the enormous balance of pay- 
ments deficit resulting from the oil 
price hike. But in the rush, the Trea- 
sury got its forecasts wrong with the 
result dial public borrowing rose rather 
than fell The mess had to be cleared 
up in asecond budget later in the year. 

Many chancellors have been mined 
by doing too little too late. Others have 
just been unlucky. Labour's ghosts 
suggest Flash Gordon is right to act 
fast But more important than being 
quick is being right. 


The plot 
thickens ... 
Ann 

Widdecombe’s 
favourite 
piece of 
non-fiction 
is a book 
on Guy 
Fawkes 



name, was “(Sauber)". 
Unfortunately, I was looking 
at the p lacings for last year’s 
grand prix. Two seconds after 
the resulting article was 
published, a distant rumble 
could be heard and several 
thousand letters of crushing 
and satirical intent came 
flooding in from car buffs all 
over the known world Once 
again ! stood revealed as the 
last word in ignorance, the 
essence of dim. Mr Sorry in 
person. It's a good job 1 took 
out the paragraph 

S testioning the legality of 
e bald tyres on 
Schumacher’s Ferrari ... 

A nn Widdecombe. a 
woman clearly 
surprised to find large 
numbers of people prepared 
to like her for possibly the 
first time in her life, is going 
on Radio 4 in July. She wQl 
appear as a guest on A Good 
Read, the book programme 
devised by the late Edward 
Blishen. And what will she be 
choosing as her favourite 
piece of non-fiction? Why, 
Antonia Fraser’s colourful 
narrative history The 
Gunpowder Plot. An 
interesting, if puzzling, 
choice. Why Ms Widdecombe 
should enjoy reading about a 
fanatical Catholic convert 
who plants an enormous 
bomb under a lot of corrupt 
and complacent politicians is 
anyone’s guess. 

C ongratulations to 

Kathy Burke, who won 
the Best Actress award 
at the Cannes Film Festival. 
She got it, of course, for her 
role as the mother in Gary 
Oldman’s film . Nil by Mouth. 
But did it strike anyone else 

bow poignant it was that the 

prize was presented by Hugh 
Grant, for whom the title of 
Ms Burke's film must hold 
an amusing resonance? 

M y spies in the nation's 
playgrounds report 
that nothing like it 
has been seen since the days 
of Cabbage Patch dolls. 
(Remember those odious, 
pudding-eyed little people 
that children could buy 
complete with individual 
birth certificate, national 
insurance number and 


' medical records?) The new 
hot property in Tqyland is 
infinitely worse. Stand by for 
the appearance in your home 
of a Tamagotchi, the “virtual 
pet" whose name translates 
revolting^ as “lovable egg". 
It lakes the form of a key- 
ring with a screen on which 
you watch, with horror, as a 
little blob is bom, grows, gets 
bigger and demands 
attention. From the moment 
the little beast is bom, the 
Tamagotchi owner is 
responsible for its health and 
welfare. It bleeps when it 
needs attention or when it's 
hungty (you feed it by 
pressing buttons). You have 
to wash it and change it and 
clean it up. It interrupts 
whatever you're doing with 
demands that you play with 
iL It gradually develops 
features, arms, legs and hair, 
as a sign that you're looking 
after it properly. Sometimes 
it will decide to be naughty 
and shake its little alien head 
from side to side, tike a 
Bombay taxi driver, when 
you’re frying to feed it. Then 
you have to discipline it, 
despite the practical 
problems of administering a 
dip round the ear to an LCD 
screen. If it’s well fed, four 
little black hearts appear on 
the screen. At night, you 
have to turn its light off at 
9pm or it won’t be able to 
sleep. And it bleeps you 
awakfe at nine in the morning 
like a toddler, demanding 
virtual Cheerios. And here’s 
the really attractive 
proposition - if it's 
neglected, it dies, and a little 
screen angel flaps 
heavenwards. All the pets 
die, in fact, after 30 days; the 
trick is to see how long you 

can keep one going, fed, 

watered, happy and 
disciplined before it snuffs iL 
And you then hatch out 
another one, as if life and 
death were no more than an 



nt 

(o 


assembly tine. It's a bit of a 
learning curve for today’s 
10-year-old, although it tells 
you more about the eternal 
verities than the Spice Girls 
video. 

At present, you can’t buy 
one (recommended retail 
price £10; current price in 
the shops about £14) in 
London. Launched last week, 
the emetic tittle things are 
flooding out of Hamley's and 
Toys R Us like a stampede of 
bolting shoplifters. Last 
Friday, an unadvertised 
consignment of 1,000 
Tamagotchis sold out in three 
hours (one per customer, 
maximum). Japanese 
businessmen in London, I'm 
told, go mad for them, 

especially the comparatively 
rare white ones, after a 
Tokyo pop star was seen on 
television chatting in a 
parental kind of way to his 
white-encased blob. 
According to my sources 
here, both sentimentally 
disposed 1 1-year-old girls 
and gruff, burly, rugby- 
playing 15-year-old boys are 
alike fixated by these 

noisome homunculi. 

“They’re terribly addictive” 

insists a woman friend. 

“1 worry about mine all the 
time." Why? “I’ve developed 
a fixation that, if I neglect it, 
it’ll do a poo in my 
handbag." 
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WHO BETTER 
TO HELP YOU 
CHOOSE A 
NURSING HOME 
THAN A NURSE. 


Deciding an elderly relative needs the extra 
care of a musing home is perhaps one of the 
hardest decisions you'll ever have to make. 
Choosing the right nursing home is even harder. 

That’s why the freerBUPA CareFinder service 
enables you to talk directly to a fully qualified 
nurse, who will advise you on the right homes 
for your relatives' needs, and help you make 
the decision. 

All the homes we recommend are individually 
inspected and accredited by BUPA. For more 
information, call 0645 600 300 (local rate) 
quoting NP06. The service is free, and open to 
everyone, not just BUPA members. 


Please post to BUPA CareFinder, FREEPOST. London WC1X 8BR. 
%u don't even need asiamp. Reference bum ncm 

» 

Name —— 


Address. 


.Postcode. 


IHlDeyl. 


.(Eve). 


BUPACareHndar| „ 

The nursing aoe advisory semee. 
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obituaries / gazette 


Virgilio 

Barco 


Virgtoo Barco \&rgas was Pres- as a yoimg 
idem of Colombia during a par- tered politi 


ident of Colombia during a par- 
ticularly violent period of its 


ticularly violent period of its 
turbulent history. The MedeUfa- 
based drug-trafficking organi- 
sation led by Pablo Escobar 
launched an all-out war against 
the state, assassinating leading 
politicians, planting car bombs 
maty centres and systematically 
murdering policemen. Barco 
rose to the challenge, hitting 
back hard against the gunmen 
of the “Medellin cartel” and 
demonstrating that the country’s 
democratic institutions were 


too strong to be destroyed by 
organised crime. 


organised crime. 

But it was a dose-run thing, 
and Columbia paid a high price 
for the president’s brave stand. 
The low point came is .August 
1989, when the ruling Liberal 
Party's candidate for elections 
in the following year was 


gunned down at a campaign 
meeting near Bogota. In all. 


meeting near Bogota. In all, 
three presidential candidates 
were to die during that election 
campaign. 

The traffickers’ onslaught 
was provoked by Barco 's deci- 
sion to allow prisoners wanted 
on drug-related charges to be 
extradited to the United States. 
They could expect much harsh- 
er treatment from the courts 
there than in Colombia, as they 
were held responsible for sup- 
plying most of the cocaine that 
reached the streets of American 
cades. Until Barco acted the 
power of the cocaine cartels had 
been growing unchecked in 
Colombia, and the psychopathic 
Escobar had come to believe 
that he could do much as he 
liked. 

Banco's firm response was 
characteristic of a man who be- 
lieved in the rule of (aw, in a 
country where it has needed 
courage to defend such princi- 
ples. Colombia is one of the very 
few Latin American countries 
where military interventions 
have been the exception rather 
than the rule throughout its his- 
tory. and where two-party elec- 
tions have usually taken place 
on schedule. But the forces of 
anarchy are always threatening 
to break loose, as Barco learnt 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 


BANATVAIA On ISMav 1997. io Flo- 
rence UvSe Daguerre deHioeauxi and 
Jonathan a daughter, and Zoi a as- 
ter, Madeleine Christian e. 


PATTTSON: On 16 Mot 1997 to Deb- 
orah Markham and Giles Pa nison. a 
son, James Thomas Ridley, a broth- 
er io Olivia. 


DEATHS 


The Independent’s main switchboard 
number b 0171-393 2000. 


as a young man: when he en- 
tered politics in the mid-l940s 
the country was plunging into 
a decade of undeclared dvfl war, 


a decade of undeclared ova war, 
known simply as ‘‘La llotenckT, 

in which the rival liberal and 
Conservative parties took up 
arms against each other ana 
hundreds of thousands of 
people died. 

Barco was born in 1921 into 
a wealthy Conservative family 
in the department of Norte de 
Santander, on the Venezuelan 
frontier. His family had made 
their money in oil and, like 
many young men of his class, he 
was sent abroad to study, re- 
turning at the age of 22 with a 
degree in civil engineering from 
the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT). He was ex- 
pected to take his place in the 
social and political life of his 
home town, Ciicuta, but to his 
family’s horror he announced 
that during bis absence be had 
become a Libera L This was at 
a time when party loyalties 
were set in stone in the Colom- 
bian provinces, and good Con- 
servatives believed Liberals 
were in league with the Devil. 
His grandfather, General Vir- 
gilio Barco, never recovered 
from the shock. 

Despite his natural shyness 
and dislike of confrontation, 
young Virgilio stuck to his new- 
found political beliefs. Within 
two years he bad entered active 
politics as a liberal councillor 
in the nearby town of Durania. 
By 1945 he was acting minister 
of posts and telegraphs, and 
three years later he was elect- 
ed to the lower house of con- 
gress in Bogota. Thereafter he 
held a succession of senior 
ministerial and diplomatic ap- 
pointments (he was Ambas- 
sador in London in 1961 -62 and 
1990-92) in the course of a 
long career in public life, 
culminating in his election as 
President of the Republic in 
1986, with arecord five million 
votes. 

His landslide victory owed 
nothing to the rousing oratory 
or skills in backroom deal- 
making that are the normal 
qualifications for political suc- 


Over the years Ann Craft pre- 
cipitated a quiet revolution in 
the way that services for people 
with learning disabilities (men- 
tal handicap } approach the sex- 
uality of the people tn their care. 
Latterly she played an impor- 
tant part in addressing the issues 
raised by sexual abuse of chil- 
dren with learning disabilities 
and of vulnerable adults. 

Her research and scholarship 
contributed to a fundamental 
shift in attitudes in such services 
and bad a huge impact on the 
lives of people with learning dis- 
abilities, who used to be con- 
demned to furtiveness and 
ignorance, but are now accept- 
ed as adults and as citizens. 

Initially she broke a taboo by 
speaking of these issues at all. 
and iL is a tribute to her knowl- 
edge and her skills that she was 
able to do so in ways which have 
allowed consensus to develop 
around good practice. Her 
unique combination of research 
and scholarship, widespread 
consultation and accessibility, 
and her social work skills en- 
abled her to hear as well as to 


Birthdays 


STOCKER: On 15 May. at the Luton 
ami Dunstable, to Karra (nie Bait- 
lam) and Mark, a daughter, Elisabeth 
Sophie, a sister for William and 
Harriet. 

SYKES: On 13 Mot 1997, at borne Ln 
St Albans, to Stephanie (n£e Green ; 
and Benjamin, a son. Oliver James 
Donald, a brother for Thomas. 


CHENEVDC TRENCH: Richard, died 
suddenly ai home 17 Mot. Much- 
loved husband of Jo. father of Jack. 
Alex and Anna 


Announcement* for Gazette BIRTHS, 

Marriages & deaths mirths. 
Adoptions, Marriages, Deaths, Meow- 
rial serriotsL Ifelding anniversaries, In 
Mentorfami should be sent in writing 
tn the Gazette Edftot The Independent. 
1 Canada StjUart, Canary Wharf. Lon- 
don E145DL. telephoned to 0171-293 
2011 (24-hour answering machine 
0171-293 2012) w taxed to 0171-293 
2010 , and are charged at £&50 a line 
(VAT extra). OTHER Gazette on- 
nouatAncnis (notices, fanctiom. Forth- 
coming marriages, Marriages) must be 

admit t ed is writing lor fined) and are 
charged at £10 a fine, VAT extra. They 
should be accompanied by a daytime 
telephone numbra 


Anniversaries 
Births; Wflhehn Richard Wagner, 
composer, 18 L3; Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle, novelist, 1859; Laurent* Kerr 
Olivier, Baron Olivier, actor and di- 
rector, 1907. Deaths; Constantine the 
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Maklng a stand against ‘narcoterrorism': Barco celebrates after the Colombian elections In May 1986 


Photograph; Rex 


cess in Colombia. .Austere and 
aloof, he hated making speech- 
es and takin g part in public 
debates, and was equally un- 
comfortable with the bureau- 
cratic spoils system that had 


helped to keep the lid on po- 
litical rivalries since Ln Vioien- 


litical rivalriessinceLn Vioien- 
cia came to an end 30 years 
earlier. He preferred to sur- 
round himself with young tech- 
nocrats, promoting several of 
them to ministerial posts when 
they were still in their twenties. 

They served him well as be 
struggled to wean the Liberal 
Party away from its traditionally 
interventionist, protectionist 
ways and open up the Colom- 
bian economy to the free- 
markec influences that were 
sweeping the continent in the 
late 1980s. Barco is credited 
with beginning the process of 
privatising state-owned com- 
panies, which has continued 


under his much younger suc- 
cessors. C£sar Gaviria and 
Ernesto Samper. He also saw 
Colombia safely through the 
debt crisis that afflicted the 
rest of the continent, ensuring 
that it never defaulted on its 
payments or had to seek 
rescheduling of its obligations. 

Barco was frequently dis- 
tracted from these tasks by the 
need to deal with the endemic 
guerrilla warfare that dated 
back to the period of La Via- 
lencia. Four left-wing insur- 
gencies roamed the countryside, 
spawning in turn countless 
r igh t-win g paramilitary gangs 
bent on outdoing them in acts 
of terror and extortion. The 
president succeeded in negoti- 


ating a peace treaty with one of 
the left-wing; guerrilla armies, 


the left-wing guerrilla armies, 
M-19, which subsequently be- 


came a legal political party. But 
he proved as incapable as both 


his predecessors and his suc- 
cessors of bringing peace to 
Colombia - not least because 
former guerrillas tended to be- 
come targets of right-wing 
gunmen out to settle scores. 

It will be for his resolute stand 
against “narcoterrorisirf that 
Barco will be best remembered. 
'Within weeks of his taking of- 
fice in August 1986, gunmen 
hired by the Medellin cartel 
murdered the repected editor 
of Bogoti's great Liberal daily 
newspaper, El Espectador, and 
things got much worse over the 
next four years. It was left to 
Barca's successor. Cesar 
Gaviria. to bring about a peace 
of sorts by allowing drug barons 
such as Pablo Escobar to ne- 
gotiate surrender terms, in- 
cluding guarantees that they 
would not be extradicted. 

Unusually for a Colombian 
ex-president, Barco took no 


further part in public life after 
returning from the London em- 


returning from the London em- 
bassy in 1992. Parity because of 
advancing ill-health, he retired 
to his native region and re- 
frained from making public 
pronouncements. President 
Samper ordered three days of 
national mourning after his 
death. 


Colin Harding 


Ann Craft 


listen and to bring together, 
rather than shut out, the dif- 
ferent and sometimes conflict- 
ing perspectives of service users, 
parents, staff and managers. 

Ann Burkimsher was boro 
and educated in Aldershot, 
Hampshire, with a brief spell in 
Egypt which gave her a taste for 
travel and a certain air of in- 
domitability. She worked ab- 
road for the World CouncQ of 
Churches for a time in her 
twenties but later studied at 
Swansea University and quali- 
fied as a social worker in the ear- 
ly Seventies. She then found 
herself working in Bryn-y- 
Neuadd Hospital, in LI anf air- 
fee h an, Gwynedd, one of the 
larger, old-fashioned, mental 
subnormality hospitals, where 
she began to articulate the 
needs of residents for sex edu- 
cation and support in their re- 
lationships. She believed 
passionately that service users 
deserved to be given the infor- 
mation they needed to make 
sense of their own lives and 
personal options. 

Her early research work on 


handicapped married couples 
(with her then husband Michael 
Craft), was followed by work 


funded by the Health Education 
Council on the development of 
sex education programmes, and 
both are still widely used. Her 
books on aspects of sexuality, in- 
cluding Ser and die Mentally 
Handicapped (1978). Mental 
Handicap and Sexuality: issues 
and perspectives (1987) and 
Practice Issues in Sexuality and 
Learning Disabilities (1994), are 
considered essential texts for 
undergraduates, postgraduates 
and for those on professional 
courses. 

She moved to Nottingham 
University in 1987, and in 1996 
was appointed Reader in 
Learning Disabilities. More re- 
cently she had been working 
with a colleague at Nottingham. 
Caroline Downes, on the sexu- 
ality needs of people with pro- 
found learning disabilities which 
she regarded as an appropriate 
“rounding off” of her contri- 
bution - foe results of their col- 
laboration wifi be published 
later this year. 


. She came to foe work on sex- 
ual abuse with tins very positive 
commitment to people whom 
she regarded as uniquely dis- 
advantaged. In 1989 she and I 
convened foe first national con- 
ference on sexual abuse of 
adults with learning disabilities. 
It was clear that there was 
much work to do to lower the 
odds that such abuse would oc- 
cur and to ensure that people 
who had been victims of abuse 
were properly supported and 
protected! 

In 1992 Ann Craft set up a 
voluntary organisation within 
Nottingham University to in- 
form practitioners and to in- 
fluence public policy. Napsac 
(the National Association for 
the Protection from Sexual 
Abuse of Children and adults 
with learning disabilities) has 
gone from strength to strength, 
producing, in collaboration with 
other relevant agencies, model 
policies and guidelines govern- 
ing the prevention, investigation 
and response to such abuse. 

She spoke as a recognised au- 
thority on all these issues and 


her views were sought by a 
very wide range of individuals 
and agencies including the De- 
partment of Health, the Asso- 
ciation of Directors of Social 
Services, foe Association of 
Chief Police Officers, and the 
All Party Parliamentary Group 
on Sexual Abuse and Learning 
Disabilities. She was also the 
first social worker to be admit- 
ted on to the Royal Society of 
Medicine's Leaning Disability 
Committee, in 1993, and bad 
last year been asked to convene 
a sexuality group for the Inter-' 
national Association for foe 
Scientific Study of Intellectual 
Disability (lassid). the main in- 
ternational organisation work- 
ing in foe field of intellectual 
disability. 

Ann Craft was as wise as she 
was clever and enormously gen- 
erous as a colleague and men- 
tor. She became a somewhat 
reluctant feminist as she 
analysed foe pressures and prej- 
udices which led practitioners 
to flock to her seminars and 
workshops while her work was 
sometimes sidelined within the 


mainstream academic agenda. 
Her response was to open foe 
field as widely as possible: she 
was always ready to give support 
to people starting out on their 
careers or studies. 

She was particularly keen to 
encourage practitioners who 
wanted to undertake practice- 
based research and a Fellowship 
scheme is to be founded in her 
name to allow people working 
in relevant fields to take time 
out for such projects. Having 
started as a lone voice, she 
leaves a thriving and dynamic 
field of work and policy devel- 
opment: that is what sbe want- 
ed most and will be her most 
fitting memorial. 

The seriousness with which 
she addressed her work was bal- 
anced by the pleasure she took 
in her personal life. Sbe was 
wonderful company and had 
many friends all over foe world, 
having spoken anti worked in 
Hong Kong, Japan, Australia. 
America, Belgium. Israel, Ice- 
land and Italy. She was an in- 


trepid sightseer and eater of sea 
food - l remember sitting op- 
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Richard Robinson 


Richard Robinson was one of 
foe most distinguished garaen- 

eis of his generation. Over a pe- 
riod of 30 years he created 
with his wife foe remarkable 
garden at Hyde Hallin'Essex 
tnd in 1993 he gave This, 
through a trust, to the 
Horticultural Society) of which 
he was made an Honorary 

Fellow the same year. 

After studying Medicine at 
Cambridge, Robinson began 
bis professional life as a pathol- 
ogist, and was involved m ear- 
ly research into salmonella for 
the Department of Scientific 

and fodusbaal Research. How- 
ever fois life did not shit his rest- 
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IgctKHr into one of the world’s., v 
largest and most accessible !_ 
archives of plant photography, 

- - Robinson was a modest and^ f 
quiet philanthropist who fi*§ jV 
auendy worked behind foe? 
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scenes to help bs friends. When . 
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he abandoned the labpialtiiyfOT 
foe open air, to begin a new ca- 
reer as a farmer: Within three 


years, in 1955, he and his sec- 
ond wife Helen Chamfer had 
bought foe Hyde Hall estate. 

Their gardening began as a 
means ot making some order 
out of an unprepossessing, des- 


• by the clematis, that bears his. 
- nam e) was indeed of a hip re- 
placement, Robinson arranged 
for it to be done by foe top, 
spedalist ife was snnflarfy a. 
thoughtful _and generous em-l. 

- plqyer and made his prindpaT 
employees in foe photograph- 
ic library directors of the. 
-company. 

. Bythe early 1990s, the future 
of foe garden, which now ex-;. 

■ tended to over 25 acres, was be- 
comioj an increasing, concern to . 

• foe Robinsons and foeir friends 
on foe garden trust that bad" 
been set up some 10 years ear- 
lier: Fortuitously, this was at foe 
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Virgitio Barco Vargas, politician: 
bom Ciicuta, Colombia 1 7 Sep- 
tember 1921: Representative to 
Congress of Colombia 1949, 
Senator 1958; Minister of Pub- 
lic Works 1958; Ambassador in 
London 1961-62; Minister of 
Agriculture 1963 and 1990-92: 
Mayor of Bogocd 1966-69; Am- 
bassador to the United States 
1977 ; President of Colombia 
1986-90; married 1950 Caroline 
lsakson (one son, three daugh- 
ters); died Bogota 20 May 1 997. 


iccated and wind-swept siteo 
The methodical and systemat- 
ic approach of foe scientist in- 
formed all of his horticultural 
activities and he began by soak- 
ing a thorough soil analysis of 
the whole garden to determine 
what improvements should, be 
made before planting. In one. 
area of especially glutinous day 
he added ammonium sulphate 
and peat so as to increase the 
acidity and make the - soil 
suitable for rhododendrons. 

Soon, foe development of the 
garden began to take prece- 
dence over activities on the 
form and in 1974 foe farm was 
let so that the Robinsons could 
concentrate on what had now 
become foe main focus of foeir 
energy and enthusiasm. They 
shared much of foe practical 
work and went everywhere to- 
gether, collecting and ex- 
changing planes, and making 
friends with a wide circle of em- 
inent gardeners. Hyde Hall be- 
came home to a vast range of 
plants including foe national col- 
lections of Malus (ornamental 
crab apples) and Viburnum 
and an impressive array of im- 
maculately pruned roses; a 
plantsman's garden of the 
highest calibre. 

In addition to his horticultural 
talents, Robinson was a fine pho- 
tographer, and for many years 
the official photographer of foe 
RHS. He bought foe Harry 


samd time as foe Royal Horn- ... . - 
cultural Society, under Robing - 
Herbert’s enlightened leader- ' . : 

ship.-was looking to expand its 
sphere of activity beyond Lon- . j 

don and foe south. Hyde Hall. 
was ideally located, well en- 
dowed and offered huge scope . 
for foe future, with virtually ^ 
unlimited room for expansion. 

Soon after foe .RHS took 
' over, the Robinsons moved out 
of HydeFfall and ceased to be 
involved in foe garden. Al- ■*' 
though this was entirety as' *, 
p lann ed by them, it seems iron- j’ 

■ ic that in his last years Robin- ji 

son was not able to sit back and , 
survev foe ground that he and 
his wife had transformed. 

’ The RHS now have an am- 
bitious masterplan in place for j 
the garden, even though foe 
pace of development is more ^ 
modest than originally emiis- 
aged. Thanks to foe Robin- 
sons’ generosity there is the A 
opportunity at Hyde Hall to ex- 
pand the kernel of their creation 
into a garden of international 
significance. This would be a fit- 
ting tribute to a remarkable^ 31 
gardening partnership. " % i'- 

Tom Stuarf-Smlth *7 


'V l * * 

4 1 

t . - c 1- 
.... /{*■ *3*^ 

f ^ to ‘ 

, k — 3 *oos^4 

i- i **■ -J 

: b '<* 


1^. ff, wrf jOW# i 

ir-f- ’ 


1 teams 


bat delaj 


Richard Henry Marlin Robinson, . 
gardener and horticultural pho- 
tographer. bom. Hendon, Mid- 
dlesex 21 March 1917; twice 
married {one son. and one 
daughter deceased ); died 27 
March 1997. - 



Sir Michael 
Shersby 


Craft: breaking a taboo 


posite her in Australia while she 
devoured, undeterred, some- 
thing which looked like an 
extra from a horror film. 


Hilary Brown 


Ann Burkimsher, social worker 
bom Aldershot Hampshire 5 
June 1943; Research Associate, 
Department of Learning Dis- 
abilities, Nottingham University 
1987-88, Lecturer 1988-92, Se- 
nior Lecturer 1992-96, Reader 
1996-97; Director of Napsac 
1992-97; married Michael Craft 
(marriage dissolved ); died ■ 
Nottingham 13 April 1997. 


-Michael Sherfoy was one of the 
Falkland Islands' most active 
supporters, writes Harold 
Briley (further to foe obituary, 
by Patrick Cosgrave, 9 May]. . 

He had visited foe islands in 
parliamentary delegations in 
19S1 and 1983. This gave him 
first-hand knowledge of the is- 
lands just before and just after 
‘the 1982 Argentine invasion. 

■ It was Shersby who look foe . , 
lead in restoring full British cit- !\ 
tzenship and right of UK abode 
to all Falkland Islanders, which 
had been denied them and cit- ' 
izens of other dependent terri- 
tories by .foe 1981 British 
Nationality Act. He pushed 
through foe House of Commons 
his own private members 
British Nationality (Falkland; 
Islands) Act of 1983, in a for- 
midable partnership with 
Baroness Vickers, who steered 
it through foe House of Lords.’ 

It was a measure of Shersby’s 
popularity and of the respect be 
commanded in Parliament that 
the measure was enacted with 


widespread backing. 


M Charles Aznavour, singer, 73; Mr 
Kenny B 3 U, jazz trumpeter, 66; Mr 
Richard Benjamin, film and televi- 
sion actor, 59; Mr George Best, for- 
mer footballer. 51; Miss Cheryl 
Campbell, actress, 48; Mr Menzies 
Campbell QC MR 56: Mr Roger 
Casale MP, 37; Miss Jean Chaflis. ra- 
dio presenter. 63; Viscount DunrossS, 
farmer Governor of Bermuda, 71; 
The Right Rev Douglas Feaver, for- 
mer Bishop o£ Peterborough, 83; Dr 
Desmond Hawldns, former Presdem 
of Hughes College, Cambridge, 74; 
Professor Sir William Hawthorne, 
former Master of Churchill Col- 
lege, Cambridge, 84; Sir Mark Heath, 
former diplomat, 70: Mr Anthony 
Holden, journalist and broadcaster, 
50; Sir Edwin Leather, writer and 
broadcaster, former Governor of 
Bermuda, 78; Viscount Marcbwood, 
managing director. Moei & Cbaodon 
(London), 61; Mr Paul Mariner, 
footballer, 44; Sir Alan Pullinger, for- 
mer chairman, Haden Carrier, 84; 
Mrs Betty Williams, joint Nobel 
Peace prizewinner, 54; Mr Ernest 
Wistrich, former Director, Euro- 
pean Movement, 74; Mr leuan Wyn 
Jones MP, 48. 


Great, Roman EmperoT. 337; Maria 
Edgeworth, novelist. 1849£ir John 
Deaton Pinkstone French, first Earl 
of Ypres, soldier. 1925; Augusta, 
Lady Gregory, poet, playwright and 
theatre director, 1932; Cecil Day 
Lewis, poet and author. W72; Rajiv 
Gandhi, former Indian prime min- 
ister, assassinated 1991. On this day; 
the Blaclcwai! TUnnel under the 
Thames was officially opened, 1897; 
the Battle of Anzio started, 1944; the 
Organisation of African Unity was 
formed in Addis Ababa, 1963; Cey- 
lon changed its named to Sri Lanka 
and became a republic. 1972. Today 
is the Feast Day of St Aigulf of Av- 
oul or Bourges, Saints Casftzs and 
Aemflius, St Helen of Caernarvon, 
St Humility. St Joachima de Mas, St 
Julia of Corsica. St Quiteria, St Rita 
(Margarita) of Castia and St 

Roman us. 


Bearsden. and Lady Macfarlane 
were the hosts at a luncheon yester- 
day at the Palace of Holyroodhouse, 
Edinburgh. Among the guests were; 
Lord Lye H Mr Richard Grant. High Com- 
rtusuaocT [or Nc«- Zealand- and Mis Grant: 
ftrofcwr a mi Mr* Jc*n Artuitarcvt; Lt-CoJ 
and Mis David Qrisbohn: Tbc Rev David 
Hamilton; Mr Crtmint Lane: Tbc Rev Mar- 
jory McLcun; Mr aod Mis Opt don MdUr. Mr 
and Mrs John Miller: Mr and M ns Edward 
WeepJe. 


No VAT charge on licensing accountants 


Institute of Chartered 
Accountants in England & Wales 
v HM Customs & Excise; Court 
of Appeal fLord Justice Beldam. 
Lord Justice Thorpe and Sir 
Roger Parker) 15 May 1997 
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sioners of Customs & Excise ity" was veiy wide, foe tri- 


Din tiers 


Lectures 

Tate Gallery: Theo MatoH, “The Re- 
turn of the Modern Native: Jackson 
Pollock and David Smith", 1pm. 
British Museum: Christopher Date, 
“ "Extreme beamy . . .promising use’: 
the British Museum arid photogra- 
phy”, 1.15pm. 


Lord High Cdmnilssioner 
The Lord High Commissoner to 
the General Assembly of the Church 
of Scotland, Lord Macfarlane of 
Bearsden, and Lady Macfarlane 
were the hosts at a dinner yesterday 
at the Palace of Holyroodhouse. 
Edinburgh. Among the guests were: 
The Eari and Counm, of Manrfdd. Sir Don- 
ald Mddcan: The v«iy Rev Janm and Dr 
Asrne Wcaiheriftad: Mi Angus Graauct. Mr 
and Mrs Gerald Wilson. The High Commit, 
si oner lor Lesotho; Mr and Mrs Peter Etui: 
Hu Rev and Mm John Cubic Mi and Mrs 
John Cuffivau Mi and Mo Aba air Fmlav- Mr 
and Mrs Biwaid HoU; The Rev and Mo David 

Lacy; Mr and Mn Cotm LiddeU: Mr and Mis 
Magnw UnUaien Mrs Abb McGmcr and Mi 
latn MeChner Mr and Mis Andrew Reekie; 
The Vay Rev and Mis Hugh Wyllw. 


The Institute of Chartered Ac- 
countants was not entitled to 
charge Value Added Tax on foe 
charges it made for granting li- 
cences and certificates to prac- 
titioners in accountancy who 
carried on investment busi- 
ness, practice as auditors, or 
practice in insolvency. 

The Court of Appeal dis- 
missed the appeal of foe Insti- 
tute of Chartered Accountants 
against the decision of Mr 
Justice Tuckey. 

Ajidrw Thornhill QC and Rupert 
Baldiy (Denton Halt Milton Keynes) 
for the appellant : Kenneth Parker QC 
(Solicitor. Customs & Excise) for the 
respondent 


had ruled that, although the in- 
stitute supplied services in re- 
turn for the fees charged to its 
members for authorising them 
to cany on the three types of 
business, such services were not 
provided in foe course or fur- 
therance of a business and 
consequently the institute 
could not charge VAT for the 
services. 

The effect of foe ruling was 
that foe institute was unable to 


recover, by way of set-off, foe 
VAT which it had paid on the 


Luncheons 

Lord High Coranrisskme* 

The Lord High Commissoner to 
the General Assembly of the Chmfo 
of Scotland, Lord Macfarlane of 


foreign and Commomteath Office 
Mr Robin Cook MP. Secretary of 
State for Foreign and Common- 
wealth Affairs, held a dinner yester- 
day at 1 Caritoa Gardens, London 
SW1, in honour of Mr Chris Patten, 
Governor of Hong Kong. 
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Changing of the Guard 
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Lord Justice Beldam said that 
in granting licences and cer- 
tificates to accountants who car- 
ried on investment business or 
practised in auditing or insol- 
vency, the institute was acting 
as a recognised professional 
body in pursuance of Acts of 
Parliament passed to protect 
the public against the risk of 
loss due to fraud, incompe- 
tence, misconduct and breach 
of trust in financial affairs. 

The institute paid VAT on 
supplies used in performing 
those services. The Commit 


VAT which it had paid on the 
supplies used in providing the 
service, against VAT which it 
would have charged its mem- 
bers had VAT been payable. 

The institute had appealed 
to the VAT tribunal, which 
had concluded that it had not 
established that its practice 
regulation activities amounted 
to the carrying on of business 
for the purposes of section 
4(1) of the Value Added Tax 
Act 1994, which it would 
have had to establish under 
domestic law. 

It had then gone on to con- 
sider whether under Articles 4. 1 
and 4.2 of foe Sixth EEC Di- 
rective (77y3S8/EEC) the sup- 
ply of foe regulatory licences 
was an economic activity. 
Whilst accepting that the scope 
of the words "600001010 activ- 


bunal did not consider that it 
encompassed regulatory activ- 
ities of the sort carried on by 
foe institute. 

The purpose of the Sixth 
CouncD Directive was foe har- 
monisation of foe laws of foe 
member slates relating to 
turnover taxes, with foe aim of 
introducing a common system 
of Value Added Tax with a 
uniform basis of assessment. 
In the United Kingdom’ foe 
provisions relating to Value 
Added Tax were contained 
in foe Value Added Tax Act 
1994. 

It was plain that foe words 
of foe Aa were intended to en- 
compass the activities referred 
to in foe Directive. Those ac- 
tivities were stared to be the ac- 
tivities of the professions, and 
not all transactions which in- 
volved the performance of ser- 
vices supplied in pursuance of 
the- law would necessarily 
amount to a taxable supply of 
services. 

from the authorities ic could 


should be carried on with a view 
to profit or for commercial rea- 
sons, but it must be an activi- 
ty which was analogous to 
activities so carried on. 

An activity which consisted 
in the performance of a public 
service, to which foe idea of 
commercial exploitation with a 
view to profit or gain was alien, 
was not of an economic nature 
particularly where the activity 
was one typically of a public 
authority. 

Applying those criteria to the 
activities of the institute, they 
were not activities of an eco- 
nomic nature. They were 
activities which Parliament 
had decreed should be carried 
out for the protection of foe 
public. ... 

. -The . fad that foe institute, 
generated revenuefrqm foe is- 
sue of .licences, certificates Or 
maintenance of the register to 
cover overheads did not of it- 
self mean that it was an eco- 


lfc h trial 


nomic activity. Although it was 
connected with foe activity of 


the profession of accountancy, 
foe activity of the institute did 
not consist in foe supply of 
such services for . considera- 
tion, but in ensuring that those 
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be concluded that foe concept fo the profession , who did 
of “an economic activity” was provide such services did so 
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one which typically was per- m accforiahce wtb the law’s 
formed for a consideration, requirements, 
and was connected with eco- Accordingly, the judge’s 
nomic life in some way or an- ' decision would be upbeld- 
ofoer. It was not. however, an • - . . 

essential characteristic that it Kate O’Hankm, Barri 


Kate O’Hanton, garrister 
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tom Stevenson 

Financial Editor 

EdcfeGeorge considered re- 
ggDiog tos position as Governor 
ofJhe Bank of England in 
MOtcst at the abrupt removal of 
his powers of banking supervi- 
sion this week. The Bank was in- 
formed of the transfer of its 
-regulatory authority to an en- 
lac^d Securities and Investment 
Board only 24 hours before the 
new Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, Gordon Brown, an- 
nounced the move in the House 
of Cbmmons on Tuesday. 

Speaking at a rare press con- 

lienee in the Bank yesterday 
wr George put a brave face on 
the latest attempt by the new 
Government to modernise the 
running of the economy. He at- 
tempted to play down the lack 
of consultation with the Trea- 
sury but admitted he bad 
thought about quitting after 
the removal of another of the 
Bank's key functions. 

The removal of the Bank’s 
regulatory powers has been 


e thought of quitting over Bank reforms 


seen as a rebuke from the Gov- 
ernment for its perceived fall- 
en? P *!!r5 m . li,e collapse of 
rH- Cl and Barings. 

Mr George warned against 
reading too much into the lack 
of consultation, saying the 

Chancellor was aware of the 
Bank’s views on the subject But 
he added: “All sorts of things go 
through your mind at times 
bke this. 


The Governor made it clear 
he was unhappy with the speed 
with which the announcement 
had been made, only two weeks 
after (he Treasury had a Iso tak- 
en over the Bank’s 300-year-old 
responsibility for managing die 
Government's debt through its 
oversight of the gilts market. He 
said: “The surprise was in the 
timing. We wouldn't have made 
the changes at this time.'’ 


The Chancellor caught the 
Gty on the bop on Tiesday with 
the announcement of wholesale 
changes to the system of finan- 
cial regulation that governs the 
behaviour of banks, securities 
houses and insurance compa- 
nies. The main planks of his pro- 
posed changes were the 
creation of a single super-reg- 
ulator, headed by Howard 
Davies, currently deputy gov- 


ernor of the Bank of England, 
and the transfer of hanking su- 
pervision from the Bank. 

Stripped of one of its core func- 
tions, the Bank’s responsibilities 
now focus on monetary stability, 
where its rote was homed by the 
announcement two weeks ago 
that it would be free to set interest 
rates, and the overall stability of 

the financial system. 

Mr George cautioned yes- 


terday that the super-SIB must 
be careful to avoid becoming a 
"bureaucratic monolith”. He 
said: “It is enormously impor- 
tant that different types of fi- 
nancial service activity are 
regulated in different ways. I am 
confident that Howard Davies 
is totally sensitised to the need 
to maintain a balance between- 
innovatory vigour on one hand 
and protection of smaller. Jess- 


sophisticated investors and 
savers on the other." 

But he dismissed the sug- 
gestion that two regulators 
should have been set up to sep- 
arate the supervision of retail 
and wholesale financial ser- 
vices: “That distinction is easy 
to say but difficult to draw.” 

One of the crucial areas go- 
ing forward, according to Mr 
George, would be makiig the re- 


Interest rates expected to go up again next month 


The Bank of England has signalled the 
likelihood ofa farther increase in the 
cost of borrowing. Eddie George said 
yesterday that the short-term inflation 
outlook was “extremely encou ragin g™ 
buthe was concerned that strong 
growth was building op longer-term 
pressures, writes Diane Coyle. 

The Governor was repeating the 
warning he had given Kenneth Clarke, 
the former Chaucefloz; at their April 
meeting. Newly published minutes of 
the meeting showed the Bank had 
strongly recommended a quarter-point 


FI teams 
threaten 
float delay 


increase in base rates. “What we’re also 
seeing is robust domestic demand 
growth at a rate which can’t be sus- 
tained for very long without actually 
giving rise to inflationary pressures far- 
ther down the track," Mr George said 
in a radio interview yesterday. 

According to the minutes, be told Mr 
Clarke the need fora tighter policy in 
order to have a chance of meeting the 
inflation target two years ahead had 
become more urgent. The Bank rec- 
ommended “making a start now”. 

Although the former Chancellor 


» * * 
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turned down the advice ahead of the 
election, Gordon Brown raised base 
rates to 6.25 percent within a week of 
polling day 

With figures yesterday showing the 
housing market robust and a strong 
rise in consumer borrowing last 
mouth, most analysts expect the Bank 
to announce a quarter-point increase 
in June or July. Figures from the main 
high street banks and building soci- 
eties yesterday showed the housing 
market recovery continued, while oth- 
er consumer borrowing increased. 


New mortgage lending by buHding so- 
cieties rose slightly compared with 
March to £lbo, about the same level 
as a year ago despite the transfer of Na- 
tional & Provincial and Affiance & 
Leicester to the hanking sector. 

Mortgage lending by banks was al- 
most the some as in March, at £740m, 
and up from £568m a year earlier The 
hanks reported the second-highest to- 
tal on record for coasnmer loans, at 
£1.2bn in ApriL However; the growth 
in total lending by hank* and build- 
ing societies declined a shade to 8.9 


per cert year on year Likewise, growth 
in M4, the broad money measure, 
slowed to 10.4 percent from 1L2 per 
cent in March. 

Analysts reacted cantiously as 
transactions in the gibs repo market 
accounted for much of the slowdown. 
Monetary growth in double digits will 
still concern the Bank. The minutes 
showed that Mr Geoige had drawn at- 
tention to strong M4 growth in the 
April meeting. He also said that the 
pace of earnings growth, since revised 
down, was uncomfortably high. 


#ris Godsmark 

BUsiness Correspondent 

Leading Grand Prix teams are 
threatening to hold up the high- 
profile flotation of foe Formu- 
la One motor racing business 
until the autumn in a dispute 
over the size of the share stake 
allocated to the constructors. 

The top teams, led by 
Williams and McLaren, are un- 
happy with the 10 per cent 
stake in the floated company to 
be distributed among the con- 
structors under pEDpasal&drawn 
up by Salomon Brothers, the US 
investment bank. The issue is 
understood to be far from 
settled, despite recent briefings 
given to Gty analysts by Sal- 
omon's suggesting that the final 
obstacles had been resolved. 

Benlie Ecdestone, owner of 
the hugely profitable promo- 
tional empire, is understood to 
be locked in discussions with 
team bosses including Frank 
WHKamsand Ron Dennis, head 
M. McLaren, with both sides 
apparently preferring to neg- 
otiatepeisonally. The teams are 
demanding a much larger share 
in the floated company, which 
could be worth between £1.4bn 
and £2bn. 

Mr Ecclestone's current plan 
is to offer half the shares to the 
public, retaining 30 per cent of 
the company for himself and 
leaving 10 per cent stakes for the 
teams and the sport's Paris- 
based governing body, the FLA. 
The teams are thought to be 
pushing to emerge with closer 
to 20 per cent of the business, 
leaving Mr Ecdestone 'with a 
similar-sized stake. 

A source dose to the discus- 


sions said yesterday; “Ecde- 
stone and Salomon’s are using 
the media to negotiate. But be- 
hind the scenes things are far 
from concluded.” The source 
added: “Frank Willi ams and 
Ron Dennis are in no hurry to 
sort this OUL The one thing 
Benue requires is their co- 
operation, but no one can un- 
derstand why be is so keen to get 
the float away over the summer.” 

Another problem remains tile 
allocation of earnings from 
world-wide television rights, 
which are under the sole control 
of Mr Ecclestone's business. 
Williams. McLaren and Tyrrell, 
were thought finally to have 
agreed to sign up to the Con- 
corde Agreement which divides 
up the rights. However, several | 
issues are understood to be out- 
standing which could be crucial - 
to the success of the float. One 
suggestion is that teams may 
decide to share out individual 
stakes in Formula One using the 
same formula as Concorde, 
details of which are secret 

Salomon’s had hoped to pro- 
duce a prospectus on the float 
as early as titis week, but it would 
be almost impossible to produce 
a document before negotiations 
are concluded. A spokeswoman 
for Formula One declined to 
comment on the talks. 

The problems have come as 
Salomon's prepares to fly 
selected analysts to Barcelona 
this weekend for the Spanish 
Grand Prix. Tbe visit has already 
raised eyebrows in the City 
because only analysts working 
for securities houses acting as 
sub-underwriters to the float 
have been invited. 

Comment, page 25 
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Bubbling: Richard North, Bass’s finance director (left) and Sir Ian Prosser, chairman. Bass announced half-year profits up 10 per cent yesterday 


lationship between the new sin- 
gle regulator and the Bank 
work effectively. One possible 
fault Ene in the proposed system 
was the Bank's ability to ensure 
fin a nci al stability without the in- 
formation it had gleaned up to 
now from its role as regulator. 

A large part of the running of 
the new SIB’s supervision of the 
banking sector is likely to fell on 
some of tbe 425 staff who work 
on regulation at the Bank. De- 
spite the transfer of many of the 
jobs to the new regulator, the 
finance union, Bifu, expressed 
concern yesterday about the 
proposed changes. 

“The Bank have known for a 
fortnight that changes in bank- 
ing supervirion were coming yet 
they foiled to alert their own 
staff and their union," said Ed 
Sweeney, Bifu general secretary. 

Another 80 staff in the Bank’s 
markets operations division are 
already facing uncertainty over 
their futures after Mr Brown’s 
decision to transfer debt man- 
agement to tbe Treasury. 

Comment, page 25 


Decision 
on Bass 
deal soon 


Sir Ian Prosser, chairman and 
chief executive of Bass, said 
yesterday that he expected a 
decision on the proposed 
£200m Carlsberg-Tetley ac- 
quisition to be announced by 
the competition authorities in 
mid-June. 

The deal has been ma- 
rooned with tbe Monopolies 
and Mergers Commission 
since last year. 

The comments came as the 
company ann ounced a 10 per 
cent increase in half-year prof- 
its to £318m, boosted by strong 
performances in its Bass 
Taverns business and the Coral 
betting shops. 

There was also renewed 
speculation yesterday that Bass 
might bid for William Hifl, the 
Brent Walker-owned book- 
makers, at a price of up to 
£700m. The company declined 
to comment. 

Bass shares fell 22_5p to 
798.5p on fears -that it might 
over-pay as its seeks a deal. 
There were also concerns over 
a slowdown in the Holiday Inns 
hotels business. 
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Pilkington ousts Leverton in bid to pick up pace 


Pilkington 


share price. 



Magnus grimond 

Sir Nigel Rudd, chairman of 
PxDdngton, yesterday signalled 
a. renewed determination to 
wield the axe at the struggling 
glass group by ousting the chief 
executive, Roger Leverton. 

He is to be replaced by Paolo 
Scarooi, the Italian bead ofPQk- 
ingfon’s automotive products 
division, who has gained a rep- 
utation as a determined cost cot- 
ter. Signs that the board may be 
ready to take decisive action to 


reverse the group’s plunging 
share price in the face of two 
profit warnings over the past 12 
months prompted a 6p rise in the 
shares to I2L5p yesterday. 

Sir Nigel paid tribute to Mr 
Levertan’s labours in reshaping 
Pilkington, which have seen 
some 8,000 jobs shed over the 
past four years as tbe group at- 
tempted to combat plummeting 
European glass prices. 

“We have done quite a lot of 
restructuring but we felt the 
pace of change was not fast 


enough in a very difficult in- 
dustry," he said. “Roger has 
done a good job, but it is not 
good enough.” 

Mr Leverton, whose two- 
year contract paying £447,000 in 
1995-96 could put hhn in Gne for 
a pay-off approachmg£900,000, 
said he was disappointed that 
the efforts to refocus the busi- 
ness bad' not come through to 
shareholders. “Trading condi- 
tions have been extremely dif- 
ficult in certain of our key 
markets and results have been 


disappointing. The board felt 
that, under foe circumstances, 
the next stage of foe company’s 
development should be bandied 
by a new chief executive” 

Mr Scaroni joined Pflkington 
in November from Techint, an 
Italian engineering group, 
where he was executive vice 
chairman. 

Prior to that, he was for 12 
years with Saint Gobain, foe 
French glass maker, ending up 
in charge of foe group's world- 
wide fiat glass activities. 


A senior source in foe com- 
pany said foe derision to replace 
Mr Levenon had been made by 
the non-executive directors, 
who had decided that foe pace 
of change needed to be accel- 
erated. Although there would 
not necessarily be more job loss- 
es, the intention was to under- 
take a new delayering of 
management and costs. 

The group yesterday con- 
firmed its March warning that 
profits would be cut to f 130m 
in 1996-97. 


Cellteeh trial failure sends shares plummeting 


Sameena Ahmad 

g2he risks of gambling on 
%fc>technology stocks were 
starkly illustrated yesterday 
after foe share price of Cellteeh, 
foe UK’s second biggest com- 
pany in foe sector, crashed by 
almost half. The company’s 
shares fell 289p to 341p as foe 

group said its leading product, 

. a .drug for septic shock, had 
failed final stage clinical trials. 

Celltbch said foe drug BAYX 
135L licensed from Germany’s 
Bayer, “has not been shown to 
. be effective in reducing mor- 
tality in. septic shock”. The 


news rocked the biotechnology 
sector with shares in Scotia, PPL 
Therapeutics, Cortecs and 
Cantab falling heavily. 

Peter Allen, Cefltech’s finance 
director, said foe news was a 
severe disappointment David 
Bloxham, chief operating officer, 
said ruefully: “When we got a 
phone call from Bayer yesterday 
morning and realised tbe news 
was not good we considered 
jumping off somewhere h i gh.” 

However, Peter FeUner, chief 
executive, said that there were 
no financial implications for 
Cellteeh as Bayer had fully 
funded foe drug’s £100m de- 


velopment costs. “We remain 
financially strong", he said. 

Dr Bloxbam said he thought 
foe outcome was more devas- 
tating for Bayer, which bad 
publicly heralded foe dreg as its 
main product launch in 1998 
and had already built a factory 
to manufacture ft “1 understand 
there will be redundancies at 
Bayer," he said. 

Dr Bloxham said Cellteeh 
would abandon the sepsis work, 
but would continue developing 
the same drag for foe bowel 
condition Crohn's disease and 
would continue its leukaemia 
and arthritis programmes: “We 


still have other legs to stand on,” 
be said. 

Analysts said that though no 
one had been successful in de- 
veloping a septic shock dreg, foe 
news wasa bkwfor CeOtech, par- 
ticularly as the group was forced 
to abandon a drag far asthma less 
than two years agp. Ian Smith, an 
analyst with Lehman Brothers, 
said: “Cellteeh needs some new 
and exciting news to get its share 
price going again." 

Marie Brewer, an analyst with 
Hoaxe Govett, pointed out that 
the septic shock market was no- 
' toriously difficult “Every single 
biotechnology company who 


has got involved in septic shock 
has failed," he said. 

He thought CeQtech’s re- 
maining drug programme 
looked weak: “We are positive 
about their leukaemia drug, but 
we think there will be a lot of 
competition in the Crohn’s mar- 
ket and there are better products 
being developed far arthritis by 
companies like Glaxo.” 

Analysis said foe impact of 
Cell tech’s announcement on 
qfoer biotechnology stocks 
highlighted the risks involved in 
foe sector. Mr Smith at 
Lehmans said foe market would 
now question how easy itwasto 


predict whether a drug would 
make it to market- “This will 
make the Gty less inclined to 
assume success," he said. 

Mr Brewer at Hoare Govett 
thought it would have implica- 
tions for foe queue of biotechs 
hoping to list m the UK. “Float' 
.prices may have to be scaled 
back.” he said. 

However, several prominent 
names in the industry argued 
that foe sector as a whole would 
not be held baric. John Padfield 
chief executive at Chirosdence, 
said foe market was increasiqgly 
able to discriminate between 
high mid low-risk biotech stories. 


BAe seeks £160m 
aid for new plane 
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Michael Harrison 

British Aerospace has ap- 
proached foe Government 
seeking up to £160m in launch 
aid to develop a stretched ver- 
sion of foe Airbus A340 long- 
range jet Rolls-Royce is also 
negotiating an aid package to 
build an engine for the new air- 
craft based on its Hent engine. 

This emerged yesterday as foe 
aerospace industry launched a 
campaign to persuade tbe Gov- 
snment to inoease research and 
development funding for foe 
sector fivefold to £100m a year. 

Mike Tinier, president of foe 
Society of British Aerospace 
Companies and bead of BAe’s 
commercial aircraft business, 
said that together with launch 
aid tbe industry was looking far 
a total of £250m a year in gov- 
ernment support. 

BAe also intends to seek 
£250m in laun ch aid for foe 
600-seat supea^umbopjanned by 
Airbus, tbe A3XX. Tbe R&D 
programmes foe industry is seek- 
ing increased funding for indude 
a newwing deagn for tbe A3XX, 
advanced cockpit technology 

aiim^maintenance costs. 

The industry will press its case 
at a meeting in foe next few 
weeks with Margaret Beckett, 
foe President of tbe Board of 
Trade. Mrs Beckett will also at- 


tend foe Fans Airshow next 
month, where ministers from 
the four Airbus nations - 
Britain, France, Germany and 
Spain - are expected to review 
progress towards turning the 
consortium into a commercial 
company and tbe request for 
further launch aid. 

The A340-500/600 series will 
cost £2bn-£L5bn to launch and 
will give Airbus a long-range 375 
seat jet able to compete with 
Boeing's 747 jumbo and ver- 
sions of foe wide-bodied 777. 
Rolls is vying with foe US en- 
gine manufacturer Pratt & 
Whitney to supply the engine 
for foe new aircraft. A decision 
on which manufacturer has 
been chosen may be announced 
before Paris. 

BAe received £40Gm in 1987 
to develop the A330-A340 fam- 
ily of jets. It is due to start re- 
paying that launch aid this 
autumn through a levy on sales 
and is presang tbe Government 
to agree the new support pack- 
age at foe same time. Launch 
aid repayments will bring in 
£500m for the Government 
over foe next five years. 

Mr Turner said that if Britain 
did not increase its support for 
aerospace R&D then 40,000 of 
foe 1O0.000 jobs foe industry 
supports could disappear over 
the next 15 years as companies 
went overseas for funding. 
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Gambles pay off at Lard Securities 
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an unexpectedly good set of annual fig- 
ures and strongly tinting at more to 
come. Britain’s biggest property group 
is often seen as a ponderous behemoth, 
slow to change , while younger, more 
nimble groups move into exciting new 
areas like out-of-town shopping centres 
and retail shed developments. 

In feet, under retiring chief executive 
Sir Peter Hunt, me group has been more 
for-sighted than many, taking gambles 
in the teeth of the early 1990s property 
slump to launch what has become a 
£400 m development programme. The 


Land Securities : at a glance 


Mattel value: £4 52m. share price 873.5p 


Fhre-year record twa i m isss m& tm 


more Harvest Inns, while the Fork &- 
Pitcher outlets have been renamed 
Vintage hiss to suit its older audience 
better. 

ha branded drinks, Hooper's Hooch 
continues to dominate the alcopop< 
market with a 60 per cent share, 
though sales growth has slowed to Id 
per cent oa last year. On fall-year fore- 
casts of £728m, the shares trade on a 
forward rating of 15 falling to 14. Hold. 




Sanmitt Ahmad 


Pre-tax profits (Em) 


229 237 245 238 244. 


Courtaulds leaves 
troubles behind 


fruits of that spending, which has 
added something like 10 percent to the 
portfolio of retail and office property, 
are borne out in the latest results. 

Pre-tax profits up 2.6 per cent to 
£244m were boosted by property sales, 
so the underlying revenue figure actu- 
ally showed a small 13 per cent decline 
to £236m. But the real meat yesterday 
came in the chunky 13 percent increase 
in net assets per share to 7S3p. 

As can he seen from the step change 
in yield from S3 to 7.8 per cent on the 
underlying £5 Jbn portfolio, there can 
be little doubt that the property mar- 
ket is on the move again. This figure, 
which exdudes underperforming prop- 
erties scheduled for development, has 


Dividends per share (pence) ZZ£ 


C ourtaulds' shares have been un- 
der a cloud of lale, hit by con- 
cerns about the pound and other 
matters. But yesterday the market was 
in the mood to be a little more chari- 
table. marking the shares up 24_5p to 
330.5 p. The problems of two years ago. 
when the price cnf key raw materials like 
wood pulp and aaylo nitrile soared, are 
now well and truly in the past. 

The other local difficulties have 
been well flagged. The seemingly ever- 


Yield oo underlying portfolio Store price 

% penes 




been helped by the link to falling gilt 
yields, which of course dropped again 
recently as a result of the move to give 
more freedom to the Bank of E n g la n d 
to set interest rates. 

Equally, the recovery in die p r op erty 
market has itself been patchy. The 
growth rates in Land Sec’s portfolio 
range from 28 per cent for offices in 
the City of London to 18 per cent for 
retail sheds and food superstores. The 
development programme, already 
worth over £5 00m on currentyields, has 
helped skew the portfolio further 
towards the sexier retail end of the mar- 
ket, which now accounts for 53 per cent 
of the whole. The next 3 million sq ft 
programme, due to begin in Decem- 
ber 1998 with projects like the 
Marmeau Galleries retail redevelop- 
ment in Birmingham, will only increase 
the bias towards shopping. 

There remains, however, a tail of un- 
derperformers at Land Securities. 
Some 16 per cent of its properties are 
still in the sluggish City, with another 
30 per cent in the patchy West End of 
London. The problem can be over- 
stated though: the hangover of “over 
rented” central London sites from the 
1980s, where lease renewals will come 
nowhere near matching previous rent 
levels, will not hit the annual rent roll 
by more than £S.8m in the next five 
years, the company reckons. 

If Labour moves to further tighten 
planning rules for out of town retail de- 
velopments, that should redound to the 
benefit of Land Sec's mainly city- 










from deputy to managing director 
next year, can fiH Sir Peter's experi- 
enced shoes. At a 3 per cent discount 
to BZW’s net assets forecast of 903p 
for next year, the shares, up 29-5p to 
873 .5p, look fairly valued. Hold. 


increased by 025 per cent over last 
year and most of the new rooms 


Hotel problems 
cloud Bass results 


year and most of the new rooms 
coming on stream are m lower-mar- 
gin budget accommodation rather 
than in fuH-service holds.. 

The second issue is acquisitions. The 
City feels the Bass balance sheet is 
under-utilised and that the company 


needs a major deal to drive earnings 
forward. A bid for the William Hfll 


T he brewing sector has lost some 
momentum in recent months 
and Bass is no exception. After 
a strong run which lasted for die whole 
of 1995 and most of last year, the 
shares have come off their January 
peak of 875p. They fell a further 22~5p 
to 798.5p yesterday, despite half-year 
profits in' line with expectations at 
£31 8m. In fact, -the City’s worries 
about the company lay elsewhere. 

Though the uncertainty over 
whether or not the Carisberg-Tetley 
takeover is sanctioned by the 
Monopolies & Mergers Commission 
is one concern, it is riot the greatest. 
The major trading issue is the Holi- 
day Inn hotels business, where growth 
has slowed. The number of rooms only 


centre properties. The only question is 
whether Ian Henderson, who moves up 


forward. A bid for the William Hfll 
chain of betting shops is one possi- 
bility, though Bass could have picked 
the business up last year for far less 
than the £6O0-£7OQm it would have to 
pay now. 

The CSty is therefore equally con- 
cerned that Bass will pay a big strate- 
gic premium, either for William Hill 
or a hotels chain. Hfll would make a 
good fit with Bass’s Coral chain, 
which had a bumper half, helped by 
the cancellation, of fewer winter race 
meetings and improved margins. 

Elsewhere in the leisure division. 
Gala bingo saw profits fall tty almost 
a third dire to intense competition and 
a drop in admissions. Its average 
customer is diverted into spending £6 
a week on the National Lottery. 

In Bass Thverns, the expansion of 
branded outlets continues with the 
new O’Neills Irish bar format and 


known, while Courtaulds signalled that 
it was having problems with over- 
capacity in the viscose market when it 
announced plans to cut 20 per cent of 
its European production in February. 

So while the 2 per cent rise in pre- 
tax profits to £134m in the year to March 
looked modest, pan of the performance 
was masked by a £I4m contribution last 
time from discontinued operations Hke 
Amtico floors and the cellophane busi- 
ness. There was plenty to be hopeful 
about in the underlying group. 

Tercel, the new fibre on winch Cour- 
taulds has lavished £40Qm so far, in- 
cluding £60m last year, has at last 
broken into profit The group is coy 
about how profitable it is, but David 
Ingles ai James Capel reckons it could 
have chipped in £14m on just under 
£100m sales last year. That augurs well 
for the tirird production line due on 
stream in Grimsby later this year and 
the next Tfencel plant, due to be built in 
Korea, Indonesia or Singapore. 

Meanwhile, the group’s long-term 
plan to build sales of other products in 
foe Far East is also starting to pay off, 
with a 45 per cent jump m profits to 
£16tn from foe area. Worldwide coat- 


Sketchjey last night looked set 
to part company with Richard 
Meyers, finance director, after 
foe dry cleaning to road duct 
group announced its second 
profits wanting in just over a 
year. - 

Joe Jackson, chief executive, 
said in a statement yesterday 
that “certain accounting defi- 
ciencies” uncovered by outside 
auditors during preparation of 
the company’s results would 
mean a “moderate" loss for the 
year. Analysts who bad pen- 
cilled in an £8m profit for foe 
year to March now expect a loss 
of between-iliQ and £4m- 

Sketchley was due to present 
its final results next Tuesday 
when it was also going to an- 
nounce a change of name. 


SlffiteUey for II years Md 
ceived a basic salary, of £109,000 
last year. He is on a one-year 
rolling contract. It is not known 
whether he. will receive com- 
pensation. 

Analysts said that though 
there were no suggestions of im- 
propriety, the timing of yester- 
day’s ann ouncement was 
remarkable. 

“I do think it’s very odd that 
a week before the chief execu- 
tive is due to announce his 
company’s results, he doesn’t 
know if he will make an £8m 
profit** a £4m loss. It stretch- 
es foe imagination,” said one. 

* _ ir iuct nn»» 


erated by that division in the 
first halT- Analysts estimated . 
foe retail division made £3m 
profits in that period It said 
there would be a further pro- 
vision relating to the reorgani- 
sation of foe retail side against, 
future rental shortfalls on prop- 
ertiesvacatedby foe group and 


sublet to third parties. 

Though details were sketchy 
and foe company was not re- 
turning calls, foe two arm of 
concern appear to be provisions 
for shop disposals and creditor 
and stock accounting. 

Sketchley appears not to have, 
written down the value of its stex^ ' 
adequately which could cost up 
to £3m. Moreoverfoe group may 
now have to double foe £7 5m 
provirion it made last year for 
doring or letting 150 shops. Ear- 
ly suggestions are that the group 
mayfet out some of these shops 
fbr’less than its own costs, charg- 
ing foe difference each year to 
expenses. However the auditors 
are thought to have asked foe 
group to make another one-off 
provision of £7m. - 

Analysts said that though 
these were mainly non-cash ad- 
justments, the effect would re- 
duce Sketchley’s shareholders’ 
foods, taking gearing to over 100 
percent. 
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Another said: “This isjust one 
more nail in their coffin — an- 


. Shares. in the group plummet- 
ed 26 per cent to 65p. 


ed 26 per cent to 65p. 

A source close to foe com- 
pany said that, as Sketchley was 
without a retail division man- 
ager, Mr Meyers would have to 
tie responsibility for foe ac- 
counting fiasco. “That business 
needed most surgery and was 
gripped directly from the top," 
said foe source. 

Mr Meyers coukf leave as ear- 
ly as today. He has been .with 


more nail in their coffin — an- 
other sorry episode in a sorry IS 
years.” 

Sketchley has been criticised 
for the slow recovery of its dry 
■ cleaning shops and diversifica- 
tion into duct laying with the ac- 
quisition of ARM this February. 

Sketchley’s statement said 
the accounting problems were 
limited to its groups retail di- 
vision, a third of its total busi- 
ness, which incorporates dry 
cleaning shops and pboto-pro- 
cesring outlets. 

Sketchley said foe retail di- 
vision would make a second-half 
loss “in excess of foe profit gen- 


Carlton may go to DTN 


Cathy Newman 


product divirion, is suffering from foe 
cheaper dollar on translation, but 


Courtaulds’ strong position in niche 
areas like solvent-free powder coatings 


areas like solvent-free powder coatings 
and. aircraft sealants is reaping good 
underlying growth. 

Viscose remains foe dog of the port- 
folio, producing a small toss last year. 
It will sot show real improvement 
until foe industry cuts more capacity. 

But assuming . Capel’s forecast of 
£l50m is realised this year, the shares, 
on a forward p/e of 14, look reasonable 
value. 


Carlton yesterday gave a strong 
hint that it was prepared to 
switch camps to ensure that it 
had a significant role in digital 
broadcasting should foe British 
Digital Broadcasting consor- 
tium it is backing fail to win a 
licence next month. 

The company indicated that 
if its consortium lost foe battle 
for a digital terrestrial TV li- 
cence then it would consider of- 
fering programming to the rival 
bidder. Digital Television Net- 
work. Carlion said that not 
only would it be involved in dig- 
ital through ITV, but also “as a 
major producer and distributor ‘ 
of television programmes and 
films’*. 


City analysts said yesterday 
they bad anticipated Carlton's 
alternative plans, expecting foe 
company to exploit its pro- 
gramming and production ex- 
pertise. One analyst said: “If 
Carlton aren’t successful with 
BDB. you’d expect them to go 
round the back door and ne- 
gotiate with DTN.’’ 

Robert Jolliffe, media analyst 
at ABN Amro Hoare GovetL 
said the digital television envi- 
ronment was “generally in- 
credibly j*ood news for Carlton”. . 


He said: “Digital television 
H mean that there are more 


will mean that there are more 
buyers of foe kind of program- 
ming that Carlton produces - 
high-quality UK drama.” 

Carlton’s shares jumped 
185p to 5175p after it an- 


nounced pre-tax profits up 11 
per cent to £l58.6m for foe six 
months to foe end of March. 
The results were roughly 
line with expectation, but sonwr 
analysts were reserving judge- 
ment on foe full year until foe 
results of foe digital licence 
awards were known. 

Carlton’s television advertis- 
ing revenues rose 11 per cent in 
the half-year. However, some an- 
alysis predicted that growth may 
not be so strong for foe full year 
as toe election hadanegptive im- 
pact on advertising revenues. 

Three of Carlton's four divi- 
sions continued to grow, but foe 
video operation reported a 12 
per cent drop in turnover, in 
part due to foe strength of 
Sterling. 
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Signet shake-up leaves ordinary 
shareholders with 17.5% stake 


Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 


Signet, foe former Ratner’s 
jewellery business, announced 
its long-awaited capital re- 
structuring yesterday in a shake- 
up that will leave existing 
ordinary shareholders with just 
17.5 per cent of foe company: 

Signet said the capital re- 
organisation would reduce in- 
terest charges, improve liquidity 


and enable it to pay dividends 
on future profits. The H Samuel 


on future profits. The H Samuel 
and Ernest Jones retailer has 
not paid a dividend since 1992 
and does not expect to pay one 
in the current year. Signet’s or- 
dinary shares fell 6p to 30 -5p. 

The rebel shareholder Julian 
Treger, of UK Active MzJue, said 
he approved of the restructure 


in principle but would need to 
see foe precise detail before giv- 
ing it his full support. “We’re 
glad they've announced a re- 
structure at last We think it is 
now a very exciting company.” 

Signet’s chairman, fames 
McAdam, said the company's 
plans to convert all classes of 
shares into new ordinary shares 
were pitched at a level which the 
hoard thought would be ac- 
ceptable to all investors. 

Under the terms of the deal 
the nine existing classes of or- 
dinary and preference shares 
will convert into 138 billion new 
shares. Dividend areas of 
£164.5ro owed to preference 
shareholders will be waived. 
Preference shareholders will 
then hold 82.5 per cent of 
Signet with ordinary share- 


holders holding the remain- 
der. UK Active Value will have 
between 7 to 8 per cent. 

If foe capital reconstruction 
is approved, the group of rebel 
shareholders who sought a 
shake-up in a filing to the US 
Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission, would hold 35 per cent 
of the new group. They have said 
that would not act in concert and 
so under Takeover Panel rules 
would not be required to make 
an offer for foe company. 

However, the reconstruction 
needs to be approved tty a 75 
per cent majority of each class 
of share. James McAdam said 
he was “optimistic" that the 
terms would be approved. 
Emergency and class meetings 
will be held on 26 June. 

The new share structure 


should boost earning: per sbai^. 
and lead to a re-rating. Mr 
Treger said that if the restruc- 
ture was approved Signet could 
b e val ued at £500m, making it 
a FTSE 250 company. 

Signet also announced its full- 
year results yesterday, showing 
an 80 per cent leap in profits to 
£45m. Operating profits were 20 
per cent ahead at £76.5 m though 
there was a £31.4 m interest 
charge. Profits in foe US rose by 
17 per cent while foe UK oper- 
ations, H Samuel and Ernest 
Jones showed a 25 per cent prof- 
its improvement. Lflre-for-like 
sales were 12 per cent ahead at 
Ernest Jones but just L2 per cent 
up at H Samuel. In current 
trading Signet said same store 
sales were ahead of last year and 
in line with expectations. 


Bluebird 
shares 
down 37% 


Blacks Leisure plans more stores 


Nigel Cope 


Bluebird Toys shares crashed by 
37 per cent yesterday after foe 


America meant 1997 profits 
would disappoint. The Swindon- 
based toymaker said over- 
cautious inventory management 
in North America, and a reluc- 
tance among some stores there 
to stock some products would 
push profits significantly below 
market expectations.’ 

“Trading conditions foe world 
toy markets in foe first few 
months of the year continue to 
he difficult,** Bluebird said at its 
annual meeting. The shares, 
which reached a peak in 1995 
of more than 350p. fell 63p to 
1065p. 

The news came after a diffi- 
cuhyear for Bluebird, which de- 
signs and sells miniature toys. 
Sluggish consumer demand for 


Blacks Leisure, the fast-grow- 
ing sports retailer, yesterday an- 
nounced plans to open a 
further 33 stores this year as it 
reported a fourfold increase in 
full-year profits boosted by 
strong sales during last sum- 
mer’s Euro ’96 football cham- 
pionship. 

Most of the new openings 
will be in foe First Sport format, 
with the remainder in the 
Blacks Outdoor and Active 
Venture fascists. The company 
currently has a total of 119 
outlets. 

Simon Bentley, chairman, 
said more space’ in its stores 
would be devoted to children’s 
ranges. However, he said the 
company would not follow rival 


JJB Sports in opening stand- 
alone stores devoted tovounger 
children. 

The company will, however, 
open a standalone Nike store 
in Bromley. Kent this year. A 
flagship First Sport store 
opened recently in Newcastle 
with one floor devoted solely to 
Nike products. 

Blacks Leisure profits soared 
to £10.2m last year, compared 
to £2. 1m in the previous year. 
Uke-for-like sales grew by 21 
per cent. Mr Bentley said sales 
in the three weeks of Euro ’96 
were very strong 

“Summer *97 will compare to 
an exceptional trading period 
last year fuelled by the success 
of Euro ’96. Notwithstanding 
this we anticipate another very 
successful year as the pro- 


gramme of store openings anrf- 
refurbishment programmes 
progresses," he said. 

He declined to say il the huge 
Uke-for-like sales increases 
were sustainable but said the 
main sports brands such as 
Nike, Reebok and Adidas were 
constantly developing new 
products and supporting them 
with large advertising spends. 

Blacks’ share of Fila UK 
profits was £2. 7m compared to 
Just £700,000 in the previous 
year. In current trading same 
store sales at First Sport are 17 
percent ahead in the 1 1 weeks 
since the 28 February year end. 
Blacks Chttdoor sales are 13 per 
cent ahead on the same basis. 

Blacks leisure shares, which 
stoodut just 49_5p last year, fell 
lip to 51bJ5p. 


Company Results 


Mn^giMckP) 


toys because of competition 
from computers and video 
games, coupled with problems 
of over-slocking of goods at the 
company, sent 1996 profits 
down 35 per cent. 

Until yesterdays warning, an- 
alysts had forecasted 1997 prof- 
it at£13m. Bp ftomillm before 
exceptional charges in 1996. 
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‘Even if he proves 
himself as sprightly 
as Jacques Villeneuve 
between now and 
Siiverstone, it is 
hard to see 
how he can meet 
his timetable* 


Ecclestone’s Formula One win is not in the bag 


r p c flotation of Bcmie Ecclestone's For- 
,r: n ’ UJ a Oae may not be quite as close to 
Uie starting grid as his finanrial advisers 
““Bwte and his fans in the sport 
and the Pre« have been telling everyone. 

_ ■* ~ e b^d been led to believe that all 
nnal obstacles to the float had been over- 
come. Mr Ecclestone had patched up his row 
with the leading Grand Prix teams, they had 
settled for a 10 per cent stake in the quoted 
company and there was even talk of a 
prospectus being published by the end of this 
week. In all, we were told, the flotation would 
reach the chequered flag by the time of the 
Grand Prix at SDversione in July. 

... ra* 5 is news, it now transpires, to the 
ekes of Williams and McLaren, who have led 
the rearguard action to stop Mr Ecclestone 
cashing in his chips without a fairer distrib- 
ution of spoils to those who actually make 
this particular merry-go-round rotate - the 
racing teams themselves. 

It now appears that they are holding out 
for a stake of nearer 20 per cent and still 
haggling over the details of the Concorde 
Agreement, which governs how the televi- 
sion revenues are shared out. Some of this 
may be just bravado, but that doesn't make 
it any less of a threat fo the final 

Even if Mr Ecclestone proves himself as 
sprightly as Jacques Villeneuve between 
now and Siiverstone, it is hard to see how 
he can meet his timetable. How could he 
publish a prospectus - other than one with 
a health warning on every page - without 


the agreement of the most important names 
in the sport? 

Mind you, he is doing his best to stifle dis- 
sent in the Gty. It will, by all accounts, be 
difficult to move at this weekend’s Spanish 
Grand Prix without bumping into an analyst 
or fund manager there at Formula One's 
expense. In time-honoured fashion, the sub- 
underwriting of the offer is being distributed 
as widely as possible. The same tactics were 
employed by BSkyB and the water and elec- 
tricity companies to ensure that their flota- 
tions were greeted with maximum enthusi- 
asm in the broking community. 

Mr Ecclestone could call the constructors’ 
bluff and press ahead regardless. But could 
he really float without the likes of Villeneuve, 
Frentzen, Coulihard and Hakkincn in tow? 
The constructors’ ultimate weapon is to with- 
draw their teams. Mr Ecclestone is familiar 
with such tactics. It is what he did at the Span- 
ish Grand Prix in 1982 after falling out with 
the powers that then ran the sport So he 
should know better than most that playing 
hard ball usually works. 

The Bank is better off 
without this task 

most last- 
considered second view 
is often the more reliable. So after the rave 
first-night reviews of Gordon Brown’s latest 
City drama. Death on Throgmorton St, is 


Thirst impressions are usually ihe i 
r ing, but the more considered set 


there any cause now for a little revisionism. 
Well actually not very much se ems to be the 
answer. 

Eddie George. Governor of the Bank of 
England, is plainly more upset about the 
whole thing than we were led to believe on 
the first night. He still worries about 
whether this is the right thing to do and is 
understandably peeved about not being con- 
sulted on the speed of it alL If he had been 
told two weeks ago when operational inde- 
pendence was announced that the quid pro 
quo was losing supervision, all well and 
good. But he wasn't. The Chancellor said 
that reform of City regulation was a longer- 
term-goal after a period of debate and due 
consultation. Then all of a sudden it 
becomes immediate. Is Mr George right to 
be concerned, or is this just pique at being 
stripped of half bis empire? 

There is a quite respectable case for argu- 
ing that, far from strengthening City regu- 
lation, the reforms will actually only lessen 
the Bank’s authority and lead to an inferior 
form of banking supervision. There is a real 
danger, moreover, of the SIB evolving into 
an overly bureaucratic and authoritarian reg- 
ulatory monster. That would dearly be a veiy 
bad thing for the City, significantly under- 
mining its present attractions to interna- 
tional capital and banking. The function of 
good regulation, it is often said, is to keep 
the horses under control while notin any way 
interfering in the race. Certainly the tradi- 
tionally “light” touch of City regulators has 


been as much a pan of the Square Mile's 
success as its failings. 

. Central to this approach is the way the 
Bank of England exerts informal authority 
in the City through its supervisory arm. 
While this may be a peculiarly British way 
which leaves much to be desired, it none the 
less seems to work. Remove the Governor’s 
eyes, so to speak, and his eyebrows won’t 
work any more either. 

Despite these risks, however, there is 
every reason to believe that the Bank will 
actually fraction rather better stripped of its 
supervisory role, and that's not just in the 
conduct of monetary policy. 

Shorn of supervision, the Bank can devote 
all its energies to policy, knowing that it is 
not going to be diverted every five years or 
so by some massive banking scandal. Fur- 
thermore, the Bank will still retain overall 
responsibility for finanrial stability, so that 
when there is a crisis it will be taking up the 
reins in dealing with it In other words it 
keeps the interesting bits while getting shot 
of the liability of the donkey work. Just think 
of it Next time there's a banking collapse it 
won't be possible to blame the Bank. Instead 
the Bank will come waltzing in with the 
words: “Here's another fine mess the SIB 
has left us to sort out”. Don't knock it Mr 
George. This seems like a pretty good deal 
for the Bank. 

Less dear is whether the reforms will actu- 
ally improve the system of supervision. 
Making sure that they do, and that City reg- 


ulation continues to be operated in the inter- 
ests of practitioners as well as consumers, is 
one for the process of public consultation. 

Pilkington chief 
departs on schedule 


as chief executive of HDringt on is one of 


that h becomes hard to register it as a : 
atalLThe writingwasonthewallasfar I 
as November last year when the share price 
first clipped back Lhrough the level of the 1995 
rights issue. His exit became pretty much in- 
evitable with March’s profits wanting. 

As h happens, the dreadful underperfor- 
mance of the PflkingtoQ share price is not 
all down to Mr Leverton. He's been oper- 
ating in an appaling market place. The price 
of glass has been falling like a stone for the 
best part of two years now and the European 
authorities have meanwhile proved resistant 
to any co-ordinated approach to dealing with 
the industry's chronic over-capacity problem. 

Even so, when a company is in a fix more 
can always be done. Mr Leverton plainly 
wasn't doing it, so Sir Nigel Rudd, chairman 
of three years standing, felt justified in tak- 
ing action. Sir Nigel will have to pray that 
the new man, a vicious cost-cutter out of the 
same mould as Sir Nigel himself, can do 
better. Otherwise Sir Nigel too might find 
himself walking the plank. 
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Railtrack faces 
fines if it reneges 
on spending plans 




es ordinary 


m ** C* 

iJT C S 



Randeep Ramesh 

t Transport Correspondent 

Railtrack. the privatised owner 
of Britain's track, signalling and 
stations, will face stiff fines if the 
company fails to deliver oh its 
f 16bn spending plans. John 
Swift QG the rail regulator, said 
yesterday that he was seeking to 
extend (us powers to ensure that 
Railtrack met its targets, adding 
that the company’s delivery 
against its plans to date had been 
“disappointing”. 

The move was seen by many 
industry observers as the first of 
a series of measures under the 
new Labour administration de- 
signed to increase customer 
confidence in industries priva- 
tised by previous Conservative 
governments. 

Prime Minister Tony Blah- 
yesterday pledged changes to 
the regulatory system governing 
bus services, saying there were 
“severe problems’* in the regu- 


latory system and there would 
be changes made to it 

But while the Government 
contemplates further legisla- 
tion for buses, the slow pace of 
investment tty Railtrack has 
forced Mr Swnt to act He said: 
“There remains a substantial 
backlog of expenditure on net- 
work assets, stations and depots 
which Railtrack must eradicate 
as a priority.” 

With all the train companies’ 
subsidies fixed under the fran- 
chising process, Mr Swift is 
quick to point out that “most of 
[Kail track’s] annual expenditure 
is funded by the state". More 
than £2bn of public money will 
be poured into Railtrack this 
year - accounting for more 
than 85 per rent of its turnover. 

“Assurances that the capital 
and maintenance programme 
wiD be earned out require some- 
thing more bankable than the ex- 
pression of intentions," he said. 

The regulator's announce- 


ment came just a day after 
Railtrack outlined a f lbn plan 
to upgrade tbe nation’s stations 
under its network management 
strategy. He praised the vision 
presented by the company. “Wfe 
have to accept that the spend- 
ing is far better than it was when 
Railtrack was in the public sec- 
tor,” said Mr Swift 

Railtrack claimed it was loo 
early to comment on the an- 
nouncement in detail, despite 
being kept fully informed by the 
regulator’s office of the policy 
since the middle of March. 

There is little tbe company 
can do to stop the regulator from 
obtaining new powers. It could 
seek a Monopolies and Merg- 
ers Commission reference, and 
would then have to prove the 
regulator was acting against the 
public interest. Even- if the 
MMC were to agree, the regu- 
lator only has to take into ao- 
count the commission's view and 
could press ahead regardless. 
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* Lockheed 
to pay MoD 
over delays 

The Ministry of Defence is to 
~ receive substantial compensa- 
tion payments from Lockheed 
Martin, the US defence con- 
tractor, over delays to the de- 
livery of replacement Hercules 
Thinsport aircraft, writes Chris 
Godsmark. 

The first of 25 planes from the 
flbn contract should have been 
handed over to the RAF last 
) November, but Lockheed 
warned yesterday that it still 
could not give a firm delivery 
date. The aircraft are now un- 
- likely to enter service until 
1998- Lockheed is to hold talks 

• with MoD officials next month 
’" to discuss compensation. 

Bill Bullock, president of 
■L Lockheed Martin Aeronautical 
r systems, blamed the delays 
' partly on the certification 
process with the US regulator. 
\ The penal ties are thought like- 
ly to run into millions of dollars. 

Lockheed revealed yester- 
. day that UK aerospace com- 
panies had won almost $5 00m 
v (£3 13m) of orders from the 
• *' Hercules contract, of which 
; more than $200m had been con- 

’ firmed last year. Dowty, part of 

' the TT group and GEN’S West- 
i land -arm have both received 
f substantial orders. 


National Power 
joins tax revolt 


WEchaei Harrison 

National -Power yesterday 
launched its campaign to be ex- 
cluded fiom the windfall tax, ar- 
guing that since privatisation the 
company had raised nearly £7bn 
for the taxpayer, more than 
twice the amount shareholders 
had received. However, the 
gen erator declined to follow the 
lead of British Telecom and the 
airports operator BAA _ by 
threatening legal action against 
the Government if it was in- 
cluded in the levy. 

Keith Henry, National Pow- 
er’s chief executive, said: “A le- 
gal challenge is not high on our 
agenda. We feel it extremely un- 
likely that the Government 
would do anytMog iDegaL*' ■ 

Hie company said it should 
be excluded from the tax be- 
cause it was not a price-regu- 
lated monopoly, had not made 
excess profits and operated in 
a competitive market with an in- 
creasing proportion of revenue 
earned overseas. 

Mr Hemy also argued that the 

taxpayer had enjoyed a windfall 
gain from the privatisation of 
National Power because ofthe 
way the Government had sold 
it m two stages. 


According to-an analysis sent 
to the Chancellor, Gordon 
Brown, by the company, gains for 
the taxpayer from the safe of Na- 
tional Power totalled £6.825bn 
to March 1996. This figure in- 
cluded £3^6bn in net proceeds, 
£265mofdividendsonthe40per 
cent stake the Government ini- 
tially retained and £2.1bo in 
corporation tax, VAT and Na- 
tional Insurance contributions. 

Against that, the company 
said that shareholders benefit- 
ed by £2L86bn over the same pe- 
riod through dividends and the 
increase in market value. The 
figure does not include the 
£1.2bn special dmdeud Na- 
tional Power paid last year. 

National Power yesterday re- 
ported an 8 per cent fall in pre- 
tax profits last year to £740m as 
its UK market share shrank 
from 32 per cent to 24 per cent 
and wholesale electricity prices 
fell 4 per cent. 

The company forecast a fur- 
ther drop in market share this 
year to as little as 20 per cent 
as competition from indepen- 
dent generators increased. UK 
operating profits fell by £70m 
last year to £783m, but this was 
offset by an increase in overseas 
profits from £15m to £74m. 













Sharing It out: (from left) Richard Harvey, NU’s chief executive elect, George Paul, 
chairman, and Allan Bridgewater, the current chief executive Photograph: Emma Bo am 

Norwich members offered 
further shares at a discount 


Nfte Cicutti 


Almost three million members 
of Norwich Union, the UK 
mutual insurer seeking a stock 
market flotation, will be able to 
buy further shares at a 10 per 
cent discount, it was announced 
yesterday. 

Members win pay 25p a share 
less than tbe strike price for the 
£L4bn offer, which is to be fixed 
in ah institutional book-build-, 
ing exercise. 

Norwich Union said it was 
setting aside shares worth an es- 
timated £800m especially for 
members. A further £400m win 
be clawed back from institutions 
it as. expected, demand from 
members is high enough. 

Paitof the total sale includes 
£67Qm of shares which are to be 
sold for the benefit of members 
living in the United States and 
a number of other countries 


where it is legally difficult to 
allocate free wares. . 

Tbe company estimates the 
public offer price of its shares 
will be in tbe range of 240p to 
290p, with members offered 
the discount on a minimum 
further investment of £400. 
Other retail investors will have 
to buy at least £1,000 of shares. 
AH members have already been 
allocated a minimum of 150 free 
shares, with a typical windfall of 
between £800 and £1,000. 

George Paul, NU chairman, 
said: “[We are] keen to en- 
courage members to continue 
to participate in the future of the 
group. I hope that they will take 

buy furtiier s h ar ^F 0rtun ^ 

Alan Richards, a director at 
First Marathon, the corporate fi- 
nance house, said: “The price of 
the shares will depend on the 
book-biiHding exercise. But I 


would be surprised if the price 
wasn'L at tbe top of the range and 
the discount is attractive. 
Financial services shares have 
done very well recently, although 
shares are quite frothy.” 

Mini-prospectuses and ap- 
plication forms are to be sent to 
members now, with 10 June set 
as tbe deadline for receipt of 
applications. 

The company said it espected 
its market capitalisation to be 
up to £5.6bn. Of this, same £3bn 
will be issued in the form of free 
shares to members, with the rest 
sold off in an international 
offer. Senior management set 
out on a roadshow yesterday to 
sell their suny to investors. 

Richard Harvey, group chief 
executive elect, said the average 
free share distribution will be m 
tbe range of£LSW to £L840, with 
43 per cent receiving the 300 
share minimum, worth over £720. 


IN BRIEF 


Old Interflora board warns of legal action 

Lawyers acting for the ousted board of directors of Interflora have 
warned they will begin legal proceedings against the rebel board 
on Monday if the new directors continue -to refuse to hold a postal 
ballot of the organisation’s full membership over the row. The 
new board, appointed at a mass meeting of Interflora members 
less than a fortnight ago, was still meeting yesterday to consider 
its own legal advice on the issue. 

The original 1 1 -strong board, led by chairman David Parry, ar- 
gues the 1,000 members at the mass meeting were not repre- 
sentative of the full 2,600 membership. The old board’s solicitors 
have written to lawyers acting for the rebels insisting that a bal- 
lot must be announced by Sunday. They said Interflora’s articles 
of association specifically stated that a ballot must be called if 
supported by more than 10 per cent of members. 

C&W wins Panama telephone bid 

Cable & Wireless has won its bid to share in the privatisation of 
the Panama telephone network. C&Ws £408m offer was cho- 
sen after international competition, giving the group 49 per cent 
of shares in the company Instituto National de Telecomunica- 
tiones (Intel). The company was attractive because of its hi gh 
growth potential, with just 12 per cent of households in Panama 
currently connected to the network. Intel made profits of $153m 
last year on revenues of $246m. 

TUC moves into domestic energy market 

The Trades Union Congress announced a push into the domes- 
tic energy market as competition for electricity and gas gets un- 
derway nextyear. Union Energy, launched yesterday, wilTmarket 
to union members initially, offering discounts over the incum- 
bent suppliers. However the company warned it would not match 
some of the “suicidal” price cup; seen in trials of domestic gas 
competition in the South of England. Union Energy is in talks 
with several potential partners, including regional power groups, 
which wiD be responsible for providing the fuel. 

US exports reach record $76.5bn 

Record exports shrank tbe US deficit on trade in goods and ser- 
vices by $2bn (£12bn) to $8.51bn in March. Tbtal exports increased 
by 4.1 per cent during the month to a record S76.48bn thanks to 
strong demand for aircraft, capital goods such as telecommuni- 
cations equipment and consumer goods. Imports grew by a more 
modest 12 per cent to $84.99bn, which was also a record. The 
value of imports of cars and parts declined. There was a sharp 
improvement in the monthly deficit wi th China. The bilateral gap 
narrowed from S334bn in ftbruary to S259bn in March, the low- 
est since the S23bn recorded in April last year. But the deficit 
with Japan expanded to S4.61bn in March, an 83 per cent in- 
crease from the previous month's $436bn gap. 

Pillar Property buys Fort Retail Park 

\03son Bowden is selling Fbrt Retail Park, its 128,000 square feet 
retail warehouse development in Edinburgh, to Pillar Property 
Investments for £4 13m. Construction of the park was scheduled 
for completion later this year and would comprise fashion retail 
warehouse accommodation in 12 units, the majority of which had 
already been pre-let, it said 

Operating margins down at Bowthorpe 

Investors at Bowthorpe's annual general meeting were told that 
the company’s operating margins bad been declining. Anthony 
Vice, chairman, said: “So far this year sales and orders have shown 
modest underlying growth but weaker markets, especially in Eu- 
rope, have led to a decline moperating margins, although we have 
seen some recovery during April.” He said Lhe strength of ster- 
ling, particularly against European currencies, had continued to 
impact profits through translation. “Management figures indi- 
cate that the translation cost so far this year, in terms of pre-tax 
profits, has been running at an annual rate of £7m-£8m.” 

OFT investigates Canadian gas company 

The Office of Fair Hading is investigating the activities of a Ca- 
nadian company which is offering gas customers in the North- 
west guaranteed reductions in their bills in return for paying a 
one-off fee. An OFT spokesman confirmed a report in the mag- 
azine Utility Week that it had launched an inquiry after receiving 
complaints about Atlantic Gas Alliance. In return for a fee of 
£30 AGA promises to secure gas at a lower price than that of- 
fered tty rival suppliers to British Gas. Utility Week said the local 
gas consumers council had branded the scheme “a waste of mon- 
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A stitch in time saves us from 
the ravages of boom and bust 


Gourtaulds chief turns his 
back on the wonder fabric 


..rirfte spotlight has certainly 

1 ^ n e ° o. n ihe Bank of 

u En S l * nd during the past 
Aree eventful weeks. After Gordon 
Browns announcement that the 
Government would create a new 
super-regulator which would lake 
ranking supervision under its wine, 
there is no doubt about what 

f I L g3an ? f “ re business 
wfll be m future. It's interest rates, 
interest rates and interest rales. 

Eversmce the Chancellor sprane 
to Erst surprise, critics of Bank of 
England mdependence have been 
muttering that it is a recipe for dis- 
aster putting responsibility for 
meeting the inflation target in the 
hands of the central bank - for 
heaven’s sake, it's full of inflation 
hawks, they argue. Chief economist 
Mervyn King is seen by these par- 
ties as a particular killjoy, proba- 
bly because it is his duty to present 
the Inflation Report, which has 
tned to explain why growth of I per 
cent a quarter will eventually lead 
to higher inflation. 

The critics are a menace. They 
are like the kind of youths who race 


results of monetary policy that will 
bias a competent central bank to- 
wards caution. “A macroeconomic 




past you in a souped-up old Ford 
Escort with go-faster stripes to- 
wards the lights just as they are 
turning amber. They want to keep 
their foot down on the accelerator 
biit will end up having to slam the 
brakes on at the red lighL 

The yob element among the 
commentators means the Bank 
will have to carry on explaining, 
slowly and patiently, why it is bet- 
ter to run a “stitch in time” policy. . 
It is not that Mr King and his col- 
leagues are “sado-monetarists" 
who want to keep the nation in per- 
manent recession to guard against 
a minute risk of inflation. Rather, 
they understand, as the hot-headed 
hedonists do not, that it is better 
for business and consumers to put 
up with a handful of eariy small in- 
terest rate increases than face 
much bigger rises a bit too late. It 
might mean £10 or £20 a month 
extra on the mortgage now but will 
save home-owners thousands of 
pounds over the life of the loan. 

There is new evidence for the 
benefits of running a cautious and 
stable macroeconomic policy in re- 


Diane 

Coyle 

At long last, 
interest rate 
policy is in the 
hands of a steady, 
middle-aged 
driver with his 
foot touching the 
brake, his eyes on 
the amber light 
and nothing to 
distract him 


policy ibal avoids boon and bust cy- 
cles can in fact raise the average 
level of employment and output.” 

To understand this it is helpful to 
go back to the original relationship 
Between inflation and unemploy- 
ment, known as the Phillips curve 
after the economist who devised it 
in 1958. Plotted as a graph, this 
curve slopes down - the tower un- 
employment, the higher is inflation. 

Most economists believe that in 
the loop run, there is no trade-off be- 
tween inflation and unemployment. 
If the government stimulates the 
economy there will be a temporary 
gain in jobs at the price of higher in- 
flation. But as people adjust to the 
increase in mfbnvirt and bid for higher 
wages to compensate, uncmjdoymcni 
will rise again and the economy will 
be back to the same jobless rate but 
a higher inflation rate. 

There is a short-run move along . 
a Phillips curve, but the curve will 
shift oul The long-run Phillips curve 
will be vertical at a rate of unem- 
ployment - the Nairn - which is de- 


termined by supply conditions like 
the degree of flexibility in the jobs 
market, the productivity of the 
workforce, the availability of un- 
employment benefit and so on. 

The development of this view 
explains the graving policy emphasis 
on controlling inflation that has 
emerged in most OECD countries 
since the late 1970s. The new IMF 
research emphasises that not only 
is there no long-run trade-off, but 
there is also a good reason to avoid 
trying to exploit the short-run trade- 


search published recently by the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund*. It 
shows that a lot of unemployment 
is created when the monetary au- 
thorities have to engineer a reces- 
sion to reduce inflation when the 
economy overheats. This exceeds 
the unemployment that re mains if 
the economy is prevented from 
growing enough to reach the “non- 
accelerating inflation rate of un- 
employment” or Nairn. 

In other words, it makes sense not 
to squeeze unemployment 
absolutely as low as it can go with- 
out triggering infla tion because the 
costs of going too far are so high. 
In the words of the authors; “There 
can be significant gains from pre- 
venting an overheating of the econ- 
omy.” There is an asymmetry in the 


off. Unemployment will be lower the 
less variable the economic cycle. 


less variable the economic cycle. 

For most economists have 
treated the Phillips curve as a 
straight line: the inflation cost of 
reducing unemployment is set 
equal to the inflation benefit of in- 
creased unemployment. In fact, 
there ore good theoretical reasons 
and empirical evidence for re- 
garding it as a convex curve, where 
the rise in unemployment needed 
to reduce inflation by 1 percentage 
point is bigger than the fall in un- 
employment achieved by letting in- 


flation rise by 1 percentage point. 

The paper shows that experience 
since the early 1970s supports this 
view. It could be caused by, for ex- 
ample, the tendency for bottlenecks 
to emerge in some segments of the 
jobs market which would prevent 
wages from falling below a certain 
floor. The economy will tend to- 
wards a normal - or “natural” - 
rate of unemployment which will 
be higher than the Nairn if demand 
is volatile. Booms will t rig ger wage 
and price inflation quite quickly, 
whereas busts will not achieve a lag 
reduction in wage and price infla- 
tion as unemployment rises be- 
cause some bits of the jobs market 
wfll still have bottlenecks. 

It is not clear quite how big the 
costs of a boom and bust policy 
might be, but the paper concludes 
that unemployment will certainly 
be higher. The Bank of England’s 
preference for a stitch in time, ex- 
pressed again by Eddie George yes- 
terday, will help to reduce the 
unemployment rate on average, 
even if it prevents as big a drop in 
joblessness as could be achieved 
right now. . 

It must be said, too, that the Bank 
is not unduly gloomy about the in- 
flalionaiy d an g ers. The forecast it 
presented in last week’s Inflation 
Report, which made the technical 
assumption of unchanged interest 
rates, was lower than many inde- 
pendent forecasts, which do assume 
there will be further rate rises. 

At long last, interest rate policy 
is in the hands of a steady, middle- 
aged driver with his foot touching 
the brake, his eyes on the amber 
light and nothing to distract him. 
As long as they go ahead as billed, 
Mr Brown’s reforms will yield 
lower inflation, lower interest rates 
and lower unemployment foryeais 
to come. The Chancellor has de- 
cided that the classic British hand- 
brake rums are not for him. Thank 
goodness the.Bank of England is 
not keen on them either. 


Gourtaulds chief executive 
Gordon Campbell was in his 
usual relaxed mood yesterday, 
but not sufficiently relaxed io 
follow the latest fashion to dress 
down. He told City scribes: “I 
thought I should apologise for 


People & Business 


wearing a suit this morning and 
not following the trend to casual 



clothing. 1 ought to have pitched 
up in a T-shirt and jeans. 4 


up in a T-shirt and jeans. 

The faux pas was made worse 
by the fact that Tcncel, Cour- 
taakJs’ new wonder fabric, made a 
splash in Japan as a replacement 
for denim. Mr Campbell revealed 
that Tfcncel sales have moved be- 
yond Japan and are now strongest 
in Europe, where customers like 
something “innovative and 
unique”. So now you know. 


Recently however, he found 
that the service in the dub was a 
bit slow and thought they needed 
more staff, so he said so io the 
suggestions book. 

The RAC Club then wrote to 
him saying this was a complaint 
and not a suggestion, and was 
therefore inappropriate for the 
suggestions book. 

This floored Mr Fenner. Ap- 
parently he should have com- 
plained to the duty manager at 
the time. On the other hand he 
doesn't want me to make too 
much of this: “I don't want to lose 
my membership, after all.” 


Manchester’s tram and rail net- 
work, Altrazn, has got a new 
chairman - the former chief exec- 
utive of Manchester Airport, Sir 

Gilbert Thompson. 

Now that’s what I caD good 
timing. Just as the airport people 


are trying to unearth folk 
Swampy from his tunnel t 


No fashion fad: Gordon CampbeS 
casuafiy shunned Tshirt and jeans 


Swampy from his tunnel below 
the proposed site for the new run- 
way, Sir Gilbert is taking over a 
tram system that is the epitome of 
environmental friendliness. 

AJtram is made up of John 

andtfie 3i Group^whkhfe to 
build and operate Manchester’s 
Metrolink extension to Salford 
Keys and Ecdes by 2000. This will 
extend the city centre tram system 
which has piwed such a hit with 
the public. 

So Swampy can do his worst - 
Sir Gilbert is riding hi g h. 


Roger Luard of FlexTech might 
have bitten off more than he can 
chew this time. FlexTfech’s cable 
TV company, UK Living, has just 
started a cheeky nationwide 
poster campaign using (be slogan: 
“Wouldn’t it be great if Kate 
Moss was fat?” 

Here the waif-like model's 
lawyer, Gerrard lyrrfl of Harbot- 
tle & Lewis, takes up the story: 

“A couple of weeks ago GGT UK 


One usually thinks of rugby play- 
ers as a pretty basic lot, but the 
coach for the British Lions tour 
to South Africa thinks differently. 

Ian McGeechan sent the squad 
off to an empowerment course 
last week before they jetted off to 
the veldt. You know. All that stuff 
about building bridges with 
p lanks. It will be interesting to 
see whether the course, provided 
by Impact Development Training 
Group of Windermere, Cumbria, 
will empower the players to beat 
the mighty Springboks. 


Living’s advertising agency, ap- 
proached Kate Moss to ask if her . 
name could be used in the ads. 
She said no, simply because she 
already has a number of exclusive 
advertising agreements. 

“Then last Friday all these 
posters went up, and we started 
getting lots of calls from journal- 
ists about it WeVe written to UK 
Living asking for an explanation.” 

One suspects that, whatever the 
outcome of Mr Tyre II 's enquiries, 
UK living will have got its pub- 
licity. Pass the cream cakes. 


*‘PluUips Curves, Phillips Lines 
and the Unemployment Costs of 
Overheating', Peter Clarke and 
Douglas Laxton, IMF Working 
Paper February 1997. 


The “world’s richest man”, BID 
Gates, head of Microsoft, was ad- 
dressing a conference this week 
held tty NCR, the cashpoint com- 
pany, in New York. The great 
man, who is estimated to be 
worth around $32bn (or some- 
thing tike that) was chatting to 
the audience, and to illustrate the 
uses of a new programme, used 
his card to get some money out of 
an NCR atm on stage. 

In fact it was NCR pretend 
money. Seeing this, our Bill de- 
clared: “Ah well, I guess I’ve got 
enough money in any case,” to 
much sycophantic laughter. 


They’: re a pedantic lot at the Ep- 
som RAC Club. Robert Fenner of 
City law firm Fenners enjoys ■ 
spending Sundays at the club, 
playing tennis and golf and taking 
tea with his wife. 


As we reveal the latest in the For- 
mula One saga (page 23), news 
has emerged of another spat in- 
volving Beniie Ecclestone, the 
sport's enigmatic power broker. 
Bowled over try the success of his 
new Grand Prix team, Jackie 
Stewart, former world champion, 
asked Mr Ecclestone to renegoti- 
ate a better slice of television 
rights. The door, we understand, 
was firmly closed in his face. 

When Mr Stewart arrived for 
the Monaco Grand Prix he found 
no space for his motorhome in 
the team compound and was 
allocated an inconvenient space 
away from the other teams near 
the Royal Palace. When Mr 
Stewart complained to Mr 
Ecclestone, back came the 
response: “You always said you 
wanted to be near the Royals, so 
now's your chance.” 


John Wiflcock 
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sport 


What we have now is a crisis of vested interest, a bundle of 
new money but no clear idea of how to spend it sensibly 

fhmo in He learned thev do not come into Hoddle’s con- Another piece of information sug- BBSISkOSB' the Croat attacker, Alea Baksic, for ideas they put forward died on the jumbling in. 


If there is one thing to be learned 
from the past Premier League sea- 
son it is that very few home-bred foot- 
baller can hold their own with the 
best imported talent It was mostly 
foreigner who stopped the show - 
Gianfranco Zola, Juninho. Dennis 
Beigkamp, Patrick Vieira, Eric Can- 
tona, Roberto Di Matteo, Peter 
Schmeichel and, when the mood took 
him, Faustina AspriQa - who pro- 
vided the liveliest entertainment. 

You can go as far as to say that of 
the players available to the England 
coach, Glenn Hoddle, only Alan 
Shearer and Tony Adams are enti- 
tled to be confident of election for a 
property assembled Premier League 

representative XL Roy Keane would 
get in and, perhaps. Ryan Giggs, but 
being Irish and Welsh respectively. 


they do pot come into Hoddle’s con- 
sideration either. 

Take last week’s FA Cup final be- 
tween Chelsea and Middlesbrough: 
players from all sorts of places and 
not one full England international. 
No wonder that the Football Asso- 
ciation's first technical director, 
Howard Wilkinson, is pressing for 
a development structure because as 
thin gs stand there is unlikely to be 
much of an improvement. 

For example, according to a num- 
ber of managers in the Premier 
League there is not much point in 
casting closer to home: little com- 
ing through, transfer fees out of all 
proportion to ability, the flow of tal- 
ent from Scotland long since dried 
up. ‘'We don't look there anymore,” 
I was told last week. 


Another piece of information sug- 
gests a further influx of overseas play- 
ers. It is that all buL the most 
important performers in Italian foot- 
ball can now be purchased. “It was 
astonishing to near some of the 
names thatwsre mentioned, "said the 
Leeds manager, George Graham. 

The inherited problems of 
Thomas Brolin and Tony Yeboah did 
not deter Graham from making an 
extensive tour of European football 
last season. “Even when you allow 
for the foreigners who haven't done 
much here there is better value for 
money overseas," he said, “With the 
Bosnian thing hanging over them 
even the wealthiest clubs are look- 
ing to cash in on the money that is 
Sowing into the Premier League and 
it won't surprise me if more big 



KEN JONES 


names are here before the start of 
next season." 

It seems that Manchester United 
will enter foe transfer market in a big 
way following Eric Cantona’s unex- 
pected retirement Alex Ferguson’s 
keen eyes are not only on Juninho but 


■ j tv, Wilkinson’s report tlic roof could 
the Croat attacker, Alea Baksic, for ideas they put forward died on e pimh lrng in. 

whom he made a move last summer vine. . . Al a recent coaching conference 

before Juventus stepped in. ' Whatwehavetww.ItnmK.isai vy;nanson was told that there are 10 

You can go on and on like this. • sis of vested interest, a bundle of new. ^ered football fields m 

More imported players, fresh proof money but no dear -idea of now o . A c jj rtial j c necessity perhaps 

that Wilkinson's blueprint for foe spendit sensibly. “Salaries have pne nevertheless an impressive aid 

future was long overdue. Trouble is through foe roof but I don’t blame but nevermc. _ r 
that a tradition of fragmented gov- the players for getting all they can, 
eminent stands in the way of one manager said to me last week at 
progress. And having made their foe Fbotball of foe Year dinner, i 
own investments, how many dubs Name foe people who agree 
are prepared to address the prob- tracts. One of my players asked tor 
Jem on a national basis? Wilkinson's £750JKX) ayear to renew his contract. 
hlut»nrint deserves serious cemsid- I told him that he might as well ask 

for a milli on because tie’s not getting 
it And what about all these guys who 
are making a huge profit on their in- 
vestment in English football?” 

I don’t know where all this will 
lead but unless English football re- 
sponds to the dangers implied by 


blueprint deserves serious consid- 
eration but there have been blue- 
prints before that did not lead to 
anything. Following one of Eng- 
land’s many World Cup disap- 
pointments foe FA brought together 
a number of l umin aries, including 
Matt Busby and Joe Mercer, but foe 


but nevertheless 

to development. Teny Venables 
has been shown man^nousfadlmes 
in Australia. “The people who took 
me around assumed a” 10 ® 311 ® 1 !? 
that we have similar advantages. It 
would have been embarrassing!® 
put them right so I put on my best 
smile and nodded," he said. 

As for a team from the Premier 
League who could argue against 
Schmeichel, BJomebye, Adams. 
Leboeuf, Peirescu. Keane, Di Mat- 
teo. Juninho, Zola, Bergkamp and 
Shearer. Just two Englishmen. 


Bowlers to 
the rescue 
for Kent 


Cricket 


DAVID LLEWELLYN 
reports from Horsham 
Kent 245 
Sussex 102-4 


The remains of a giant oak tree 
tower over the scoreboard on 
the Barrack Field side of this 
picturesque ground. It died 
four years ago. but foe club was 
prohibited from taking it down 
because it was said to be har- 
bouring bats, which are pro- 
tected under law. 

Subsequent investigation es- 
tablished that no bats had ever 
existed there: and that is rather 
like Kent have been this season. 
Claims foal they have batsmen 
have proved illusory. They had 
compiled a paluy two batting 
bonus points before this game 
and their coach, John Wright, 
a distinguished Test batsman for 
New Zealand, must be a puz- 
zled man. 

On paper Kent have foe ma- 
chinery to pile up foe runs; in 
practice, they tend to dig them- 
selves into huge holes and wait 
for the bowlers to come along 
with the metaphorical rope lad- 
ders. And that is roughly what 
happened here yesterday. 

By the dose Sussex were 
looking a little bit sick them- 
selves after Ben Phillips had 
whipped out Toby Radford and 
Neil Lenham for very few and 
the leg-spinner Paul Strang, 
having tied down the Railway 
End, then winkled out Bill 
Afoey and Keith Greenfield. 
But, unlike Kent, Sussex have 
not quite rolled over. 

Nor have they treated foe first 
15 or so overs as if it were a Sun- 


Yorkshire 
made to 
struggle 

Round-up 

RICHARD WETHER ELL 


Somerset, who were in decent 
positions in their previous three 
Championship matches before 
the weather intervened, suf- 
fered a familiar fate at Taunton 
yesterday. They had Yorkshire 
on foe rack at 52 for 3. itself an 
improvement from 3 for 2, be- 
fore play was abandoned for the 
day at Z30pm. 

Kevin Shine, who had seen 
Michael Vaughan dropped off 
his first delivery of the match, 
removed Martyn Moxon for a 
duck two bails later. 

Vaughans reprieve proved 
momentary as in the next over 
he pushed forward to Andy 
Caddick and gave a routine 
catch to wicketkeeper Mike 
Burns. 

When he was on IS David 
Byas shouldered arms to a ball 
by Graham Rose which nipped 
back and clipped the stumps. 

What little play that took 
place at Cardiff was dominated 
by Hampshire's Matthew Hay- 
den. Before showers and bad 
light finally brought a close to 
a much-inicmipted day with his 
side on 94 for I. the Australian 
opener hit his first Champi- 
onship half-centuiy. 

After losing Giles White, 
caught at thiid slip by Steve 
James off Waqar Yourns. Hay- 
den and Kevnn James made 
steady progress. Hayden, 34 
not out at the close.’ kept his 
concentration despite several 
breaks in play and reached his 
half-eemuiy off 92 halls by dri- 
ving Darren Thomas through 
mid-off for his fourjh boundary. 


day League match. Kent had a 
couple of early shocks. Firstly • 
they lost one of their openers, 
David Fulton, who retired hurt 
and headed off to foe hospital 
for X-rays on bis left forearm 
after receiving a nasty blow 
from Paul Jams off foe second 
ball of foe day (he eventually re- 
turned, bruised, to make an un- 
beaten 35). 

Then Matthew Walker de- 
parted in foe ninth over, by 
which time he and Trevor Ward 
bad brought up the 50. 

Ward, in partnership with 
foe former Sussex captain Alan 
Wells (who must have dearly 
wanted to succeed), proceeded 
to Hay foe Sussex attack at ap- 
proximately six runs an over. 
Much good it did them. They 
still finished with only one bat- 
ting point, because, depleted as 
foe Sussex bawling ranks are, 
foe four who were used stuck to 
their task, bowling an ideal line 
and length. 

Vhsbert Drakes is still nurs- 
ing a side strain (one of three 
Sussex bowlera with a similar in- 
jury) and was only 80 per cent 
fit, but perhaps that was part of 
the secret of his control for a re- 
turn of three wickets. Jarvis, too, 
displayed a deal of quality and 
was rewarded with three 
wickets. 

But the pick of the day was 
Keith Newell, a deceptive medi- 
um pacer. It was he who ac- 
counted for Whrd, ending his 
S5-ball stay - during which he 
struck a dozen boundaries - by 
having him caught behind for 
67. That was foe prelude -for a 
career best 4 for 61 for the 
25-year-old as he then ac- 
counted for Wells, Paul Strang 
and Ben Phillips. 



Matthew Maynard, of Glamorgan, takes evasive action as Matthew Hayden goes on the attack for Hampshire yesterday Photograph: Peter Jay 


Lancashire are left becalmed 


DAVE HADRELD 


reports from Old Trafford 
Northamptonshire 281-4 
v Lancashire 


A potentially rewarding open- 
ing to Lancashire's County 
Championship season is offer- 
ing thinner pickings by foe day. 

A fixture list bringing them 
into contact with the only three 
teams to finish below them in 
last year’s Championship table 
held out foe illusory promise of 
a flying start. 

Rained off against Durham, 
soundly beaten by Notting- 
hamshire and now becalmed 
against Northamptonshire, 
Lancashire still cannot gel air- 
borne. 

• it could be argued that there 
were extenuating circumstances 


at Old Trafford yesterday. Eng- 
land’s cause deprived them of 
Michael Atherton, John Craw- 
ley and Graham Lloyd, while 
wisim Akram and their captain, 
Mike Watirinson. were both 
injured. 

The line-up had a threadbare 
look to it even before Warren 
Hegg joined the list of absen- 
tees. going off for treatment to 
a back spasm that had worried 
him all day and leaving the 
stand-in captain, Neil Fair- 
brother, to also deputise behind 
the stumps. 

It was not a day’s cricket from 
which many people would have 
regretted departing early. 
Against the depleted Lan- 
cashire attack, Northampton- 
shire ground their way steadily 
towards a big total, only lifting 
their run-rate when Kevin Cur- 
ran was at foe wicket. 


More typical of their pon- 
derous progress was Richard 
Montgomerie, who stuck 
around for almost three and a 
half hours for his 49 before be- 
coming foe second of two vic- 
tims for Gary Kcedy during 
Lancashire’s only hopeful pe- 
riod of a wearing day. 

Kcedy had not appeared in 
the first team in any competi- 
tion this season until yesterday, 
but he made up for his delayed 
reappearance from foe shadows 
in terms of quantity, if not al- 
ways of quality.. 

He had a long bowl and 
sometimes turned the ball 
sharply on a wicket that looked 
sufficiently encouraging for 
both sides to include two spin- 
ners. but also produced from his 
muted bag too many short- 
pitched deliveries which even a 
side in as little apparent hurry 


as Northamptonshire had to 
dispatch. 

Between his capture of Rob 
Bailey, caught at short mid-off, 
and the fal/of Montgomerie at 
slip. Curran announced his ar- 
rival by smiting Kecdy for six. 

Although often deprived of 
the strike by his partner. Tony 
Fcnbcrthy, Curran managed to 
keep the scoreboard moving at 
a more respectable pace, in- 
cluding hiaing one mighty six 
straight back past Peter Martin. 

Steve TUchard’s occasional 
medium pace saw off Fenberthy 
with one that came through 
even more gently than usual but 
Curran, who had survived a 
sharp caught and bowled 
chance to Martin on 21. re- 
mained undefeated on 91 when 
bad Ught ended a drab day. Lan- 
cashire are still wondering when 
the fan is due to start. 


Jones shores up Derbyshire 


MIKE CAREY 


reports from Trent Bridge 
Derbyshire 283-5 
v Nottinghamshire 


The pitches are green again at 
Trent Bridge this season. So, 
too. it may be argued, are 
many of Nottinghamshire’s 
cricketers but there is no 
shortage of heart and ambition 
as Derbyshire discovered dur- 
ing the day of hard graft yes- 
terday. 

In foe end, Derbyshire would 
have settled for making l be 
best part of 300, especially af- 
ter being put in, though' this 
owed much to Dean Jones, 
who dropped anchor, for some 
four hours and helped to .cam- 
ouflage events at the other end, 
where one batsman after an- 


other found a way of getting out 
after getting in. 

As is often the case, the 
pitch looked more threaten- 
ing than it played. The ball did 
not move much off the seam 
until, for some reason, in 
mid -afternoon: it was cer- 
tainly too cold for it to swing, 
though the occasional uneven 
bounce and a sluggish pace 
meant that patience and self- 
discipline were prime re- 
quirements. 

It was. loo, a Weak day to be 
in the field with an inexperi- 
enced attack but. perhaps en- 
couraged by the knowledge 
that Derbyshire’s batsmen 
were either out of form or less 
than fully fit, they did not slick 
to their task well for the most 
part. 

Late on in a demanding day 
their control of length and line 


was often variable and they 
will not want to concede so 
many runs from no balls and 
wides; but they would also have 
been cheered by foe efforts of 
their lS-ycar-old fast bowler 
ftiul Franks, who is dearly a 
genuine talent. 

Even on this pitch he hit the 
bat hard and compelled foe odd 
hurried stroke. He has clearly 
been well schooled in foe Bas- 
setlaw League, where Harold 
Larwood, Bill Voce and Les 
Jackson learned (be rudiments 
of their trade, though as vet his 
6ft 2in frame lacks the muscu- 
lar power of that formidable 
trio. 

He was unlucky to emerge 
wickctless. V&yne Noon, diving 
in front of firsl slip, which of 
course is his prerogative, 
dropped Chris Adams off him 
just after lunch. But the way he 


unsettled Adams probably had 
much to do with his dismissal 
soon afterwards. 

By then Derbyshire’s bats- 
men had embarked on a fa- 
miliar pattern of digging in 
and then self dcstructing. Only 
Adrian Rollins, meeting a ball 
from Graeme Archer that 
might have bounced more than 
most, could consider himself 
unfortunate. 

Jones himself probably needs 
lime in the middle and made 
sure he got it, even though he 
did not always locate the mid- 
dle of the bat early on and was 
also obliged to treat Franks with 
some respect. Vince Clarke 
leant him solid support in a 
stand worth 122 in 29 overs be- 
fore carving at a wide one, 
whereupon Jones was quick to 
accept the umpires' offer of the 
light. 


CRICKET SCOREBOARD 


Britannic Assurance Somerset vYbrKshlre 

Pnimhi MMimuANcldn 1MJNT0N: Yorkshire (Opts) are 52 for 3 n 
County Cnaoiptons mp their flret Innings against Somerset W- 

(first day at four. today 11.01 Hjrfsrtte m toss 

damnrfrnn v HanmsNra YORKSHIRE - First tailings 

S52!S?Ip an ..y M o Mown c Bowler 0 Shine O 

yyrcy? "‘* n P st y re ar e 94 for m P vaugwn c Bums b Caddick .... ...l 

1 m then fleet tarings against Glamor- *0 Byes 0 Pose 18 

ganW- 0 S Lehmann not oik 2d 

Glamorgan won krs a McGrath n« out 5 

HAMPSWRE - First Innings Extras fnb4j J 

G W White c James o Waqar 6 Total ifo» 3. 22 overs) 62 

M L Hayden not out 54 Falk 1-1. 2-3. 3-39. 

K D tomes not out .23 to bat; C White, tR J Biaisy. 6 M Hanw- 

Extras (03. Ib6. w2i 11 iw. P J Hartley. R B Stamp. A G Wharf. 

Total (for 1,37 overaj 94 Brndbiff Ca <x*ck JO-J-3M: Shtw S-l-iS- 

Faffi 1-20. 1: Rose 5-2-7-1: Ahmed 1-10-0. 

To tab *J P Stephenson. R A Smith. W SOMERSET: -P D Bowler. M H Latmreu, p 
S Kendall. tA N Awnes, S 0 Udai. J N B £ l HoHowwj P J Hamer SC Efccteacne. 
Bcm. S M Milbum, C A Connor. ™ 'J WgSlJi A „ P ? l S2 r ’ s ' Mush 

Bowfliqp Waqar 12-3-33-1; WaUen U- S2*52 ?i w »SS2?Si uilEEL 

1- 20-0; Thomas 6-0-19-0: Cosker 7-0- Umpires- J W Holder ana v A Holder. 

11-0; Dale 1-0-2-0. SUSSOX V Kent 

GLAMORGAN: S P James. H Moms, A HORSHAM: Sussex (riots) me M3 runs 
Date "MPMaynanj, PA Coney. GPButth- hettnd Kent (2) mtti six flrsWnrtrais 
er. TAD Shaw. Waqar 'founts. SD Thomas, ecs standing. 

S L Wattan, 0 A Cosher. Kent won rces 

Umpires: J H Hams and R Palmer. KENT - First innings 

Lancagwe vNorthants 

OLD TRAFFORD; Northamptonshire T R Ward c Moores o ft hewefl *7 

(2pU)are 281 for 4 ta their first mrtngs a P WeBs c Radtwd d h Nwveii JTO 

against Lancashire Cti- N J Ucng 0 Jarvis 9 

Northamptonshire won toss G R Cowdrey c Rotunson o Jarvis 2d 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE - Fret Innings M V Renting 8 jw 0 Drakes - 14 

R R Montgomerie c Gallon b Keedy ..49 *tS A Marsh c Moores b Drakes 1 

M B Low c Hegg b Mamn .31 M j MeCague c Jarvs b £ 

*R i Sariey c McKeown b Keedy 58 P A Strang c Lenham b K Newell 1 

K M Curran rot OUl B J Phillips c Robmson o K Newell 15 

A L Penbenny c Mnes b Titchard -32 Exftes «>1. (06. nrf. nb24i — J7 

art tA. m> 51 75 - 

Tb bat T C Walton. J N Snaps, tD Rip- ggssEX 1S ' 3 " 4 ‘ 6W - 
ley. J P Taylor. J E Emburey. 

Bowfte Chappie 13^-<WC-0: Mpnm is- J flSS b Siraria '“37 

25-0; Yates 24.5-4-52-0. Titchard cwjAiheyb Strang 17 

5-1-U-L X Newell not out t<4 

LANCASHIRE: N T Wood. J E R GaWan. a a Wan not out “2 O 

S P Titchard. *N H Fatforother, P C McK- Extras [b3, me, w8) .”"..'.'..17 

eown. tWK Hegg, ID Austin. GChapple. Total (for 4, 3S mere) jjQ2 

P J Martin. G Vbtes, G Keedy. Rad: 1-7. 2-3G. 3-77, 4-W). 

Umpires: K 6 Palmer and J F Steele. To hat: M Newel, V C Drakes. "tP Moves, 

NgttsvD^Wre 

TTOfT BRIDGE Darfay shae fo rts) art 2; Sbang 11-6-12-2. 

M3te5tathek first tanmss against Umpires: a A Jones and T E Jesty. 
Nottinghamshire (2). 

ivottfrghamartrre woo toss No play yesterday 

' Fir ^ 17 CHESTSUE^rREETDuffaTivWyreaERrsE. 

KJSamftt cNboRbBMBi 27 GLOUCESTER: Qouttstershire v Essex. 

A 5 Rollins C Noon b Archer 20 LDfXSTBt bacesierywe v tothamowmhtfe. 

C J Adams c Johnson b Bowen 39 EDGBASTON: WarwfcksJwe v Mieses. 

M E Cassar c Noon b 'kwi "Z~!.9 SECOND M OiAMPloriaqp IRrfl Oay of 

VPCbrf* c Noon b Evans 50 *^=*>ug»«ns ^ Nottrg- 

tK M Knkken not out 7 

SSETSfSK^UOMMM 1 2391AC Morris 551: Sunr^&e tor LSrfS 

SS^^'iffi^nSuK 0 ’ MTiESd Mk 

JHams.KJOean.DEMStaolm. Essex 17 tor 2. Pontarddutals: liert 240 far 

PAAJred. 2 « Key UOno. jHBatfxV 93) v Glamor- 

BowOng: Evans 235-4-61-1: Franks IB- gan. No play: Worcester. Wcrcertershue v 

2- 49-0; Bo»en 21-5-51-3: Dewnen 9-2- Ouram. UiMtlge: Mdd eso v leicesteSrta 

33-0: Archer 14-2-60-1: Afcaal 7-2-15-0. Stratfonfcupon-Awn: WatvwdiSwe v Larv 
NOrnNGHAMSHME: P R Pollard. R T Bristol: Gloun?serV*T v D^tiy^re. 

Robinson, A A Metcalfe. 'P Johnson. G F 

Archer. UA&aai, MPDowman.K P Evans. Today 

tW M Noon, M N Bowen, P J Franks. TEXACO TROPHY (One da* lt_m- u,ul 
U mpires: J D Bond and A G T WTsrehead. *“*■ 


Saeed 
smashes 
one-day 
record 


Saeed Anwar, the Pakistan 
opener, established a world 
record in one-day internation- 
al cricket yesterday, hitting 194 
to help his side score 327 for 5 
in 50 overs against India in the 
four-nation Independence Cup 
in Madras. 

The 28-year-old left-hander, 
playing in Pakistan’s last pre- 
liminary match of the tourna- 
ment, surpassed foe previous 
record of 189 established by Viv 
Richards of the West Indies 
against England in 1984. 

Saeed was in such devastat- 
ing form that he hit India’s leg 
spinner, .Anil Kumble, for 26 
runs in one over that included 
three successive sixes and one 
four. 

Rameez Raja, the Pakistan 
captain, decided to bat first af- 
ter winning the toss and the 
wicket offered no assistance to 
India's bowlers. 

Saeed batted for 206 minutes, 
most part of it with acute 
cramps which forced him to use 
Shahid Afridi as his runner just 
after he had completed his half 
centuty. 

Saeed struck 22 fours and five 
sixes in reaching 194. His wick- 
et finally fell as he appeared to 
be beading toward a double cen- 
tury. A mistimed pull off Sachin 
Tendulkar was caught at fine leg 
by Saurav Ganguly. A partisan 
Indian crowd of 504)00 gave him 
a standing ovation. 

He shared three good part- 
nerships, 89 runs for foe second 
wicket with Rameez (22). 126 
for the third wicket with Ijaz 
Ahmed (39) and 84 runs for foe 
fourth wicket with Inzamam-ul- 
Haq (39 not out). 

The winner of India-Pak- 
istan match will play against the 
world champions, Sri Lank3, in 
the best-of-three final. The 
four-nation tournament has 
been organised by India as part 
of 50th anniversary of its inde- 
pendence. New Zealand lost to 
Sri Lanka in the first semi-final 
which was played on Tuesday. 

Viv Richard's previous best 
innings of 189, at Old Trafford 
in 1984, came off 170 balls, with 
24 fours and five sixes, one of 
which was hit out of foe ground. 

TOP 10 INNINGS 
IN ONE-DAY 
INTERNATIONALS 


194. 


^aond Anwar 


Pakistan i/tacfia. Madras 1997 

189- J VA Richards 

West Inches v England. Old Trafford 1984 

aS8» G Kirsten 

S Africa v UAE, Rawalpindi 1995-6 

ITS* — — Kapil Dev 

India v Zimbabwe, Tun bridge Wells 1983 

371* G M Turner 

New Zealand v Hast Afnca. Edg&aston 1975 

169* O J Cadaghan 

S Africa v NZ. Verwoefobug 1994-5 
169 £ C Lara 


West Indies v Sri Lanka. Shariah 1S95-6 

167* ; R A Smith 

England v Australia, Edgoasion 19S3 
161 A c Hudson 


S Africa v Netherlands. Rawalpindi 1995 ^ 
158 — D I Gower 


England v New Zealand. Busbar* 1992-3, 
fdenotes not out) 



Saeed Anwar: Stand of- 194 
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Camelot wins out 
in Lupe lottery 


Racing 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 

repots from Goodwood 



while feather lo come under the 
stable door, “if Richard ever 
saw a fence in front of him I 
.think he’d die," the trainer 
said. 

Hanbuiy, Savfle Row’s great- 
a 5 an Oaks trial that ytSerdav? e ? pe P s have his 

SK3SSAS2&S 

covered from having a hole 
drilled in his snout to alleviate 
a sinus problem. The coft will 


It was an apposite commentary 

on the status of the Lupe Stakes 


Saeed 
^ash^ 
one-day 
re cord 




was not only not among the Ep- 
soin entries but running in the 
race merely to get a handicap 
mark. Oh, and Maid Of 
- Camelot was also her stable’s 
second string. 

The greatest glory that Roger 
Charlton’s filly had achieved be- 
fore yesterday was victory in the 
racing cauldron that is Bath, the 
sort ofXonn which allowed her 
- be sent off at 10-1. If there 
is little interest in Maid Of 
Camelot’s movement before 
competition there was unusual 
attention directed towards an- 
other contestant 

Meshhed has earned her 
place in posterity by kicking 
■Willie Carson into retirement 
and the ghouls collected yes- 
terday to see if Richard Hills 
could get on her back before he 
ended up on his. 

Il was decided that Meshhed 
should be mounted inside her 
box and when her trainer, Ben 
Hanbuiy, held the door open 
for Hills, the. jockey’s counte- 
nance suggested he was being 
helped over the threshold into 
Hades. Haobury was rather 
amused by his confederate’s 
reticence and half expected a 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Statoyork . 
(Goodwood 3LU0) 

NB: King Alex 
(Goodwood 2.40) 

receive plenty of vocal support 
from the press room at Epsom, 
which is not entirely uncon- 
nected to H anbury's promise to 
send up a crate of champagne 
to the scribblers if . he is suc- 
cessful. Certainly, he has more 
chances of winning Group races 
with Fahris that Meshhed. 

Meshhed was swiftly out of 
the stalls yesterday, but imme- 
diately restrained as a pace 
that would have been embar- 
rassingly slow for pallbearers de- 
veloped. Maid Of Camelot was 
at the forefront of the crawl, 
leading into the straight before 
surrendering her lead, which is 
normally the precursor for a 
gradual fade. Priena swept by 
and Meshhed looked danger- 
ous, but then she is. However, 
it was Maid Of Camelot who ex- 


Stray success as 
fence claims four 





^hva sort of sickening spectacle 
that gives animal-rights activists 
powerful ammunition with 
which to attack the exploitation 
of horses by the racing indus- 
try occurred when four horses 
came down at the penultimate 
fence in the novice chase at 
Worcester yesterday, writes 
John Cobb. 

The immediate consequences 
were the first, and almost cer- 
tainly the most improbable, 
winner of Jack Smith’s training 
career when Stray Harmony 
gained victory at 66-1, and a 
four-day suspension for the 
jockey Robert Bellamy for im- 
proper riding. 

Stray Harmony, who was 
also achieving her first success 
at the age of seven, was a dis- 
tant fourth when Who Is 
Equin ame came to the fence in 
front in the two-mile, seven-fur- 
long contest. 

Who Is Equiname breasted 
the fence and fell, and was 
^swiftly joined on the floor by 
r Carej^viUe, who came down in- 
dependently. At this stage die 
race looked at the mercy of the 
David Nicholson-trained 
Dream Ride, who jumped the 
fence only to be brought down 
by the writhing body of Who Is 
Equiname. 


Making the most of her good 
fortune. Stray Harmony safely 
negotiated the final two obsta- 
cles to finish alone. 

Bellamy, who had pulled up 
KeDytino at the fourth fence 
from home, decided to rejoin 
the battle, his eyes fixed on the 
£934 up for grabs for second 
place. But the exhausted grey 
staggered over the third last, at- 
tempted to refuse at the second 
last and ended up marooned on 
top of the fence. 

The jockey was found guilty 
by stewards of improper riding 
and banned on 30 and 31 May 
and 5 and 6 June. 

■ Martin Pipe secured his 
200th winner of the season 
when Nordic Breeze cruised 
home at odds-on at Newton 
Abbot last night 

■ Mark Birch, one of the 
leading jockeys in the North for 
nearly 30 years, has retired 
from the saddle. He has hung 
up his boots, aged 48, having 
ridden around 1,500 winners 
worldwide, most of them for 
the Mahon trainer Peter East- 
erly. They included a Gun- 
crack Stakes on Sonnen Gold 
and several notable handicap 
victories, the pick of them be- 
ing successive Chester Cups on 
the great Sea Pigeon. 
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GOODWOOD 

2Jj0t J, ST RADBCUND (M HU8l 3- 1 law. 
2. BfcKWMB 20-1; 3. Doyefe 8-1. IB «. 
2/>. V*. (G Wragg, Newram). Tote: £4£0; 
£2.00. £4.70. £230. D ft £65.40. CSF: 
£86.62. tna £114.60. NR: Regal Academy. 

SL40-. 1_ OGGI [H Cochrane l ll-l: 2. Sir 
jooy 6-1; 3L Sea-Deer 5-1 tar. 4. Mtontag 
Time 33- 1_ IS rae. IV., M*W. IP MflWn. 
Of&xxinw Marsey). Tote: £1060; £2-20. 
ILBO. £160, fS.10. DF: £31.60. CSF: 
£6461 Tricast £361.46 Tna £2660 NR: 
fix The Praeere. 

330:1. MAO OF CMMB0r(T Spate) 10- 

1: 2. Pricne 7 -1; 3. Keybooge 3-L 7 ra n . 
9-4 tav Meshhed (4th). hd. (HOBtiian. 
8etitf w npton}.TotBi £1060; £330. £360. 
Of: £3260. CSF: £6561. Nft Shouh. _ 

3.40: a. jmiSH (R taw u-a; 2 . Ba- 


£360, £260, fU.0. OP. £4.50. CSP 
■EftO*. 

460:1. SEA’S SUB* 0 Weaver) 10-11 
tow. 1 . Brawn U te A g p me rie 10 - 1 : a. I 


Tun. 8 - 1 . S ran. 6, & (A BaHey. Tarportw. 
Tote: £160; £160. £3U20. DP £4.10. CSF: 
£960. 

565:1. BMNDtMWLLE (Daan McHetwfl 
25-1; 2. Sup-ride 14-1: 3. Ttobi Btoes 
14-1; 4. Toraon 25-1. 18 ran. 6-1 Jt-fate 
Sagebrush RoOer. Zetotto. 2 '/>. ■/- (N Tinkler, 
Maflnrvj. TWee £7160; £37.20. £360, 
£6.10, £660. DR £32460. CSP £32669. 
Tncasc £4,738.42. T«x £497.40. 
Pfcmeoot £80960. OeodOot £32260. 
Place Sc £10868. Place 6: £5037. 




* *' 



east £683.63. Tna £258.60. 

4J0s a. HURTLEBHWV <L Denorf) 7-1; 

9 2. Orange Place 6-1 jj-fev; 3. Khrfaai 1 6-1 
ir-fav: 4. Jmfidal Supremacy 7-f »» 
V*. Vc Hurttfoston. Wert ■jStWE 
£560:. £160, £1.60, £6-00^^20. 

£1 050. CSR £44.24. Tncaffi £2626 4. Trio : 
£2860. ffffc Thaffihmascet. After a seswaras 

tar, 2. Aipegtfo 2-1; 3. Mtaa iNtaato Vg- 

■ a&utssRiBteaM 

£2.46. Tna £2.50. N ft Soto Spmt 
Jackpot: Not won. Pot* *£4.85169 car- 
ded torawd to GoaJeood today. 

Pteoepofc £895^0. Q aad g°^A 7 °^ ) - 
Place & £750.10. & £264 - 33 - 

AYft 

iSO: 1. HEAVEW.Y ABSTOfieyF Egrt 

u-z 2. one Stager 7-4pfce** *2*’ 

SSSSt-tS-dS^SSSSi 

D mSbS! Sm (S MMXW 
Goietatd 3-ljt-fW 1 

9 ran. 'h. 3 %. (N ftcnA 

£5.10: £120, £1.70. £160- DR “1-20. 

KP Tricast 

• 3»3&l.a0OD0AV(DeenMfltoa«rti5« 

2-Waml A Dream 11-2: 3. MtariM-4 

i*. 6-4 fev Jtasan ^mphoiy (40^^, ««■ 

CTBoam-Mdawaml- to*k u^C- DR 

£8.60. CSR £9.12. ___ 

4.00: 3. GOLD DESIRE jfi » *■? 
11-4; 2. gtanM 2-1 »■ OWSSf 

. .8 nt 9. 3 . {M attain. Newng>™}- t 0 * 6 - 


WORCESTER 

2^0: 1. MELTTHE CIOUOS (A P McCoy) 
11^ lav; 2. Bteanet 156; 3. SMWta Cte* 
16-1. 5 ran. m ft (M Pipe). Tote: £140; 
£120; £1.10. OF: £1.10. CSR £3.64. NR: 
Spencer SoBone. 

260: 1. KELIO ME MAN L UeaeV) 

4-U 2- LK>banTs Mlt 9-1; 3. Prtme Of 
ure 9-1. 30 ran. 7-2 fev VDdngpneam. %. 
16. (B UeweHyn). Tote: £440; £1.60. 
£320, £46ft bR £136ft CS^ £394ft Tfl- 
' case £291.19. Trie; £4820. NRs Genareux. 
Mofite Severs, SiousToSpaek. 

320: 3. DESIM ITESTRUVAL {R Jahnaar« 
8-13 tar, 2. Khaldl 6-4; a. Uttle-NIpper 
20-1. A ran. U. 2a ID ftahoisonl. Itote: 
£L4ft OF: £1.10. CSF: £161. 

360: 3L SHW WITH ME 0 ©stone) 66 
tav: 2. CTnralr Pal S-l; 3. Uafly Sport OW 
7-2. 6 ran. 6. 3Y* (C Eganonj- Tote 
£160: £1.10. DP £260. CSF: 

£6.60. Nlta: Above The Cut Fraser Carey. 

420: L STRAY HARMONT {T J MUfphU 
66-1. 8 an (one flntamQ. (RSmltti). Tote: 
£88110; £20,30. DR £1&40. CSF: £6097. 
Nft Wteteote left CSF dedared vrth m cj^ 
er florae. Trio: turner wfth any other £5.40. 

465: 3. UEWBSOON MANOR (1 03- 
bm* 94; 2. Vtaege «q 8-11 fav;8. 
Kerqre Oats 20-1. 13 ran. 1.5. (PVteb- 
ber]. Tote: £10.60: £160, £160, £&». 
DP £760. CSF: £1461. Tna £140.60. 1«t 

Bramshpw Wood. _ ■ . 

528: 3. AMTSUEPHI (G &BC9J 

SSSSRSSSBgsa 

Tote: EA20; £L40. £1.70, £22ft Of: 
£26. 7ft CSF: £2166- Trio: £36.70. ■ 

PtocapoC £8.04140 - part won.. Pool oi 
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NEWTON ABBOT 

840: 1. JENZSOPM (G TouneyJ 9-4; 2. 

run iTiinninr^ i8-4 

fev. 4 Nk, (fist (P Hobbs). Tote: £32ft 
DF: £3,0O-CSP £723- 

ftW: L BWZZDTHECRDWWCAto- 
144,2. fl^To Win SWiiWn 
Qemtal Star 25-1 U ran. 1-3 tav ffiralbo 
Touchy- Dtet 'll. IMta A HentoD. Tote 
£L60. £SM,fSJ30. DP £l0ft3a 

CSF: £465.63. Tita £225.50. 

7 JO: 1. NORDIC BREEZE (A P McCoy? 

£262. 

inTGKETER . 
ejsLSWfSowaNSUCuiowa-i: 

2. Bwrinleiilnefi-liftTtakMr^-etaitB 

ran. 3Vr, 7. (Mss H M^). £7jg 
ALSO, £C30. * £24 flC - 

I'wiSc^F com (R Sfffcto-1: 

9 MrChHatie 2-1 tar. 3. Qufte A MM 

S&SSMKftSffS 

£2563. Tncasc £6723- 


hibited the superior stamina to 

regain the lead from Prieoa, 
who just held off the winner’s 
stablemate Keyboogie for sec- 
ond. 

“Maid Of Camelot is very idle 
at home and doesn’t do a lot." 
Roger Charlton, the winning 
trainer, reported. "Keyboogie 
would be 10 lengths in front of 
her. She is not in the Oaks but 
something like the Ribblesdale 
[Slakes] should be a natural race 
for her." 

This was a great victoiy for 
the unsung as the winner's part- 
ner was Tim Sprake. the 29- 
y ear-old jockey who remains 
about as fashionable as bootlace 
ties among the owning frater- 
nity. This is not to say that 
Sprake cannot ride - a point 
which is not lost on Charlton. 
“Tim rides sensibly and well and 
he certainly doesn't let the side 
down iq big races," the trainer 
said 

More pertinent Classic in- 
formation yesterday concerned 
the Irish 2,000 Guineas and the 
Derby. Peter Chapple-Hyam 
will now be doubly represent- 
ed at the Curragh on Sunday (as 
will Robert Songster) following 
the decision to add Romanov's 
name to the field. Ladbrokes 
make him an S-l chance and 
have his more celebrated sta- 
blemate Revoque as their 4-5 
favourite. 

Kieren Fallon, who misses to- 
day after damaging a ligament 
in his arm here, was yesterday 



Field day: St Radegund sets a -notable bench mark when winning Goodwood’s maiden race for fillies yesterday 


confirmed as the Derby partner 
of Symonds Inn, whose task is 
to become the first Derby win- 
ner from the North since 1945 
and Dante on 7 June. 

Jimmy FitzGerald’s colt 


worked briskly on Tuesday in 
typical snob-like manner, with 
his nose in the air. "That's just 
his confirmation," FitzGerald 
said. “People think that just be- 
cause he carries his head high 


be might not be 100 per cent 
genuine, but they should look 
at the horse's confirmation be- 
fore they draw their conclusions. 

“Symonds Inn walks around 
with his head in the air almost 


as if he is proud of himself. He 
even stands in his box with his 
head up," Ladbrokes' odds are 
25-1 that Symonds Inn will be 
looking down on his Derby ri- 
vals two weeks on Saturday. 


Photograph: Robert Hailam 


THE OAKS (Epsom. 6 June): Carat awns 
Rooms 0( Vflree. 8-1 Yttshnak. tO-lSiyadan. 
14-1 Ctomi Of A Etadiyta; Ladbrokes: 
evens Reams diverse, 5-1 Yksftnak. 10-1 
Soadati. 12-1 Ebadfyls, 14-1 Crown Of 
UB«. 16- 1 Snawbeny Roan: WStem Ml: 4-5 
Reams Of Vtose, 10-1 Snodah. 14-1 Crown 
Of Uf?it, 10-1 Strawberry Roan, 20-1 Ebaffly- 
(a & Utoalne Venture. 


GOODWOOD 




2JD Liquid GoM 
240 Prince Of Andros 
3JO My Best Valentine 


HYPERION 

340 Valedtetory 
4 JjO MISS RIVIERA (nap) 
445 Stolen Kiss 


GOING: Good to SofL 
STALLS: Straight roorae - rfands j4dc; nrand iwunte - btddf (except ImriT- uuuddel. 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: High he* Tor Of, 7flo 10f. 

■ RWu-hsraJ course wUh sharp herds and gradfcras. 

■ Racecnortf Is ronh of Chlchcaw tMwrwi A2M1 arai A28S. QuchcAex suuon 

(London Victoria) hi 16 miles aw»y. ADMISSION: Richmond Enclosure SIC. Gordon 
Enclosure SJOioreMiSnS.'i), Public bdamre Hi (over GbJLTj. CAS PARK: £2; bee 
parting araJhbJc. 

■ LEADING TBAINE8S WITHKUNNEK& B Etmao — M sbincrs from KKf runners 

gives a success ratio o( (OJiW and a low u> a SI k«d itakc aCSTlAI; H Scomc — 21 
winners, 82 runnas, ^66%. J Danlop — IS winners lfH ranners. 11.4%, - 

S8262; H Cedi — IS w famcca. 70 runner*. 4MW. 4 12.1 1. 

I LEADING 40CXETS: T Qofaui — 4< wtnncw, 2B8 rtries, 17.1W, -dlli.lB; Vu. Bd- 
dcry — 35 winners, 187 ride*. 18.7%, -&J48: J EeU — J2 winnere, 210 rides, 146%. 
-&24 117; L Dendrt — gO winnars, lOilridcn, 1 76%. -42164 
BUNKEXED FB8T TIME: None. 

WINNKK8 IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: gone. 

LONG-DISTANCE KUNNEBS: AftcnTbo Bear 13.10) has been sent 274 nfie. by i Berry 
Iron rodreriam, LaaraaMre; 9nleB Has 14. 10) aon ^56 mSw by M W Easurtv bon Sher- 
ifTHaion, North YurlsWre. Ungdon (3.10) ml by II BriUabi from WhntiQL North 
TMtehlR. 


FORM GUIDE 

This is iltra-compeiiira wnti pramtetog ycunffiere such as GERMANO and Kb« Alox tak- 
mg on some tetoe -hardened msb. Germano and King Alex have hath land Dr Messml too 
good, and preference is far GeoK Vwagg's colt, who is paduaBy get hs act together after 
sTOMrig juwnHe promrae. Germano fbHonM te Magioto Stakes second with a very easy 
win from Forest 8«k at Newmari«L The «8 be a tot tougier. ** fare sal to see the bes 
of him. King Als mbs a Dety fanqr last year after he second lo Dr Mason at YorK but had 
to miss (tie race ttuougi lameness. He had a very easy task at Bath on fas reappearance, 
but he erased home and tabs bound to hold Ns own In ttre hotter compary- Captain Ho- 
rebus beat Mtyara n tits race last year and m* is more hs jyound after frtshlng about 
three lengths behmd Oermsoo at Ksmpcon. Tits fou^i sums a big threat today. John Dito- 
tap ate runs Meddle MEtalre. who came good last bachand at Yamnutfi and Doncast- 
er after an rifury. Prin ce Of Andros Is 118) better off wih Germano lor the eight ^ -length 
beating at Nwmartiet- Ha wtt rmpraw tarthat nm. Proper Btae imptwea a bunde test 
backend and may bate found 12 Turion& too for at Newbury last ante. He me only two 
lengths pehnd Germano m the Dr Mawnl race at Kempnn. and he wd me this ground. 
Arank AJaab has sbl to wn away Mm henfocap company, but ms toote Ms trip iMiadays 
after two gaoa runs tfsstemi mo snorter. Lo n a j yUodar Is trying anew tnp after line runs 
m two hot handicaps over a mie. tata f to GERMANO 


-Bdactead- 

BETTMfi: M VaWdctay. 4-1 (hnoaden, 9-2 Prince IQsafcy, 11-2 MrWRtl. 8-1 Hy teamed Irtrad, 
10-1 Sfo Jig, J6-1 Noli Eraren, 20-1 otters 
199ft Ttasn 4 100L OEtffin 7-2 tav U Durtap) <kam (81 9 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

MR wild, getting 158). must have a (pod chance of beating VatoMctory. A marten with 
Ben Hanouty, Mr wad was lit from hunting wft« ^m«y beating Adarrac MW at Kemptnn 
17daysa0i. Reg Aktisra now prtshmm a sponger' race off the 81b foxier merit, but Mr 
WUd count be up to the ash. V at eMcteiy haa lOst to shoulder after a hatf-foiffit w4n from 
Nabhaan at Nawmarket. He dnfiad left inter pressure and has a changed nder m the heau- 
ter Ricnaid Hugves. VaisdKttxy was promising before Ns injury fact term and could weft be 
capable of farther improvement. My teamed Wend has ftoppefl dpwn the ratings and was 
a pfeasmg stxth to Vatedtotory at headquarters. But there is b doubt whether he has reiaired 
the abN'ty to riose the gBp unh the 58) pul. Humourless has been waning tor this better 
£oijnd alter bang Jarred up on the Arm at York a year ago when a fine second to Dombay. 
Prince Kinky may and thM tmjgftor after beating UiBtnt Swrft at Epsom, while S&p Jig 
mates kmnad appeal deeprta ahm*« up «mI behind The ButtwMck Kid at Chesier. 

StawtforaMRWIU) 


3-10 


KJDSONS IMPEY TROPHY HAMNCAP (CLASS C) £12fi00 
added 7F Penalty Value £9^552 

50-440 HrBE5T1WBfnE(£g(DHtheVateanesf JWic7100 WJirCaasartf 

3L122- DANCOB 8M&EC2B3) (Bf)(Ihe(XcenH Bateg49 ID £ Dettori 3 

253-31 AUarrneBEAR M W (Chns Dams J Berry 49 9 Kttefoy 2 


4.10 


OTiftl A &J BULL MAIDEN SAKES (CLASS D) £5000 added 3YD 
lm If Penalty VSaliie £3,753 


00 BB8MD1HESCBE5(U$ [RM CyzBriC Qttr 90- 


CHMDIBn H*l Or Peter C3®tod U Haatovas B 0. 

HMAVMXEM GGeofey Seyrrau) M Satan 9 0 

UQUD 60U> (N S for^ W (TGcrman 9 Ol 


1MZ1A3 DOtBLE (WrtBfctis Farn Ufl R Row 8 9„ 
0 GOOD REPUIXRCM (33) (RESangUcri BHMS9. 


— I Deflo ri 1 

ACtefe4 

J5Smdn» 
• OS3onmM3 
_Aftocte2 


1 

2 

3 

4 Qfl-0 SUfD4B«Rtl9)(n(3«MiMdmrTneGMStous499_.J IMdT 

5 1-2140 CM BOU BOM (771 (D) PrTJcef BroD U Bel 590 (Mosrfl8V 

a 

7 

8 

9 -8SQ16 • SHARP If SMART 0OJtDJ(KH Bute} B Snot 5 0 8 ADt4y(^5 

10 B141-G M0VEMIH8)B(13|(D)IWEdeACDRatneahs))WGMTmr588 TSpnteM 

U 120311 6*W£CU)UBV*W)A0nfey6S5 DWrigtU 

12 00004 SOOD(OIKm(MmtSeynasCte»BMte4a4 ; DWM9 

13 65003 WfR0Sir(12)(I8C1QVa««1»lBvB583 SSasdcn 11 

14 DOOM NO EXHUS (30) (CHK H$Oif G L Moore 7 S 3 


00120 M8BtaMEZE{ll)(CD)(BRlNanyAre*nMMQsnU)790 RtfoRNslOV 

42-086 STOWES BROW (B) ICDj (C J PemriO G L Moore 5 9 0 — 6¥ 

35000 WKDfWMB2l)(DHSriBtoHWaG9nnan58U Bare (TGanaanlJB 

-fiSOlB SHAfiPTfSteWT (30J(DJ(KH Bute} B SratS 0 ft- 


RU INART CHAMPAGNE CONQUEROR STAKES (CLASS A) 
£16^00 added Ijti Penalty Value £31^54 

0254-1 BNAUM(2QManSpr^i!UUd)LCuraril4 93 i L DettoriB 

1008-1 umGugRE{U)(Q<B)CtfiamRiaa49a (SpnM2 

3332-6 MBSMEMp6)ULCPane)GlMBft4 90 8W»4 


4448-2 ISNNSn(2tqflHSareriftDHVJDlrtlp4 90 

0-1561 SUFBKA (12) (IteCSKtorni Rang Sooety) D Bworfij 35 
18406 mMC«HIER(U5N(5G(CITfteinBUd)JftoBnwa382 
16304 GREIH. fS] tSheSh Mhammedi U Store 382 
51 J4fH(2O}IHanitfoiNliMaiMn1BHaNMy302 


JU1 
-T forteS 




0- ■MMOtaW (USA) (212) (MotorwlSihaflR Hannon 8 9 l 
ROCK f DANCE (HQ (L Fis] A tea 8 9. 


Jg «*6. 


00 SAKH5RNES{17)(RardACattt)pl|)NQ3fBm89- 
-9 1 


_Dsoetn**7 
JKJOXMorS 
1 RafelS 


BEtnNG: 5-2 Good Iteautetc*.B^9etedTte Scenes, llf2tteidGc4d,B-llte*imrBfi 8-1 Smfly- 
(tones, 10-1 Oamter'i HJ, 1Z1 Dads* Ootefe. Rocky tad, 25-1 Htetm 
199ft Noth song 3 9 0 1 Dem» 136 for LI Goatel item (4) 7 an 
HORN GUIDE 

There is wtualy no torn) on show here so SANDKSiONES can be only a tentatfve chotoa. 
The atacie had a winner a Newbury on Saturaay and Sandstones, who shovred a tfmroer 
of afaVty on her ordyJuwnUe sta^ tte be stra^mr for her Kempnn poring behtid fret fovome 
ZafltzlTie. Ftardda Detton end Charles Cyar team up affin after their tinner at Bath on Mon- 
day and H s Wnri The Scenes has a for faded to tw up to hte petfigee. the colt bemg a 
son of Kris out of Free Guest Tededofl In the Wood DKton Slates and also at Chester, he 
m®« just.oo Peter torfoy. Good tteputetSni is reteed ® aoma deceni wmnera and she 
can ariy do better after sfwwfnguaqr into at Newbury, a remarft which also apptos to Achard 
Hannon’s M m h to ra b after a backend run at Chepstow. Rocky Pane* was a totatehdt— t 
from a race at Sandmm lest month, wfdfe Uqidd GoM should handle me sound befog a 
son of Fairy King. Selection: SAN0V5TONES 


kZU 


ROYAL SUSSEX REGOMENT FESTIVAL STAKES (CLASS A) 
£20000 adttod lm 2f Penalty V8fc» £14^20 


51434 GVBUNH0MI«»(5a<CQ)(DRHu— aUJ0Ufep891 

02013- MBMUEIW0URE(l9G nUanes Hannett) JOuikp 5 91 

*-2 

1403-4 HtNCEOFAMMOS (UM)fl9 [D| (DrSmDuglHg)CWta793— 
511-36 PROmflUIE (USA) (3$) (1ft CM J tagftf T Mta 4 9 1 

1 IMtl 4 

TfoftwZ 

01043 AMNUUED(3fomiAMentoBHartuy5«12 

MRSnnerlO 



13-1 MHIIBpq'njlllte RnretanisiP 




44103 «MH—|Bi«r.viinronitoi'fA7 

__DHBten<« 


-10 


BETWNft 3-1 Alig Ate; S3 MiriMta Water, 8-1 fierroreo, tM Crater ffartite. 7-1 Prtee Of 
Aadrea, 9-1 laeoiy Urate. 1ML Preptf Bte. 1L1 Am* Nate, BeBQoMVU-ir 
199ft Captte Hsaoue 7 9 1 T (Jilnn 4-1 0 Durtcfl dew (4) 6 ran 


15 -31131 StCYO«DO»l(20}m(M»*raD«artVwi681 

16 02041 KSSriHEFORCE(BHttsBadBaHc^niCQrer781(70) 

-UdKtott- 

BEIIMft 92 Garm 7-lSandeber, 152 Knotetenaara. 8-l«bartlte Brer, S-l Stride* Brow. 
10-1 Rated iba Force, Statuyort. llrl Cte Rani Ram. 12-1 DaachglteeL 14-1 te Busty. % 
Bast vatedtie, lfl-l (bay teptora. 2D-1 Step X ftaart, S-l ottere 
1996: Orange Race 5 8 11 T Oum 12-1 (f J «awi 13) 11 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

STDPPES KOW tel&te the gourd hewng beaten Bajan Rose m the soft ac Newbury (60 
' a year ago. Sloppes Brow is a wlrrar <wer this course and rftaance and nvnMmera ■ Ike- 
)y an his recent a8wreemer form. He was apprenttce-noden wfoi a welter button when strih 
to Reoist The ffoaea at Lfo^ieti, and he meets this real on 1S8> better terms- ARrert The 
Boar looks a threat even though he has a low itew to overcome. Jadi Berry las Ns team 
In top form and Afoen The Bear showed his ®tt when ptoutffog through heavy sound at 
Chaster a beat t ten h W a iw e aie by Urea lengths with My Beat Va te rtta e taHed oft A8>ert 
The Boarrretfsjustba good enoutfito be« Krobbleeneere a^oon68)i«isatom&.ihoutf) 
Mch Charmon's chav is back orcr hk best tnp mih (bcharo Hu^ies takfog over bom me 
damer after an unplaced nm over a mile at Bath. Thar Bam race was won by Gaftga, who 
Is on the top of hB form and a getting who (Dees ths ®w«t. Gadge has gtxw up an extra 
50), but he should after be in die thick of ttinp from a good draw. Santa bar s the dark 
horea m the race after a return to action at Newmartet (61)19 days aga. His war at Fblte- 
stone ayeera 0 ) was ovwtod^fs tra> and mprovemars ftxAsaBsued- Steteywic has dropped 
sharply down the ratfoff and has a templing took after hfs Lrrgleti tourh to Bfubason. bi* 
ft is best to hold foe on the an-weether performer Cte Bom Bon. Grey Nugriom has been 
In pest farm, hut he has something to prove off the much tugm rating and he has stall 
one ip overcome. Dancing tenge Is without a recent run, but he processed last season 
and ts we* enouffi handtoapped wtm ABxsrt The Bear on las second to Qaen Barnes an mb 
couree. Satacflon: STOPPES BRCMf 

ZAO 

1 3154-1 

2 6402- 

3 04000 

4 WBO- 

5 . XHOCV 

6 446-1 

7 3604-1 

8 06006 

9 2-1204 


14- OUT WEST (USA} (2S3) (B^ CBuriram OakHOUr^ HCEd 382 
__ ^ _ 

BrtWftiaMOBWtotete. M Out WwL 51 Hts UManv 1 « Snpernd. ftlTsamtea. 7-1 Grr 
tat, U-l Jte, 12-1 UnciteB, 14-1 Btane Wotrr 
199ft no anEsptmdlng ore 

PORMGUDE 

SUPERCAL came tare on the scene to cut dewm Bated Alaska end Uxtengpl at UngfteM 
(70 12 d^5 agl, and toole sura os appredate (odfofa exba furiong. Supernal wG isneountar 
tinder guard here ant nar fifth id Dance Parade m the Fred Daring at Newbury was aiso 
a promising effort. Ba j id a fta has me 3ib penalty for her bsted race wn from Taanteta at 
Newmartet three weeks ago. Sne wtl Ure mis gotaid more, as ml Tsarmsta to offoet her 
lack of finishing pace. Aftsartvtere was consistent enougr last season, but fust lacked the 
necessaiy foot fo a finish. Whether she comes on tor her lacaner run behfod Ward King 
\teere she puOed too tiara, remans to be seen. Grate needs id do a M bettor than at New- 
bury (well beaten last of four to YashrrwAO, thouffi her Jovento form was Wp-nouJr tiuit. 
Out West was artist the cods at Doncaster after her dabut urn at Berertay . She wants 
this mile after that fcwih to Benny The Dip. wide -Wh has more on her ofeto Mura nar- 
rowr rnawen win at taunariiet. UM CWre won in gear style at Ungiald a fortrtgit ags. but 
this tocks a sterner test. S a toct te c SUPERCAL 




RACMO CHANNEL APPRBITICE HANDKSAP (CLASS ^ ESpOO 
added 5F Penalty Value £3/485 

08652 WmiOWDAlEpai £B) BF) pacftariticSsoi EtoodSBcN D tart 4 9 13 


J>Pltepby7 


12236- AR0d1BGftiaMIOfnH(U^(Pf^CW*teMC<ncdEtfEMwete5 913, 

AD»*r IB 

80030 SnxainS&f5|(n<DPTcNBSdaik>MWEaas0y599 jGFtetaor3B 

4AJ80 SNARPSIDCK(zq(MsMFMnnlRHoftte499 GapHaWcMIA 

06084 VUAGE NUNE [HQ (42) (A J Ifchadg K CUrfofjBntAwi 4 9 6 TFMIB8 

._mftet00|fo2 
OM|gan50 


BOOKER FOODSBMCE HANDICAP (CLASS Q £3QD00 added 
lm 4f Penalty Value £1^10 

VALBOCIDRY 0 s ) 51? lad Nxeri De Wbtifri H CBd 4 10 0 RIWre(9 

HDMOUBIESS p73| ^ (SheHi Mohammed) LOiren 4 9 ll . 
HQNB(nssS(lfofDFAIpardlBddtogS93 


002220 sumnero® asm e^SWrMriK Bui* 3812. 

221-00 miF 7DBC03HZ9 (Mrs G M Tonmmrai) R fixer 5812. 

060657 LA SPftBIA Q955} (CaaaBJtifeEsfeAvfVCitBagiar fog!) MUster 67^0-. 

433003 SUP^AoT^TO uTvoifeTj 5 7 
-9f ‘ 


(5»9 

8 


CAPDfoTS GUEGT (215) (fo (to The From feckgCUtf Ml A ftrwr 7 9 1 . 
TRMKOU (UAN (ISfo « fiwnw Ctert de. APena £90 . 

MRMD(DSVO2}(I0{ADSten>R4teU94813 

rmCElWBOf(29)im(»sAnBde9JOU4811 

nr i£tispB> obso cm n m m j nobeta a ha 6 s la. 

SU>K Qfl oft Sheds} R Bute 4 88 



Mnlnwn wo&it: 7st JQfc True banOcap tielgrc LB Spagia 7a 9ft. Supatoa Ta as. 

BEJTWG: 92 mow Dale, 5-1 Hrif Iboa, SUcs Kte, 6-1 tarihar Btectentt, 7-1 Mta Factors, 
84 Mtag» Rafow, 10-1 Srawfoo, 20-1 Sharp Stock, 33-1 la Spagre 
199ft no corresponding oca 

FORM GUDE 

Geoff wragg"s apprenuce Gaiy Mifgan won on his gjwnr’s Fatted Lftjif at RJfW on Satur- 
day, and has bean snapped by Mark Ftowar for HA4F TOtE, vriio can w this on htt Sandowi 
succass lesl saasen from Squire Come and Gene Senoisa. Badly drmn at Llngteld last bme 
and now wtm a 4* pul. Had Tone -could tewrae the torniwrih me etetoua terror. WBtowr 
Date, who came Btvne In second to nmawoy waw Runs In The Fanwy. Anottier aateli- 
worth is tost and wd ba suited to me qoum. Sie s preferred to me wtd hondtoappad Steen 
Mas, and Suite Actors (bog09d down in me ground at Chester). Sel ectforc HALF TONE 


HYPERION 

2^ Jewel TNof 2^ Wtxoe Wonder 3^20 Fausti- 
no a50 Santete Boy (nb) 420 Klngswood Manor 
AJSS Conmnghtls Pride 


2 011X22 N9)S™0(Z7){fo(BF)PHctts5116 M 

3 -26342 SBMKRfQRMER(U) AHDbbi610B_JftC 

4 111231 BURUNGTON SMI (4(ft (C) A Hobbs 9 10 2—0 

5 43Q2U AWOfEW— HBC ft7)(CP> JHsde5102 J 

BGTWtt U Ate Ctemtitte, 114 teniteo, 34 fostnfti 
Stonn test 6-1 Ster Performer 



GOING: Good to Firm (Good In piaees). 
■Bg*tend,mUi(foKtt»B9e. 9dK waoC (tertwu Rmvto 250yd). 
■ Couree Is 6m S97 oTBxcfer on A38. ADMISSION: Gcandstond 
& Paddock ifDrSBwr Blog £6 (accompanied tmdn>l6a free). 
OAK PASS: 32 on ititeSS iuci ii baa. wnaln(for tree. 
BUNKESffi) FttOT THE: Getober Brew frisoned) (SJO): Mote- 
cen(440). 

WINNESS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAX5: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE KDNNEBS: Bxteptan Banle (ISO) mm 161 
raBeal® DOitepeB fiaRMbonu|fcW8usww;StoBrareetoH-pL60j 
Kent ! 67 miles by C Weedon bom Odddin^aU, Sorrey. 


330 


\2J20 


SBMWS EDWARDS SELUNG HURDLE 
(CLASS G) £2^75 added 2m 2f 

10PCQ2 WYBtad7)CEgsran6U6 I taniii B 

300600 XMO.IHeF(lfo6BMa«7110 A P McCoy V 

PTO21 MMMNEmAWteTUO_^.JhiGStenlta{n 
65PW4 <caGBBRB8|aftfCD»)MFI|«7110^6tappBnV 

0B322P RH>TH.fflffif)MPr»5110 “ 

6SP43 DW* BOLD (22) KOmTtfaTvawr 4109. 


ES UTTGAT10N SUPPORT NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS D) £5jDOO added 2m 7F 110yds 

1 11212P SRMMIRMKEII (33) 6ft C Weedon 8 12 0 

2 F4UU2F MINUS (23) P FMhrt 7 11 0. 

3 5«W>F MUDf-CU5 (SB) UssVWkms 11110 X 

4 0P53Z2 10NM5 GNODUKR fU) (BR R fiwlfl 110 J Frost 

5 /531BU UR PSMGE (19) A Banow 12 11 0 MfOHcPteflm 

6 6R «HJHn»MEH81(ll)ftPH3t*s7110^JirRittter(7) 

7 2B432P GUWfoRFSRL(12)MPlpeT10 9 A P McCoy V 

8 IP- 22 KBHCRTSfoLQ7)(fo Atetts8109 RteM 

9 1142F4 SAHIBIA BOV 0Q (Q C Marti 5 10 7 RDamoodyB 

. -Sdactead- 

BEITBNC 11-4 StonBtractar,3-lSaote8a Boy, 7-2 HaBnpote 6-1 Gfo» 
gwrif GM, 7-1 KM CiysteL 124. JnftM CteSe&u 14-1 


EE® 


_M AFUgreatiB 


230 


42Q04 aanrsoBLcuTHfowasug 

-U4 lADrMUBORSe(54)HDy7l09 MrSDw»d((7) 

• PP tMfSU089)K0sbop51O9 Litarwy 

,P0 IMWKiAM (fo A Hobbs 4 10 9 — Rftcrae 

630423 PMJUDN pi) K Btdsp 4 10 9 RP — o o dyfl 

UF-255 POtiBGtMQte0Wp)Tteedham71D9»jarJBa*d(n 
- -i2daetand- . - - 

BIMR: M Rqwd, 5-1 Mrtew, Ptetoa, 6-1 Red M, Bnr Beta. 8- 
1 Octeterftmr, foMtas Oil, lD-lotoara 

CORPORATE SERVICES HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS F) £4,S50 2m 3f 110yds 

1 U2232 C00U9I HBDIQ) ftSftg tear T 3110. 

2 "WPfl* DE8SffBBipi7) PRRIM91110 GBmpdt 

3 C33FU ■A2BtMMNeS9iq(17)npntiiere6119-SIte 

4 422U32 JKPLORjai»J(C}ffPBa7U7 ; IRwt 

5 221044 CdJRriMSlBl(12)fiauM99116 BPomI 

6 V&f BM MTO IB HPE (P)DOiflG(ldB112 GOptoc 

7 “ Q225U ROGJSHAU.(2J)mGB9*g7110 B Fenton 

8 524PSF WtDEWmSimtC0|UBSdBDcL?1013-AFMcOByB 

G 02-3M 1««HS(lB^(BRRCfSiftBn81£il2 M W— a n 

10 343F2P JNUSawp^BktenilOlOlJ MAf Wnti 

11 10403 GUDIIS Il — M tR {C0BRlcOfll 3010 7^)J to— 

12 9V5H .TAMOS DBJGHT 09 R Bated 100 VStitey 

- 12 dect«d- 

BEimft 7-2 Boats M 48, 82 Blazer Matetef, M CooHsec Hm, Mr 
Hfofol 134 Wroelfcwtor, 8-1 Cote Matter, VAae, J24 oft— 


BUSMESS DEVBjOPMENT NOVICE ITGAP 
HURDLE (CLASS E) £3^50 3m 2T 
P55413 PPHTS ROCK (22) (BR G Bating 6 12 0 B 


5354)4 MU9CME0nteBHKr^t6nil MrAM*0e(7) 

3-532 K — S W OOP MWOR <47| l*g V naS119»— — 


O40QP JOBS«e(MOW(2foftlM(BCn6UB^KAA«nU 

■0060 P MUSCaAS(47]RBate51012_ ; VSfctlny 

344603 6MMA MAS. (Ifl i Ben— 5 10 11 
O603W ECU DrHMNCEnPneheni 7108 
0466U3 SPftrriflrtl® iRPayne9104 
WP12 OH IIYTDGS Free 6 10 4, 

00504 ANMERLTU07)l*sJffoltol81O4. 

O6P0B> MOfECEUAnPFl— 7100 

lr J! WWger [7J 



Q0f6 WDENaWB(32foHHDte8100. 

-12dadmed- 

Untmc 20si The w#*e iftncM S* 22D. ffttien Arasr Ba lit 
BEIIllft 7-2 Piper's JMcft, M Ka^noad tour, M. Ante RW 7-1 
CbtaalM, 10-1 Gctt de France, Spkit Late, 14-1 ethan 


455 


SELF ASSESSMENT NOVICE IfCAP HUR- 
DLE (CUSS El £2,925 2m 3f 110yds 


1 20FP23 5SWXT0S«lXWMSBHNie«SlllD. 


MrANUtofT) 
B Canton 


—C Webb (5} 


S3 



punmeBUSBessFRST wcap hurdle 

(CLASS D) £3^50 2m SfUOyds 

DQfim STOW OUST pSStesHiWgsBll 10 ICteofo 


200232 REGN.G9(03|CRBaMS8117 
W33 G8CRHB(£7)$IMar41l2_ 

U3F034 LORD MIROGBI 07) B IWfol 7 11 LU—fon 

0P312 SAFH38ACI® (22) C Mtiock 4 ID 9 . 

-56033 CWNVM.CU»N(U}KatiEp5107. 

ooa*37 c nun in — Ttrrr t~Ti ~ vi i Ti nrf— j n 

Q2840S SAW 05} R BSE'S 10 6 VflbtteyB 

CMOS* TUPORTOWM02}KEW»5p91O2. 

P3PP63 fo*TWTSVO07)Ptodl810O_ 

-lOdacteid- 

Mm tNgC IDSL Tn* narefleap Hi The TflfflflO'Ba 13b. 

BEriHft44SBtawlte SAftff Gan, Mta ft 5*0*0— odn 
Mdn,7-iB— mat, CanM Clan, foLIfintWracan, 10-1 afttera 


HYPERION 

2S0 Bransbon Berry 300 SbaMsbayes 330 Lord 
Smith 4 jOO Memorise 430 Lady Sheriff 5D5 

Carlton 


84 SWOOSH (U|BUetial> 812- 


11 

215 LOHD9fflfP4tVGMT(JWr810 _JHfcGM(7}9 

26 MOSS SOEiaO—y (JIB JBeiy 810, GCnrtar7 

16 FtASHDDRB) MW£a8tertyB9 TU—4 

BALI DANCE C Boodi 8 6 RHodgMn3 

5 raGAWH(Gfo6lmre36 MBbtoryS 


0140 HAH0NDSIEW:tlB)NTHfer84.. 
043154 UTBEKlIft MWEa*riy83 


— tin Tkdder 2 B 
— HtOreS 
05 SBWtWLCREBl{33HEflSffirtv81 IfotaaGB 


GOING: Good lo SofL (Bound r-oinw - Good). 

STAUAN ScolfM - sands rt*r, conruf coarae - tntide; Im2f 
- for side. 

DSAW ADVANTAGE: Low for 6f lo 77. Low for lm lo lm Sf 
on round romac. 

■ Left-hand, orel coarse; locqth, raflopfnR park. 

■ Coarse is on Al. 6m N of town. Metro service to Pbur Lane 
Bteuai ton from Newcatfle raihrey — fob. Bwasrice Tnan ihcrc. 
ADiaSSlON: CM) S 1 2 fll D for OArt and regiotered rfisaUed); 
IfenexsalfeSft (S7 far OAPs and reffetaed disabled); Sftver RJr^ 
£4 (£2 for OAR) nod regtiteod (firebird). CAE PARK: FVce. 
BUNKK1ED FIK8T TIKE: Poctto r^.30); Disiaood Sttra. Skip- 
pool Cmk t3J30|c Sag Dm (vboredt, lfnale Bxpreas (rtaoredT, 
Why 0 Stx (vtaorod) (5.06), 

WINNBKS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE BDNNBBS: B— foal (4J»)hwbeensim»l« 

miles ta J Dontop ftom Anmdel, W Snsex; Prince Fbley (2.30} A 
Lad fltedi (3J») ae« 3S0 mfles by WO M Tnnw from Ooncn 
Ddtfam, Soncncc Fi^win (800) A Cnriun (6J)6) tm 3 1 1 nfles 
by G Lewis bam Headley, Surrey. 


BEifMfc 114 tareate 4J. laid s— I!?-l F^tra, 8-1 Rate 0*0r, My 
Bfo. 1IW Arm Aa8A lag. New SUa Maftay, 14-1 often 


4 j 00 


JAMB FLEICHH4 MARQUSS MASEN 
SIAKES (CLASS D) £5(000 3Y01m 27 3^yds 

DOWN HE—EDW Kemp 90 Ifo*a4 

422-4 D8EAU OFMSW (2B) DfodBrS 0 DRUeCtiwl 


35-2 ESHHAAL (USA] (12J J DufopPO. 

6 KHmUl PS D lioley 9 0 

644 UBI0REE(USA)afoHCeti90. 

-8 1 


— RMta2 
jBffortarS 
_WRyan5 


BSTTMO: 74 Etitiati, 15-8 Hemoriss, 3-1 Dream 07 Monti, 8-1 Ktof- 
aft 83-1 pawn HmM 




2J3Q 


EDUCATION PARTNERSHIP NOVICE 

SOKES (CUSS D) £4^50 2YD 5f 

1231 9RMCE FRET (UMlft W G 14 Iimw 9 6 -D MeftdlB (7] 4 

IS 0CCW1«O(22)TOMWws»Bl3 IVtemrS 

34 FOETID (5) (BF)B MstisriB 12 PatiEdtoyBB 

D PRQMAI PtftS0fT(54)fiFaf*y812> — ; Afoftana2 

22 PRK5Wtd$CFtehU5t8l2 -O—Udfo— 10 

21 BRANBDNflEgWfCU}(lftJLfoB811-_IHteadwrS 

1 MBELWL(LT]|CTOT0BBH(in89 Wfeanl, 

fBS»WWTEBsaty87 CDMWdT 

HSHAIiAfi M TttfirGr 8 7 I Carol 8 


SEATON BURN DISTAFF HANDICAP 
(CLASS D) £5J)00 added 9f 

1 0-0232 LAW SH0BFF (4) (D) M W Eaaejfo 6 10 0_^_7 luos 8 B 

2 65840 MHHHE8IS (14) (DM Hftbne 4 9 7 J Carrot 9 

3 20600 PATHA2E (14) (D) N Bitraft 4 8 6 AO*— S 

4 5«541 CmiWGWraHTrtftr2a4 JCSM(7)6B 

5 50060 5UFERfWS|9MreLSttte484 D—Mdle—4 

6 43000 SUNSET HARBODR (35J 0ft S Ket*wel482 1 Stock 7 

7 550064 BAUARD lADT [t? -I WteMIgt 5 B D 

8 40000 MADAM ZAWO (240) J Bakftg 4 7 11 


jM—itauttas 


000 


rlD 


PffiWtenp87- 


J Odra 3 


SEITfC: 4-1 OeaUVard, 9-2 Priaee Foley, 54 Pit Sise. 
9-1 ft*! m, H THrettft 1M RfdijrUriri 2ftl on— 


But*, 


9 00004 RMCIf CUNCrtlft Mb L 30*14710 NCatitielB 

u Q5450 OHNONOTftSAMpX) LU4d-JamEs5710 IQntalO 

-lOdedtred- 

mnunnetfc Wlflt Tteftandfcta^ Fano/Cto* 7tt8h flhnono- 
Bg«h»4lk 

BETTWft 34 la# StadK, 7-4 Baiart Ladh SJ. CMbg, »1 Pathaae, 
teael IMkw, 101 topaAMc, Ifrl Madam 2— e, 281 ottan 


ZJOO 


RAMSDE EVENT CATERING. HANDICAP 
(CUSS D) £5000 added lm 4f 93yds 

04045 EA9ECNhDN(M) (DJBHartuy4911 Wtanl 

2M23 8HAfflSt«TES(tegf}ta«Ntoaf594 — . 

; Dean Mete— 4 


22 


3. -35211 BWTJW(2Q)m8Mi*&Pt383 PBtomtifoU2 

4 W656 W»HWIE(U)(Ct|CTl«irHii9710 Ifo*n3 

-4daebnd- 

BEn«ft 04tata tape, 7*4 SUBftayn, » eaten, 7-llad 


•ff CERTAMY BEATS WORKING* CLAM- 
MG STAKES (CUSS F} £3300 2YO Sf 
60 WMAIDAI£G(29C0qvSO (Stack 10 


ago 


BDEANCHnUsUiMqgO- 


BRANDLMG HOUSE HANDICAP (CUSS 
E) £4025 added 3YD lm 

1 24M aO80tlBlllS{»TEa8tefo97„ >Cano012 

2 11 R0GXBUWUNE(17)(C(ftJB«iy97J>IMMftiRU 

3 020 KmJWdflQM Johnston 9 6 JWasw4 

a 00441 CA«JtW(U]GLreto93 PadEddgy7 

5 30040 fmAtBE(3foBUeehan90-^^--6DttiM110B 

6 01-223 HftCSClHDtllO (BIBf)kteJRanstoiB0-Jl|Bdi(3)6 

7 30000 ALWtOONSOiAWMJ BetteJ 89 _ nH WBya3 

8 00406 TOSSUKMLftOatenm&e ACMbaral 

9 60464 WfTOSKpBJRWtaBb D—Mflfc— 2V 

ID 54030 MUSIC EXKESS BOILER 6 3 .TWM— 9 V 

11 0404 BMYl*YN£(l^MEMftaefcy82 SCtear5 

12 00080 KMSIBK 03) toJRflnttte81-~__w_Jfotan8V 

-32<kttand- 

BEITWe zx Ej* Stead, 01 Crettdh, li-2 Knelt Islmd Una, 01 
ttan, mNppBw, italic e— E, m «ta o at, 














sport ' 

Leonard given Lions captaincy as 
Rodber returns to scene of crime 


Rugby Union 

CHRIS HEWETT 
reports from Durban 

a Virgin lerritory for a 
dozen new Uons, an 

uncomfortable feel- 
ing of di f/d vu for 
Tun Rodber. Three years after 
leaving Port Elizabeth in dis- 
grace following his dismissal in 
the now infamous Battle of 
Boet Erasmus - “What do you 
have to do to get sent off around 
here?* 1 he asked the referee that 
night, only to find out for 
hims elf a couple of minutes 
later - the England No 8 returns 
to the same stadium on Satur- 
day for the opening fixture of the 
tour. 

No wonder Rodber was feel- 
ing queasy yesterday, confined 
to lus hotel room with a fever- 
ish high temperature, the 
Northampton captain was prob- 
ably the victim of cold sweats as 
well as hot ones as he contem- 
plated another meeting with 
Eastern Province. “The inci- 
dents that occurred in the Eng- 
land game in Port Elizabeth m 


1994 are an irrelevance,” 
insisted Fran Cotton, the Lions 
manager. Maybe, but old in- 
dignities die hard and Rodber 
would be less than human were 
he not to M prey to some bitter 
memories between now and 
the weekend. 

Many will argue that Cotton 
and his fellow selectors should 
have exercised some diplomacy 
and allowed Rodber to sit this 
one out, but they were right to 
take the opposite view. By pick- 
ing England’s Five Nations’ 
back row en bloc, they have 
given themselves their best 
rjmivp of bitting the ground run- 
ning and dealing with a home 
side crammed with ringers. 

Ian McGeeehan, the coach, 

always planned to make full use 
of established combinations in 

the early games and he was true 
to his principles yesterday. 
Jeremy Guscott and Scott 
Gibbs, the 1993 Test centres in 
New Zealand, renew their ac- 
quaintance on Saturday while 
Keith Wood and Jason Leonard 
bring their Harlequins dub 
partnership to the front row. 

With Martin Johnson optrng 


for a breather after a 40-match 
domestic campaign -no E ng lis h 
dub player gave more of him- 
self last season than the Leices- 
ter lock - Leonard has been 
awarded the captaincy. “This is 
a high-pressure game and Jason 
has enormous experi e n c e,” Cot- 
ton said. “He knows what it is 
to run out in fiont of 45,000 peo- 
ple away from home and that 
knowledge will be invaluable.” 

While Cotton stressed that 
Leonard should not be consid- 
ered a de facto -rice-captain, it 
is dear that he is highly prized 
as a senior tourist “It’s a mas- 
sive honour an done I didn't ex- 
pect to receive," said the 
universally popular and deeply 
respected prop. “While this 
game can only be seen as a big 
challenge - 1 don’t expect any 
easy matches in South Africa - 
there are a number of very ex- 
. perienced players in the line-up 
arid that helps. 

*TU have a quiet word in one 
or two ears before the game but 
we all know why we’re here.” 

Leonard's role is one of the 
most intriguing aspects of the 
tour. Equally capable on both 


sides of the scram, he wDl p% 
at tight-head, his current posi- 
tion for both chib and country, 

against the Easterns. But he 
suggested before the tour that 
he might well switch to loose- 
head at some stage - he shifted 
in the opposite direction with 

enormous effect when the Lions 
took on the All Blacks four years 1 
ago - and left the question 
h an ging once again yeke relay. 
“Who knows what lies around 
the corner,” he said, cryptically. 

The Springboks, firm believ- 
ers that successful rugby starts 
in the front row, consider the 
Lions to be short of clout up 
front and are confident of un- 
covering a weakness or two at 
the sharp end. IfTom Sm i t h , the 
Scottish new boy, and Graham 
Rqwntree. the current Eng- 
land loose-head, fail to impress, 
early on, they .may well find 

Leonard on their case as well as 

a mealy South African or two. 

Only Paul Grayson, the 
outside-half from Northampton, 
was not considered for the 
opener. He has survived a cou- 
ple of p unishing, full -COD tact 
tr ainin g sessions on firm surfaces 


and if the strained muscle in his 
right thigh continues to respond 
to treatment, he will afinost 
certainly face Border in East 
London on Wednesday. 

Johan TKluyts, the. .Eastern : 
Province coach, confirmed yes- 
terday that two celebrated 
Springboks from /'Han Svaal, 
Kobus Wiese andHenniele 
Roux, would square; up to the 
Lions on Saturday and also 
picked Tbeo van Rensbuig,- die 
former Test full-back,, arid 
Matthew Webber,, a highly 
rated ‘flanker - from New 
Zealand, in his starting line-up. 

Rian van Jaarsvdd, a promis- 
ing centre, and' Ann and de 
Preez, a second row forward with 
a colourful disciplinary record 
outside of the game as well as in- 
side it, have returned to Port 
Elizabeth after spells at Trans- 
vaal while Ken Fbrd plays at out- 
side-half under the terms of a 
mould-breaking twinning ajgree- 
meut between the two provinces. 

UONS [V Eastern PnnrfcK*. Port Efeatath, 
SatDRlay): N Jenkins; J BrmJey. J Guscott. 
S GbOs, N Beal; G Townsend, fl Howtoy: T 
SmUft. K Wood, J Leonard (capt), G Wetf.S 
Shaw. L DaUstfP. T Rodber. R H*L Sotatl- 
tutm: 1 Underwood. A Bowman, M Dawson, 
P Waisce, 8 WBSams. S QutnnaU. 




— . . . . cn c.i destruction of Maria 

Monica Seles plays a double-handed ’^ oien y^Serday Phot ograph: AFP 

Antonia Sanchez in the second^ ^ndofthe Madrid upen 

Cook the latest 
to join Giants 


Rugby league 

DAVE HAD FI ELD 

Huddersfield have continued 
their drive for Super League sta- 
tus by signing the utility - back 
Paul Cook from Bradford for 
£70,000. 

Cook, a 20-year-old winger or 
full-back who played for Eng- 
land in the 1995 World'Cup. is 
the fourth player with Super 
League experience to join the 
Giaqts in the last two weeks. He 
follows the London Broncos 
winger ikram Butt, forward 
Paul Dixon from Sheffield and 
Leeds’ Great Britain Academy 
prop, Nick Fozzard. 

“Fozzard and Cook in _ par- 
ticular are players we have iden- 
tified as wanting to.bring here 
for a long time,” Les Coulter, 
the Huddersfield chief exe- 
cutive, said. 

“Our -chairman, Ken Davy, 
has put down another marker 
for our ambitions, as these are 
the sort of players who can not 


only get us into Super League 
but keep us there.” . 

Huddersfield, three points be- 
hind Hull at the top of the First 
Division, are clearly stocking up 
with Super League in mind, 
which raises suspicions that they 
believe more than the propose^ 
one club wiD be promoted at the 
end of this season. Coulter said ' 
he had heard rumours of an ex- 
pansion to 14 clubs. “Our aim is 
to win promotion as champions," 
he said. “Failing that if there is 
goina to be an expansion, we 
want" to be in the best possible 
place to be considered." 

St Helens, will be without their 
stand-off. Tommy Martyn, for 
the rest of the season, following 
the news that he needs a second 
knee reconstruction in two years. 

The winding-up order 
brought against Halifax by the 
Inland Revenue was withdrawn 
when it came before the High 
Court yesterday. The club have 
satisfied the Inland Revenue 
with a plan to pay off £100,000 
in back tax. 


Witch Way for Funnell 


Equestrianism 

GENEVIEVE MURPHY 

Pippa Funnell had not expect- 
ed to be among the competitors 
for the Chubb Insurance Wind- 
sor International Horse Trials, 
which begin today in Windsor 
Great Paris. Having won the in- 
ternational section there for the 
last two years, she did not have 
a suitable mount in her yard on 
which to aim for a hat-trick. 

Funnell has since been of- 
fered the ride on Witch Way 
whose owner, Briony Holloway, 
was injured in a fall at Dauntsey 
last month. Funnell has had one 
outing with the marc when fin- 
ishing seventh at Goring Heath 
at the end of April. 

“I wanted to support Wind- 
sor and I aim to have some fun 
there," Funnell said. Although 
Witch Way is a nice quality 
marc, she lacks experience and 
is unlikely to produce, a good 
enough dressage test to give 
Funnell a third victory. 

The value of Windsor as a 


stepping stone to greater things 
was demonstrated at Pun-^j., 
chestown in Ireland last weekend** 
when Funnell finished runner-up 
to the United States rider Bruce 
Davidson on Squelch. Funnell 
was riding Designer Tramp, who 
woo at Windsor two years ago. 

Lucinda Murray is another 
competitor who is* taking over 
from an injured rider. She will 
be on Night Flight VIL who was 
■ due to be ridden by her owner, 
Sarah Brown, until she sus- 
tained back and arm injuries in 
a recent fall. Last year Brown 
jumped clear cross-country and 
showjumping rounds in the na- 
tional section at Windsor to fin- 
ish in ninth place. 

Andrew Nicholson will be 
riding in his fifth three-day 
event in the same number of 
weeks when he rides the former 
point-to-point horse Whit Mon- 
day, one of 34 horses in the New 
Zealanders Somerset yard. The 
nine-year-old. who is a big and 
leggy horse of 173 hands, fin- 
ished sixth in the French three- 
day event at Pau last year. 


All change for Admiral’s 


Sailing 

STUART ALEXANDER 


Granges to Britain's Admiral's 
Cup preparation arc in full 
flow just two months before the 
three -boa L team takes on some 
formidable opposition from 
New Zealand, America, Italy, 
Germany and Scandinavia. 

The appointment of Chris 
Law as principal helmsman on 
Graham Walker’s Coram In- 
dulgence is strengthened by 
bringing in three top sailors 
from the Co rum team, proba- 
bly including Luc Gelluseau. 

The boat, which has been 
shipped back from the United 
States, is to have the slightly 
oversize keel reshaped and fur- 
ther changes may be made to 
improve its handicap rating 
even if this were to lake it out- 
side the rules for the Corel 45 
class in which.it normally sails. 

The 40-footer Easy Oars con- 
tinues to make solid progress 
and further optimisation is pan 
of owner Tony Buckingham's 
plan to counter the threat of the 
all-conquering Italian 40-footcr, 
Pasquale Landolfi's Brava. 

The only hiccups at the mo- 


ment are within the Mumm 35 
campaign, where Tim Barrett's 
Bru dam ante was shipped in er- 
ror to Italy and both masts 
were damaged. But Brada- 
mante, with Olympic silver 
medallists John Merricks and 
lan Wilker calling the shots, had 
to be in Italy by next week any- 
way for the Mumm 36 World 
Championship at Punta Ala. 

They have a new mast, are also 
doing "some work on their keel, 
and are anxious to bring some 
momentum back to a campaign 
which had an encouraging start 
in Key West and Miami 

What is causing them prob- 
lems is the lack of offshore rac- 
ing practice so far achieved 
and some doubts over funding. 
There was an earlier agreement 
over support for the Mumm 36, 
but not all of that is in place and 
without it the boat would have 
to stop racing between the# 
world championship and the v - 
Admiral’s Cup. 

More confident in that area 
is the Royal Yachting Associa- 
tion, whose bid for lottery fund- 
ing via the Sports Council 
should be ratified on 6 June. The 
RYA hopes to get up to £3m a 
year for the next three years. 
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Blackburn 
in £3m bid 

for Sforza 
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Football 

' ALAN NIXON " 

Roy Hodgson’s Swiss connec- 
Bbns have led Blackburn 
Rovers to offer Intemazionate 
Sn for the midfielder Ciriaco 
Sforza. Rovers, who have al- 
i^ady made a £A2m bid for 
Srona’s fellow-countryman and 
Borussia Dortmund striker 
^jtephane Qiapurat, made their 
aW move just hours before Inter 
. played Schalke in last night’s 
Uefa Cup .final second leg. 
The Premiership club arc 
confident that Hodgson, who 
leaves Inter to manage Black- 
bum next month, can persuade 
Sforza to follow him to Ewood 
Park if the bid is accepted. 

- Hodgson has been Sforza’s 
mentor since be was in charge 
of the Swiss national side and 
he took: him to Inter last sum- 
mer. Kaiserslautern, just pro- 
moted back Lo the Bundesliga. 
are also keen to sign Sforza, but 
are unlikely lobe able to match 
Rovers' personal terms. 

The prospects of Inter getting 
their hands on Barcelona’s 
Ronaldo are slim. The club's 
president. Massimo Moratti, 
confirmed he had made an of- 
fer for striker, but was awaiting 
developments “with fatalism". 

“If you want my impressions. 

I don’t think that Ronaldo will 
choose Inter,” said Moratti, 
who is reported to have offered 
Barcelona a £40m deal for the 
20-year-old Brazilian. 

’fb Shay Given, tired of being 
Tim Flowers' goalkeeping un- 
derstudy. has turned down a 
new contract at Rovers paving 
the way for the expected move 
to Newcastle United. Given’s 
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Smicek even further towards' 
West Ham who, however, will 
need to increase their £500,000 
offer. Bruno N’Gotty will not be 
playing in the black and white 
stripes next season, the de- 
fender having signed a one-year 
extension to his three-year con- 
tract at Paris St-Gennain. 

Bolton Wanderers have ex- 
tricated Neil Cox from the mire 
at relegated Middlesbrough for 
£l-5m. The full-back, irked at 
being left out of the FA Cup fi- 
nal, has been critical of his 
Boro team-mates, including 
making personal attacks on 


Eabriao Ravanelli. Not sur 
prisingjy, Cox. whose contract 
expires next month, rapidly 
agreed to join the Premiership 
newcomers. 

Bolton were just as enthusi- 
astic. “1 acted very, vejy quick- 
ly. He has a wealth of expe rien ce 
for someone who is only 25," 
Bolton’s manager Colin Todd 
said. “He is another very good 
quality acquisition." 

Kevin Kilbane, the Preston 
North End winger, has become 
the first £lm signing in West 
Bromwich Albion’s history. The 
fee exceeds Albion’s lS-year-old 
transfer record of £750,000, 
paid to Manchester City for an- 
other winger, Peter Barnes. 
Midfielder Julian Darby has 
left Albion for Preston in a sep- 
arate deal worth £150,000. 

The Dutch goalkeeper Edwin 
Zoetebier is expected to be- 
come Sunderland’s first signing 
as a First Division dub. The 27- 
year-old will give his decision on 
the £lm move from Volendam 
in the next fortnight. 

Grimsby Tbwn and Walsall 
saw their managers depart yes- 
terday, but in differing circum- 
. stances. Kenny Swain was 
dismissed by the Mariners in the 
wake of the their relegation to 
the Second Division, while 
Chris Nkfaoll resigned at Bescot 
Stadium, despite efforts to 
make him sign a new contract. 

The former Grimsby man- 
ager Alan Buckley, who was 
sacked by West Brom in Janu- 
axy, may return for his second 
spell at Blundell Park, but his 
WalsaJi connections could also 
make him a candidate for their 
unexpected vacancy. 

Shrewsbury Town have en- 
trusted Jake King, their former 
captain, with the task of revi- 
talising the club after their drop 
into the Third Division. The 42- 
year-old Scot, who takes over 
from the sacked Fred Davies, 
bad only been the manager of 
□on-league neighbours Telford 
since November. 

Garry Nelson, the Ibrquay 
United player-coach and author 
of the widely-acclaimed Left 
Foot Forward , an account of his 


his job at Flainmoor. The 36- 
year-old Nelson is taking up a 
senior post with die Professional 
Footballers' Association, the 
players' union. 



Nick Faldo practises at Wentworth yesterday for tomorrow’s Volvo PGA Championship 


New writ for venabies Sorenstam’s tough assignment 

[J»rrv Venahles is farm? Jinnf h- chib are fiphtinp- the writ, sav- 


m 


Tfeny Venables is feeing anoth- 
" er courtroom battle, this time 
with former Portsmouth direc- 
tor Terry Brady, who is seeking 
repayment of a loan be says he 
made to the First Division dub. 

• Brady left the board at Frat- 
ton Park last October after 
' dashing with the then manag- 
ing director, 'Martin Gregoiy, 
over the" money available for 
new signings. He had been a di- 
rector at Ration Park for only 
eight months, after providing an 
interest-free £500,000 loan to 
' help die dub buy Martin Allen 
from West Ham. 

. Now Brady is demanding 
Pompey pay back the money be 
claims they owe him. But the 


club are fighting the writ, say- 
ing the money was not a loan 
bin an investment to buy shares. 

The case appeared briefly be- 
fore the Chancery Division of 
the High Court in London, but 
was adjourned for a second 
hearing. Now the two sides wfll 
meet to fry to sort out the dis- 
pute over the money. 

Nick Trainer, Portsmouth’s 
solicitor, warned yesterday that 
the dispute could take up to two 
. years to settle. 

Trainer said no shares were 
ever issued to Brady because the 
chib were unsure how much he 
was prepared to invest, but 
added that Brady could have 
whatever shares he had paid for. 


Annika Sorenstam knows she is 
foDowing the game’s toughest 
act at Pumpkin Ridge. 

Yesterday she got her first 
look at the golf course on the 
rolling foothills of the Coast 
Range 20 miles west of Port- 
land, where she win tty this sum- 
mer to become the first golfer 
to win a third consecutive US 
Women’s Open. 

It is the same course where, 
a jrearago, T^gjsr Wxids won his 
third successive US Amateur ti- 
tle. 

“If our last stand here was any 
sign of what’s to come, we’re go- 
ing to have a terrific week here 


in July," said Judy Bell,' presi- 
dent of the US Golf Associa- 
tion. 

Sorenstam did not have time 
to play the Witch Hollow 
course, the side of the 36-hole 
Pumpkin Ridge layout where . 
the US Women’s Open will be 
played on 10 to 13 July. She 
flew in on Monday from 
Delaware, where she finished 
third at die LPGA Champi- 
onship. On Wednesday, she 
leaves for Frisco, Tfexas, the site 
of this weekend’s LPGlA Skins 
Game. 

It is the kind of cross-coun- 
try odyssey that is required of 


the defending champion of the 
most important event in 
women's gol£ Five others have 
won consecutive US Women’s 
Open titles, but no one has won 
three in a row. 

“It would be incredible,” 
Sorenstam said. “I think about 
it a lot. I have an opportunity 
to do something nobody else has 
done, which is a big challenge. 
But on the other hand, I tell my- 
self ‘Don’t feel like you have to 
do iL You have won it twice in 
a row.’ " 

Already, this has been a suc- 
cessful year for the 26-year-old 
from Sweden byway of the Uni- 


SPORTING DIGEST 


sport 

Faldo hails 
the Woods 
phenomenon 


Golf 

ANDY HARRELL 


Familiar surroundings, home 

comforts and the absence of 
Tiger W>ods are the feaoc that 
Nick Faldo hopes will spark a 
resurgence in his fortunes. 
While Woods is playing a dif- 
ferent game to the rest of his 
_ tour colleagues, Faldo is be- 
ginning to talk a different game. 

“Tiger is doing what he wants 
to do at the moment," Faldo 
said. “His game is amazing. His 
key dubs are the driver and the 
putter. If those two are work- 
ing, then he is unbeatable." 

Faldo has not used such words 
about any other playeT in his 20- 
year career. While praise for 
Woods, who returned after a 
month's break following his 
Masters triumph to win again in 
the United States last week, 
from lesser mortals is common- 
place, it is faintly shocking from 
the player who, with six majors, 
has come dosest to dominating 
over the last 10 years. 

“It was the same deal with 
Nicklaus," Faldo continued. 
“There are no par-fives for 
Tiger. Even on the monsters he 
gets there in two. When you are 
hitting eight-irons instead of 
four-irons into greens, there are 
no tough pin placements. He’s 
got the game throttled. 

“Modem golf course design 
has to cater for this kmd of length. 
Bunkers need to range from 
250 yards to 350, so that every- 
one is playing the same kind of 
shot. Or, maybe put a lake at 300 
yards on every hole. At feast, it 
would look piretty. It's amazin g 


that one guy bas come along and 


the historic golfcourses. 

“But he’s doing it, and good 
hick to him. He’s built for the 
90s, both in his game and in the 
media attention. He has made 
a major contribution to what the 
US tour will now be playing for.” 
This last was a reference to the 
negotiations for the television 
contracts in America, which 
will see tournament purses dou- 
bling to over $3ra (£1.87m), on 
average, in two years' time. 

As for the chances of Woods 
completing golfs mythical mod- 
em Grand Slam, Rddo puts his 
odds as more than twice as good 
as when he “got prel ty close” in 
1990. That was the year he 
won the Masters and the Open, 
and in between lipped out to get 
into a play-off for the US Open. 

“The only one of this year’s 
venue in theory where he might 
be out of whack is Troon, if he 
is not used to playing in a gale 
and with rock hard mound. 
But then again, it might rain. 
When courses are wet and the 
ball stays where it is hit then he 
has a huge advantage." 

Faldo has changed his sched- 
ule to tee up tomorrow in the 
Volvo PGA Championship at 
Wentworth and is hoping to gain 
some of the Ryder Cup points 
he missed out on by missing the 
cut at the Masters. “It look a 
while, but that is behind me 
now," he said. “My short game 
has cost me this year and I’ve 
been working on my putting. Tm 
in a flat spell right now, but I’m 
planning on playing through it 
as quickly as possible and get- 
ting off on another good run.” 


Zoeller makes his 
peace with Tiger 


Photograph: Allsport 


versity of Arizona. She was 
married to her long-time beau 
Dave Esch on 4 January, and al- 
ready has won three tourna- 
ments. 

The par-71, 6,415-yard Witch 
Hollow course for this week has 
been set up to provide a par- 
ticularly testing challenge of the 

wtifnot shake Sorenstam's re- 
solve. Quite the opposite. The 
tougher the course, the better, 
the Swede said yesterday. “It 
seems like 1 do well on the golf 
courses where conditions are 
tricky, when par is a good 
score,” she said. 


Tiger Woods and Fuzzy Zoeller 
held their long-awaited meeting 
at Colonial Country Dub in 
Fort Worth yesterday and both 
golfers said they hoped they 
could at last put their Masters 
controversy behind them. 

Zoeller was criticised for his 
remarks at the conclusion of last 
month's Masters about what the 
record-breaking winner Woods 
might decide to have served at 
next year’s champions' dinner. 

ZoeQer bad already publicly 
apologised for his clumsy stab 
at humour, but yesterday’s 20- 
minute lunch m the players 
dining room was their first face- 
to-face meeting, one that 
Woods had said be was looking 
forward to. 

“We had a nice lunch and a 
nice conversation. I let him 
know bow I feel and beard what 
he was thinking and now it’s be- 
hind us,” Woods said. “Now I 
understand the entire situation 
and hope we can both have a 
good week this week.” 

Zoeller who had described 
his life as “total hell” since the 
incident, did not appear at yes- 
terday's news conference, but 
said he was glad to have the 
meeting behind him. 

“Everything went good and 
positive. We’re looking straight 
ahead and moving on from 


here,” he said. “I just hope 
something positive comes from 
this.” 

Zoeller said he had briefly 
considered retiring, but decid- 
ed to come to Fort Worth and 
face Woods before this week’s 
$1.6m (£lra) Colonial PGA 
tournament. 

Woods wiD be going for his 
third successive win this week 
at the Colonial and his seventh 
professional victory worldwide, 
and sixth on the PGA Tour, 
since leaving the amateur ranks. 
“My goal is always to get bet- 
ter and that's whaL I hope to do 
this week," Woods said. 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 




Lewis slates US ‘cover up’ 




r3 ac y 



Athletics 

.Carl Lewis has accused 1 the 
Sport’s authorities in the Unit- 
"ed States of trying to cover up 
the abuse of performance-en- 
■ hancing drugs after it emerged 
yesterdaythat two more Amer- 
ican athletes are embroiled in 
a doping scandal. 

• A few days after a furore in- 
volving Sandra Farmer- Pa trick 
and MarySlaney, two unnamed 

.- American athletes have tested 
positive for banned drugs. 

• Lewis,- America’s most suc- 
cessful athlete, said of US. trade 
Ind-fifckf authorities: “There is 
ho question in. my mind that 

. they have more knowledge 


about the drug problem than 
they are telling the public. 

. “The problem [in US athlet- 
ics] now is that the structure has 
broken down and the doping 
problem is being ignored and 
sometimes supported... They 
are overlooking the drug prob- 
lem and, in some cases, may have 
• even tried to protect athletes.” 

International Amateur Ath- 
letic Federation official s in 
Monaco were unable to confirm 
the two positive tests. 

IAAF sources could not 
puma tbe substances involved or 
when the tests were held, but 
they said US officials .were ex 1 
pected to inform them of the re- 
sults-in themext few days. • 


Makinen seeking repeat 



’ JfouHriT: Makinen,^ whose Ar- 
‘ gentma'jafiy victory proved the 
tommg tpomt of last season 
ancfsefhim on course -for tbe 
weald title, has his sights on a 
fepeat triumph. ' 

, V “Afterlast year’s result, lam 
looking forward to the event 
very much. Ithink it will be very 

good, for our; car," he said 
ahead of today’s start of dfe ; ov- 
en th. round of the champiV. 
.ohship. • - 

' r". ft marks the half-way stage of 
the’ season; with a' cooxse. 
through "'the 'high-altitudfe; 
mouijfcain regfon&ttf the Andes. 


■ _ Makinen, whoTrasfbrced to 
withdraw from the previous 

roundm CoTsica after a bizarre 

accident when hC hit a. cow, 
leads the standings by- .two 
points from Britain’s Coiin 
McRae. Carlos Sainz of Spain 
is joint thfrdwith thejjart-time 
Italian driver Piero UattL 
For McRae, the Argentina 
event is a return to the scene of 
'his most disapppmtxng outing 
last season. He yras fined after 
cofliding with qpcctatoc in a ser- 
vice area Bm after a stitrii^^ac- 

tory in Corsica tiro wee^s ago, 
the' Sahara driver is- eager for 
the vjeteny that would gyve him 
■tite world championship lead.. 


1 Tonkov has 
the edge in 
sprint finish 

Cycling 

Pavel Tonkov, the defending 
champion, beat Luc Leblanc, 
Marco Pantani and Ivan Gotti 
in a four-way sprint in the first 
mountainous stage' of the Giro 
dltalia yesterday, retaining the 
pink jersey and strengthening 
his overall lead. 

The victory in the fifth stage 

-his second in threedays- gave 
the 28-year-old Russian cyclist 
the edge in flic overall standings 
as most of his rivals finished well 
behind inthe uphill race which 
ended, at 1,675 metres on Tfer- 
• miniUopeak. 

■ Tbnltoy, the 1996 Giro win- 
ner, pompfeted the distance in 
6hr imgi 58sec at an average 
. speetfbf 21329mpL 
'. ' I^blancftished ahead 200m 
fromthe fetish fine, but Tbnkov 


Athletics Baseball Gatf 

Michael Johnson and Donovan Bailey AMERICAN LEACUE:Ctoue4and4 Kansas Ciry Fomw Eiirop^n Ryder Cup star Tom- 
haveflnaSy gut their names in the record 3, Baltimore A Denw 3. MY Yankees OTororv- my notion ireo an saga ana Uwee 


At the Spa Olympic regatta In Medem- 
btik, Netherlands^ Ben Ainstie, the 


The number of times Peter- 
borough manager Beny .Fry 
tees the “P word in next 
week’s ITV documentary, 
which foBoued him during the 
season - nine times more 
than England, manager 
Graham Taytor in the- docu- 
mentary Do 7 Not like That. 


Tennis 

WORLD TEAM CUP (Dttoefcfoff) Red am*: 
Croatia beat CmcIi Repp M c 3-1 fCn» 
names fast): G faamseric and S Hnszon bt D 


fcZiil?' 




him., .Leblanc lifted himself 
-from fourth to second place 
overafl, '41 sec behind Tbriov. 

Tiwas a tough stage because 
of ram.” said Tbnkov. who is 
competing in the race with a 
bandaged left wist, following an 
a&Sderit last month. “I proved, 
in good form. Tm glad to be at 
the ipp, but there’s still a long 


ThCrace, which ends in Mi- 
lan oq 8 June, continues today 
wftii a 130-mile hilly stage from | iBApta 
’Rfeti to Landano. . - - • - I a * t iP 
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Leading the Une: The Australian squad limber up under the glowering Yorkshire sky for the first one-day Texaco Itopfay mateh at Heatingtoy today 


Photograph: David Ashd 


England have to take the initiative 


Cricket 

DEREK PRINGLE 
reports from Headingley 


Michael Atherton, never previ- 
ously one to be counted 
amongst the one-day game's 
fanatics, suddenly Ends he has 
much to play for over the next 
four days. But if protecting an 
unbeaten home record as cap- 
tain in Texaco Trophy matches 
would normally be motivation 
enough, the added incentive of 
grasping the initjaijve against the 
Australians ought to ensure 
that this series, which begins 
here today, will be anything 
but predictable. 

Looking relaxed and clean- 
shaven at yesterday’s press con- 


ference, the England captain 
promised that despite Aus- 
tralia's decade-long dominance 
over their old rivals, none of his 
players would have an inferiority 
complex. 

‘Australia is one team we 
haven't played or beaten in 
this kind of trophy, 7 Atherton 
said yesterday. ~We are keen to 
get off to a good start and grasp 
the initiative for the rest of the 
summer. 

“We have plenty of individ- 
uals who are capable of doing 
welL Yon will have to wait and 
see, but we do have plenty of 
guys who will entertain you on 
your holiday. I believe well be 
competitive this rime. We just 
need a better start to the series 
than we've had in the past.” 


Such a wish may not be en- 
tirely hopeful, either. For one 
thing Australia, having lost out 
to the weather, appear under- 
prepared. But although their 
captain, Mark Thy lor, rfaims it 
is not a concern, their recent de- 
feat -itself a rarity inside these 
shores - on a slow seaming 


ago, maywell be similar and re- 
vert to type, particularly if the 
heavy cloud cover of the fast two 
days remains overhead. 

If so, runs are likely to be 
eked out rather than plun- 
dered, the stage set for scrap- 


pitch at Worcester, did not be- 
nt a ride who had just beaten 


pers like Thyior, Atherton and 
Steve ^fcugh rather than the ex- 


fit a side who had just beaten 
two of die toughest teams in 
world cricket. 

Thylor, however, was opti- 
mistic. “Wfe are ready, be said. 
“We came here with a lot of 
cricket behind us and we only 
had a few weeks off to recharge 
our batteries.*' 

Headingley, a traditional 
haven for seam bowling until the 
pitch was relaid a few seasons 


pansive strokeplay of Michael 
Slater and Alec Stewart. 


Slater and Alec Stewart 
Nick Knight, his injured fin- 
ger recovered enough for him 
to field at slip, wfll open the in- 
nings with Atherton. There- 
after the Surrey trio of Stewart, 
Graham Thorpe and Adam 
Hollioake mil form a middle- 
order that win probably be bol- 
stered by John Crawley, 
preferred- at least initially -to t 
Graham Lloyd, as the man 


most likely to prevent Shane 
Waxne spinning a run- tight web.' 

With, Mark Ealham, Robert 
Croft and PhQ DeFreitas like- 
ly to fill the numerous all- 
rounder roles, both Ben 
Hollioake and Ashley Giles 
may have to wait a while longer 
before making their debut 

But while Taylor believes 
that advances in onendsy crick- 
et - such as pinch hitters - take 
it progressively further away as 
a game from Test cricket Eng- 
land’s eariy season pitches, with 
their slow movement will help 
keep many of the time-hon- 
oured orthodoxies, such as line 
and length bowling, in place. 

That said, Darren Gough 
wffl lead a bowling attack which 
will include either Dean 


Headley or Chris SOvecwooti as 
the other specialist bowler. A 
plethora of all-rounders, in- 
tituling Croft’s off-spin, win 
provide the remaining overs. 


England’s confidence. But de- 
spite their batting prowess, and 



the spectre ofWarne, Taylor in- 
sisted that his ride did not have 
a superiority complex. 

“As I said when we arrived, 
it's nil-all at the moment. We 
can't just expea to win without 
doing the things that got us 
there in the past,” Thylor said. 

*As Australians, we don't 
need much more motivation 
than being in an Ashes contest 
and you can be sure we’ll be go- 
ing flat out as of tomorrow. It 
wfll be nice to win the one-day 
series because the ride that 
wins it comprehensively will 
cany a big psychological ad- 
vantage into the first Test 
match." 

With his own form under 


There is always the tempta- 
on to pick a bowler on his 


tkm to pick a bowler on his 
home ground and Silverwood 
maywell get foe nod. More like- 
ly, however, is that Dean 
Headley will take the new ball 
alongside Gough. At the age of 
27, it is high time the selectors 
found out what Headley -so im- 
pressive amongst the colts for 
England A last winter - can re- 
ally do in the company of 
wolves. . 

And some test it could be 
with Mark Waugh, Michael Be- 
van, Greg Blewett and Slater all 
keen to put bat to ball and rock 


more scrutiny than Atb 
was in Zimbabwe, Thylor, „ 
feels he is at last beginning 
hit the ball well, will be fc 
a score as w ell as a win. 

“I’m probably looking 
ward to this series more than 
anyone at the moment," J|e - 
said after Australia’s fielding 
practice yesterday. Knowing 
England’s proclivity for bowling 
people back into form. I'll 
he is. 


FIRST TEXACO TROPHY MfBBiATXMAI. 
(Heatfingtey, today): England (froed): M A 
Arttenon (capo. N VKn&iz. A JStewWi lr*0. 
G P THnw. J P Ciawtey. G D Uoyd. A i HqF 
boato, M A Extern. ROB Croft D Gouffi. 
PAJ DeFrsJtas. 0 W Headley, C E W Sfrs- 
nood. B C HofflMto, A FCMss. 

Aos&da (tan): M A Twtor fcapO. M E WU& 
SR Waugh. M G Baton. GSEtaWILMJ Soar, 
I AHeaty f«M},S KWame. M S Kasprowkz, 
J N Slope, G 0 McGratfi. B P Aden. ' • 
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ACROSS 

I ‘ Is a day out in one's 
schedule? (8) 

6 Share's about right - or 
short (4) 

9 Tin packed with mfld fer- 
tiliser (6) 

10 Whs worthy of stare ser- 
vice, having died (7) 

II Chap grilled a Grade A 
fillet (8) 

12 Cash yours truly 's invest- 
ed in bond (6) 

13 Not the best at setting up 
house (5-7) 

16 Doe at connier ordered 
plain line in carpeting 
( 12 ) 

19 Bird or a couple audible 



By Mass 


Wednesday'* solution 
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Lee laments lack of praise 
for home grown players 


Football 


GUY HODGSON 



You could be forgiven forthink- 
ing the England players have be- 
come a prosaic backcloth to- 
show off the stellar talents of ex- 
otic foreigners, like the Foot- 
baller of the Year award, for 
example. This year’s winner 
was Gianfranco Zola, in 1996 it 
was Eric Cantona, in 1995 Jur- 
gen Klinsmann. 

It is enough to make a patri- 
ot weep, yet the players them- 
selves are na convinced and not 


here and done well. But iookat 
the David Beckhams, the Paul 
Gascoignes, and players like 
that We’ve got players just as 
good. 

“I didn’t pick any foreigners 
in my team. Zola was out- 
standing in a lot of matches, but 
in some he went missing. Over 
a year 1 think the players got it 
right Alan Shearer should have 
got the writers' award for what 


be did in the European Cham- 
pionships and for finishing top 


Strolled, wandered off 
without leader (6) 

Show teeth and gnash no 
end (4) 

Nausea without question 
- then calm condition (8) 
DOWN 

Insolvent, like many a 
soccer club? (233) 
Yellow checked cotton 
mostly taken up (5) 
Scrapes thousand in 
b anking ? (6,8) 

Military type, one carry- 
ing a US arm reissued (7) 
Boat, vessel, rounding a 
SW river (9) 

Creature making nest in 
waste (6) 

Good grief! Anything 
but! (93) 



just because they are piqued at 
being overlooked in the rush to 
applaud the likes of Juninho, 
etc. Not a single overseas play- 
er featured in the Professional 
Footballers' Association's team 
of the season and Robert Lee, 
for one, believes that assessment 
is correct. 

Indeed Lee, a team-mate of 
Faustino Asprilla, David Gino- 
la and Philippe Albert at New- 
castle United, was positively 
gushing about the qualities of 
his compatriots as he prepared 
for England's friendly against 
South Africa at Old Halford on 


Fall gets Edward into 
trouble (9) * 

Waves run aboard vessels 

( 8 ) 

Huge pieces among rub- 
ble of semi (7) 

Agree to take is a dog (6) 
Handle? Lift with it (5) 


pionships and for finishing top 
scorer despite missing a thud of 
the season through injury. That 
was a remarkable achieve- 
ment" 

Lee, a midfield player who 
has forced himself to the fore- 
front of Glenn Hod die’s think- 
ing with compelling displays 


against Mexico and Georgia in 
the last two months, fears that 
the English game might suffer 
in the rush to import merce- 
naries. “Some of the foreigners, 
like Zola and Juninho, are 
world-class players,” he said. 
“The problem is that if you bring 
too many in who are not, then 
there’s trouble for the young 
players coming through. 

“We don’t make enough of 
our own players. When you see 
a foreign player do something, 
like in the Cup final when Zola 
flicked it bade for Newton to 
score, there’s such a fuss. John 
Motson was going mad about 
that but Paul Gascoigne could 
have done that with his eyes 
shut. It was just a back flick. 

As for Lee himself, his emer- 


gence from a player discarded 
for Euro 96 by Terry Venables 
to England's best performer 
against Mexico has not dimin- 
ished speculation he might leave 
Newcastle for London. His orig- 
inal contract at St James’ Park 
included a get-out clause in 
case he gpt homesick and he has 
been linked with a move to West 
Ham as Kenny Dalglish starts his 
summer renovations. 

Lee, who has two years left 
on his contract, said: “I’ve had 
speculation about wanting to go 
back to London since I was at 
Newcastle. It’s out of my hands. 
If Kenny wants to sell me 
there's not a lot I can do about 
that. Ideally, 1 don’t want to 
leave, with the European Cup 
coming up, and we're a very big 
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Lee: International revival 


Hoddle impressed by Gascoigne 


Saturday. He insists his peers 
got it right to vote Alan Shear- 


got it right to vote Alan Shear- 
er player of the year and the 
football writers wrong to give 
their award to Zola. 

“People underestimate how 
good English players are," Lee 
said. “They go on about the for- 
eigners mjo have come over 


Glenn Hoddle, the England 
coach, is delighted with Paul 
Gascoigne's transformation into 
a picture of fitoe$6. And now 
Hoddle hopes that his sleek fig- 
ure is matched by a mental 
sharpness for the World Cup 
challenge in Poland in 10 days. 

“He’s looking as lean and fit 
as anything,” said Hoddle, who 
had been critical of the Rangers 
player’s lifestyle and approach 
as he battled back from injury. 


With Paul Merton. Matthew 
Lc Ussier and Steve McMana- 
roan missing the. match in Ka- 
towice, Gascoigne could be the 
hero again. He is set for his Eng^. 
land comeback iritbc warm-up 
game against South Africa at Old 
TTaflord on Saturday, six months 
after his last cap hi Georgia. 

He has a new look all-round. 


pay the price. “His attitude is 
very good at the moment," 
Hoddle said. 

“He’s obviously given himself 


the best opportunity by getting 
himself back fit to stamp his au- 


II is indicative, that he has finally 
listened to Hoddles ultima- 


tum that he bad to change or 


himself back fit to stamp his au- 
thority on games when ne plays. 
He hasn't exactly lost weight, he's 
now turned it into muscle, which 
is the best thing to do. He’s done 
a lot of gym work." Gascoigne 
has also played seven testimonials 
in 15 days to get match sharp. 
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dub. But it's not down to me any 
more. 

“Nothing surprises me in 
football, except Eric Cantona 
retiring. Everybody knows there 
will be changes at Newcastle." 

The fee for a Lee move is es- 
timated at £23 m, huge for a 31- 
year-old but. as he puts ft, 
“cheap for an England playea. 
He is delighted that his in- 
ternational career has been re- 
vived, having, this time last 
year, kicked his heels on Eng- 
land’s Far East tour only ro 
omitted from Venables' squad. 

“When I was left out 7 • 
thought it was the end," he saal 
“It was a big blow. If I had ex- 
pected it, I could have prepared 
myself for it- 1 played agair&t 
Hungary and then I was due to 
play against China, but I was in- 
jured and told to rest my injury. 

I thought I was resting it for 
Euro 96 but it turned out I was te 
resting for a lot longer. ™ 

“1 feel as fit as I’ve ever been, 
a lot fitter than I probably was 
when I was at Charlton and a 
lot younger. I only moved intp 
centre midfield three years ago 
and It's a new lease of life. It's 
like starting from scratch.” 
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